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From The Tiller

I

can’t believe the season
is over, this being our
last Jibsheet for summer
2004.
The club has been racing
along at a great pace with
all divisions busy doing
what they do. Our Friday
school program has been
blessed with perfect conditions to introduce kids
to the fun of sailing. With
week 9 fast approaching it
is quite amazing to see
how quickly this group has mastered the basics of sailing. I’d
like to thank our members who have been able help on
Fridays especially Alex and Iain Murray, Sarah Nairn, Geoff
Sherman, Peter Hudson and Jim Dargaville. Without their
calm, supportive no pressure style of coaching I'm sure it
would take a lot longer than 10 weeks to teach kids to sail.
Thanks also to coaches Steve McConaghy, Steve Wheeler
and Mick Miller. Our next school program will start term 4.
The use of our overhead projector for coaching has been
vastly improved through the donation of blackout blinds by
Michael Coxon of North Sails and Simon Gatliff of Sunbrella
Fabrics. Thanks for your support Michael and Simon.
Most Sundays has seen the full compliment of Nippas being
enjoyed by Blue division. The greatest challenge for our Blue
Divisioners is which colour Nippa shall I take this week pink, blue, green, yellow or red, what a great sight it is seeing them all rigged on the deck. A number of our faithful
Mirrors have found good homes and the proceeds from their
sale has gone into our Puffin Pacer Account. Speaking of
which by the time you read this our 3 Puffins will be sitting
on the rigging deck. A big thank you to all who have supported our fund raising efforts. To those who won raffle
prizes congratulations, to those who donated prizes and sold
or bought tickets many thanks. Our fund raising was given a
big kick along through the generous donation of $1000.00
from Suzy and Peter Webb of the Afloat magazine. Many
thanks. Our funds generated from the raffles, sale of pre
loved training boats (Mirrors, Sabots) and donations
amounts to $3553.00. We have had verbal confirmation from
the Australian Sports Foundation regarding tax deductible
donations to our training boat fund. Details of how you or
your business can benefit and help our fund raising efforts
will be available soon. There will be one more raffle to cap
off the season with a great prize donated by Tanya Deer of
Clareville Kiosk. Tickets will be available on picnic day at
Portuguese Beach (18th April 1000 hrs at club). Join us at this
fun interclub event where we will defend our tug-o-war title,
have the usual beach games including the famous egg tossing competition and no doubt enjoy the odd Sherman
Shooter.
In December 2003 Yachting Australia informed all training
establishments that the structure and administration of all
YA accredited training programs was to be revised with
effect from February 29, 2004. Registered training establish ments were given a manual describing the changes and were
requested to arrange compliance and to sign an agreement

Page 2

by February 29, 2004. Having spent some time assessing the
new requirements and their implications for our club we didn’t sign up nor as it turns out did any other clubs !! On
reflection Yachting Australia decided to suspend the programme "pending further market research" and Yachting
NSW called a meeting to discuss the proposed changes further. We attended the meeting and voiced our concerns as
did 50 - 60 others. I would like to thank Geoff Fogarty,
Andrew Kendall, Chris Smith , Rob Wall and Peter Gale for
representing our club with special thanks to Chris and Julia
Smith for summarising the YA proposal into plain English.
Watch this space for further developments.
After a number of years in the hot seat as Treasurer and
membership officer, Jane Cooper has handed in her
calculator and retired. On behalf of all our members I’d like
to sincerely thank Jane for her tireless effort over the years as
Treasurer and Trivia Night hostess extraordinaire. Speaking
of which its not long to Christmas in July !! Many thanks to
Neil Gregory who is taking over the reigns as Treasurer and
Cher Knight who will be looking after membership.
.
Our end of season working bee has been re scheduled to the
1st and 2nd of May. This is a big one so please come and
help as there is lots to do. We will be working on the Puffins
fitting deck hardware etc etc, rescue boat maintenance, club
house, dinghy racks, flag poles etc etc etc.
Congratulations to our juniors who took part in the NSW
Secondary Schools Teams Racing Championships and good
luck to all taking part in the CHS Regatta over Easter.
Happy Easter.

Peter Kidner

WORKING BEE
Change of Date
Due to school holidays the
Working Bee
has been changed to
1st and 2nd of May
Your help is needed
BBQ Lunch

Please, Please
come along for an 8am start

Please Look After Our Nippa‛s
Prior
to Use
1. Take boats
from racks at
the front
2. Always use
the cradles, do
not put boats
directly on the
deck.
3. Check that
rudder,
centreboard and
rig are the same
number as hull.

Our thanks go to
Iain Murray
for his donation of the
Nippa fleet that are
already a regular sight
on the deck at ASC.
These fantastic boats
are safe, easy to sail
and will encourage
even more young sailors
to get into the sport

4. Put bung &
hatch covers on
just prior to
launching.
5. Check that
nothing is
missing, do not
remove parts
from other
boats.

After Use
1. Thoroughly wash hulls, foils and rigs, including quick release springs at top of mast.
2. Coil mainsheets up and leave attached to boom, do not undo knot on boom end of mainsheet
3. Remove stern bungs & at least one inspection cover.
4. Do not unrig masts, place at back of storage area
5. Return boats to racks, starting at the back, place boats upright in racks leaning forward.

PLEASE REPORT ANY DAMAGE OR MISSING FITTINGS TO O.O.D.
Thanks to our Patron we have a wonderful resource lets make
certain we get the most from them by looking after them
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Guess Who...Don‛t Sue

W

W

W

W

ho did we miss out last month? I Kidner you not,
a certain Commodore talked in stern tones to
young sailors about the dangers of walking barefoot on
the deck...”you will rip your feet open on splinters and
nails, its very dangerous” he warned. It was case of
don’t do what I do, do what I tell you to do because the
same day our fearless leader opened his sole, as it were
and was last seen limping towards the first aid kit.

hich well known Sydney sailmaker and his wife
were seen on their new power boat watching their
daughter sail in the F11 Nationals on Moreton Bay.
No tatty sail cloth for them, they were sheltering from
the Queensland sun under multiple coloured beach
umbrellas...is this a new sail cloth Michael?

W

ho is the DON of the Mafia rack police that turned
50 last month. Welcome to the half a
century not out club Geoff, hope it was a good one.

hich member of the “Soleil” crew told the author
to get a “don't sue” story on Neil Gregory’s first
effort last Sunday as OOD? Neil has just joined the
committee team as Treasurer replacing Jane Cooper
who retired due to pressure of her normal work. Sorry
Mike (whoops) but he did such a good job I could not
even make anything up.
(There you go Norm I did tell you he was a living
treasure(r)...Ed)
hy was a Young 88 seen doing a few 720’s and
360’s on the last Retriever Trophy race. Not sure if
you were on Ecstacy or training for probable
confrontations in NZ Jeff. At one stage Wendy said
“Gee, I wish we could have what he’s having”.
No matter, the handicapper has been advised.

Norm Field

More history from Norm Field...we will update the website soon
Rear Admiral N. J. Buchanan OBE and DSO, (centre) opens the ASC Clubhouse in 1958.
Commodore Phil Rudder can be seen behind him in the white slacks and blazer
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That Sinking Feeling
When it‛s wet inside the boat...fix it

W

hat is the worst thing that a boat owner can imagine? It has to be the sight of water inside the boat,
and worse, rising rapidly. This is the story of of one
such moment and concerns the Birchall family and the
Maher's. At that time, some 20 years ago we were partners in the ownership of a Tasman 26 called
"Snowgoose" She was a fine boat, very stiff and sea
kindly and perfect for our growing families.

On the the weekend in question the Birchall family
consisting of three quite
young girls, Bob and Irma...a
little crowded for a 26ft yacht
decided to head off down the
river. I'm not certain of their
itinerary and for the purposes of this story it's not important but I believe they got no
further than the Basin before
Bob decided that something
was not quite right.
I should tell you that for
some weeks we had all
noticed an ingress of water
and in our nativity had
decided it was not enough to
worry about...big mistake.
Moored at the Basin, the
Birchalls had finally retired
for the night (you have to
wonder where they all slept
on this tubby little Tasman). I
know that Bob's plus 6ft
body was curled up on the,
quite narrow, 5ft 6" starboard
bunk. Those of you who have
experienced a night aboard a
small boat will understand
that it's not easy to go to
sleep but Bob finally dropped
off. How long he slept for is
not known but he woke up
with an urgent desire to have
a pee, caused no doubt by the fact that his arm was
dangling in a considerable amount of cold water.
Bob, quick on the uptake, decided that this was
unusual...he was well aware of the principle that it's
best to keep water on the outside of the boat. That in

mind he went to work with a bailer and with the boat
again dryish promptly went back to sleep, thinking to
himself that the trip down the river might have to be
postoped and that it would be better to stay close to
civilisation.
The next day they sailed quietly down to Towlers
pumping the bilge as they went. Irma of course was up
to her ears in little girls and didn't have the time or inclination to worry about boaty things. Altogether it could
not have been a happy
scene, the weather was bad
and it was raining.
Towlers is nicely protected
from most quarters and
they were able to regroup
and assess the situation.
With a bit of pumping it
wasn't so bad so the decision was made to spend a
quiet day relaxing and
enjoying some of the fine
food Irma had brought
before taking any drastic
measures. By late afternoon with water still
entering the boat it was
decided they had better
head back to the mooring
on the south east corner of
Scotland island. The aged
German engine was kicked
into life and off they went.
Now the water started
coming in apace. So much
so that Bob became really
alarmed and wisely decided to head for Mitchells
Marina (now Holmes Port).
By now it was pouring rain
quite strongly and getting
dark.
As all this was happening
Robyn and I were hosting a dinner party in honour of
my 88 year old mother just over from England. I had
been showing her photos of our pride and joy
"Snowgoose" and trying to persuade her to come out for

Go to page 6
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Sinking
...continued
sail. Then the phone rang and it was Bob.
"Mike, can you come down to Mtchells we are tied up
there and have a problem."
"Oh, ok Bob, what's the problem?"
"We are sinking."
A pregnant pause at my end
"I'll be right there."
When I arrived at Mitchells is was quite dark and
bucketing down with rain. I was greeted by the sight of
a very bedraggled Irma coming ashore carrying three
children and a mountain of luggage. I gave her my car
keys and sent them all back to our house while I went
aboard "Snowgoose"...at least it was still afloat I
thought.
Bob was up to his knees in water and bucketing it out
furiously but only just managing to keep pace with
what was coming in. The bilge pump was next to
useless and in the next few minutes we understood
that a panic stricken man (in this case two) and a
bucket are much more efficient than any bilge pump.
Finally the two of us managed to take the water down
to almost nothing...but it was still coming in.
It was time to get some serious help. Luckily the Water
Police office is at the Marina so having brought the
water down Bob and I hurried up to see them.
The exchange went like this
"We have a problem."
"Oh yeah” the sergeant said in a quite disinterested
manner, “what's your problem?"
"Our yacht is sinking ."
"Where is this yacht?
"It's tied up on the end of your jetty."
Suddenly his interest peaked
"You can't sink there." He said
This very definite response was not what we expected
but never-the-less resulted in prompt action largely I
suppose because of the location we had chosen to start
the sinking process. (There is a lesson there
somewhere) Two policemen came with us to view the
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problem and immediately set up a powered water
pump which easily kept up with the water coming in.
Next, one of them stripped off to his underpants and
jumped overboard...he came up a few seconds later
and asked for some rag then went under again. He
finally came up and announced that our stern gland
had broken but for the time being he had plugged the
hole with some rags. Now we had to get the boat out of
the water.
By now it was quite late, but the water police went
across the bay to where the slipway operator lived and
dragged him away from his warm spot watching TV.
Within an hour "Snowgoose" was high and dry...well
dryish anyway.
Bob and I drove back to the Maher's house to pick up
wife and kids, have a shower and some food and
explain to my mother why she should still go for a sail
on "Snowgoose".
Post Mortum
The problem had been the stern gland which had
cracked and moved away from the hull, motoring the
boat had made this worse. The engine, a Farymann
8HP, was no longer available in this country and
being very old was not repairable and was to be
replaced by a two cylinder Nanni. The insurance
company claimed "inherent fault and did not allow our
claim on the advice of their assessor who by strange
coincidence was the surveyor we had employed when
we bought the boat. We thought this a bit off and
amounted to conflict of interest but progressed little
with the argument.
We were to own "Snowgoose" for about ten more years
and she was to serve us well...I never did get my
mother to come out for a sail on her.
Never again have any of us disregarded water inside
the boat.

Mike Maher
Apologies to the Birchalls...
I have no doubt their
recollection of events differ
from mine and this was
essentially their tale...
so forgive me Bob and
Irma for not conferring
and perhaps gilding the
lily just a little bit

Centreboard Corner
NEWS FROM THE
CRUISING YACHT CLUB OF AUSTRALIA
Pittwater team out shines in Marinassess Regatta

T

he strength of women's sailing in Pittwater has
again shone through with a young northern peninsula-based team taking honours in today's Marinassess
Regatta for the second consecutive year, and displacing
an Olympic team in the process.
The Pittwater team of Nicky Souter, Stacey Jackson,
Nina Curtis and Amy Lee convincingly won from the
Olympic Yngling combination of Nicky Bethwaite,
Karyn Gojnich and Kristen Kosmala, with three wins
and a second place from the four completed races.

MJ State Titles

T

he final Heats of the Manly Junior state titles were
held at Wangi Wangi on Lake Macquarie over the
weekend of the 21st February Eleven Families & eight
MJs from Avalon Sailing Club made the trip to Wangi.

The sailing conditions were ideal for the junior Avalon
fleet with light winds enabling all the boats to get
round the course for the three heats.
Avalon blitzed the Novice fleet in the last race with
Bryce Lintern & Mathew Mayall (Reflex) 1st, Tom

Koerner & Brie Witten (Bon Voyage) 2nd, Anna
Kendall & Jessica Russell (I dunno) 3rd & Gemma
Rasdall & Laura Witchard (Good Thing) 4th.
In the open division James & Will Dargaville
(Screaming Lizard) came 15th overall, Penny Kendall
& Madison Deer (Imps) 21st.
Sarah Lee (Double Trouble) showed great initiative in
the last race by rounding the top mark correctly and
not following the thirty boats before her to finish 9th in
the open division!
Zac Duryea & Harvey Armstrong (Dynamic Lifter)
were right up there at times especially in the light stuff.
Harry Bate (Surge) came up for one days racing.
These MJ sailors have to be congratulated on their
improvement during the season. It’s great to see some
of these guys now venturing out into Gold division on
Sundays. Avalon now has the basis for a good MJ fleet
as big as any participating club.
MJ training will continue during winter and an MJ
training camp will be held at the club during the
September school Holidays. Contact Andrew Kendall
or Jim Dargaville for details.
The 2004/5 Manly Junior Australian Championships

are to be held on Pittwater at the RMYC over Xmas
and we hope that ASC can field a good size team for
that event.

Jim Dargaville
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The Notice Board
ASC
Race Winner
For Sale

LIDGARD 26
Twice winner of Two Islands Race

This 26ft yacht
is looking for a
new home and a
loving owner to
hopefully race
again at Avalon
Sailing Club

ALL ENQUIRIES TO LAMOORE YACHT SALES ON 9974 5222
Letter from America
Once again, thanks for a very informative update on doings at ASC. Despite some
faces changing, it seems things stay constant - our younger sailors achieving great
results at various championships, club members cruising to exotic places, people falling
off boats or failing to pick up their moorings. . .
It was interesting to read about the history of the building of the club house, and
made me wonder if any more work was going to be done on the club's history web
pages.
Sadly, there is just about zero sailing here in Jackson, Mississippi; the only sizeable
patch of water is full of the locals in their overpowered stinkboats; and the wind
either refuses to blow at all, or blows dogs off chains. There is a yacht club - which
for $700 a year, you can sit on the verandah, drink cold stuff and tell stories about
sailing in other places. Not for me, thank you. However, I do have a job here, which is
more than I can say about Dallas, in Texas, even though the sailing there was good,
albeit on fresh water.
All the best,

Ken Ray
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(past Editor and Committee member)

Cruising Musing
A regular forum for the yacht cruising members

G

reg and Debbie Edwards, (Swagman) ably assisted
by Nick, organised the cruise to Cottage Rock, and
were joined by Jim and Sue Flaye (Kate Kelly) and
Lizzie, Onnie Ella Callum and me (Tara III)
The weather was perfect, and the timing of the tides
gave us plenty of beach for drinks and snacks in the
evening, and breakfast the next morning.

We motored around to the Hawkesbury at about 10
pm and anchored in a lovely quiet little cove just
inside the entrance, returning to Cottage Rock the next
morning for breakfast. I love motoring at night, and
quietly gave thanks for an electric windlass and a
good chain washing system. It was also useful to have

The kids used the fine soft sand to sculpt canals, dams
and holding ponds for the spring water falling down

the spotlight for the moments when we watched the
rocks approaching our stern as we motored astern and
waited for the anchor to bite. It did, before the rocks
became a pressing issue. (True to form I had put out 5
times the depth at high water of chain, and backed the
25 Kg anchor in hard; probably in the conditions a
scope of 3 would have been adequate, but I like to
sleep well, even if it does mean bringing half a ton of
mud up on the chain the next morning!)
Our next cruise will be at Easter, with Port Hacking
the tentative destination, subject to weather. If you
would like to know about this and future cruises, send
me your email address, and I’ll put you on the mailing
list .we currently have 20boats on the list.
Enjoy the rest of the lovely autumn weather aboard!

the rock face from the shower pipe, and explored on the
surf ski. Jim and Sue bush walked up the waterfall to
the top of the escarpment. And the rest of us sat and
thought, and sometimes just sat.
Tara III missed out on the evening drinks on Kate Kelly,
because I was driven insane (not difficult) by a houseboat full of people who had decided that their mission
in life was to serenade all the other boats within a mile,
all through the night. It is strange how often house
boats are full of such yahoos; I can only suppose that
the hiring places require them to pass a test of deafness,
lack of consideration and appaling taste in music before
they give them the keys. Bah humbug.
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Going Astern
Boats do not go kindly astern

A

fter the cruise to Akuna Bay I was asked by a couple of members about boat handling in close quarters. I have been given
the following useful tips over the years, which have really helped
me. It would be great if other members would write in with the
ideas they have found really useful, whether in Anchoring, Boat
handling, Close hauled sailing, Dinghies etc. Together we could
build up an ABC of tips!

The following tips all make use of the prop walk effect, where the
prop acts as a paddlewheel before it really bites the water, particularly in astern. The effect is strongest with slow turning large 3
bladed props, and least with small folding two bladed props. Try
the tips below with your boat, and see how much you can rely on
prop walk. It is really useful for close quarters boat handling!
1. Most yachts will turn through 180 degrees in their own length,
if there is not too much breeze. This is a very useful skill to have
coming into marina berths or alongside a jetty where your
approach is (say) starboard side to, but you
actually want to be port side to. This is how to do it with a normal, right-handed prop. For a left-handed prop, turn the other
way!
• Stop the boat dead in the water
• Put the wheel hard over to starboard
• Give a burst of full astern for one or two seconds. The object is
for the boat not to start to go astern, but for the prop wash effect
to kick the stern to port
• Immediately give a burst of full ahead for one to two
seconds. Again, the object is not for the boat to move ahead, but
rather for the water flowing over the rudder to give an extra
nudge to the motion already set up with the stern
moving to port
• Keep alternating bursts of astern and ahead until she has turned
as much as you need
• Centre the wheel and motor ahead.
2. Sometimes you need to back the boat down a long narrow
space such as a fairway in a marina. This is because a yacht will
weather cock so that the bows lie downwind, and if you need to
go upwind in a narrow space, you will have to get there astern
Few boats are easy to back. Tricks to try include:
• Face aft with the wheel behind your back. This gives you the
easy intuitive sense of "right hand down takes the boat to the
right", just like steering normally in ahead. In the drama of backing in a narrow space, the last thing you want is to have to
remember to turn the wheel the other way, which is what will be
needed if you are steering facing forward
• Get the boat under way with a good burst of astern, then go
into neutral and steer her as she carries her way. This is much easier than fighting the turbulent water produced by the prop
around the rudder in astern, which often make the boat crab at an
angle.
• Use bursts of ahead and astern with the wheel hard over to get
the stern pointing where you want it first, rather than try to steer
too much in astern. I f she drifts off as you back, use this technique again to line her up again
• As always with boats, think it all through first, do it slowly, do
it once and do it right. Trying to change the approach mid
manoeuvre is likely to be messy!
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3. To bring a yacht alongside single-handed (in a marina berth, at
the ASC jetty or when putting on fuel):
• Rig a good sized fended on the port side about half way
between the mast and the stern
• Rig a spring line from a cleat or a chainplate a metre or two aft
of the mast. If you know the place you are coming into has a cleat
close to mid ships when you are in, tie a bowline in the end of the
spring and have 2 metres or so of line from your toe rail to the
loop.
• The ASC jetty is very nicely set up for this, with a big cleat on
the southern pile. Most marinas I have been into also have a cleat
about in the middle of the finger jetty. The length of the line will
depend on whether this cleat is there. If there isn’t, lengthen the
line and drop it over a cleat close to the stern. There is no harm
done in getting close, having a look, and adjusting the length of
the line to suit
• Approach port side to, if at all possible. This will give you the
advantage of the prop wash effect.
• Drive to a position about a metre off where you want to be,
stop dead in the water and use prop walk (short bursts of astern)
to gently get you close enough to the cleat ashore
• Drop the bowline over the cleat ashore
• Put the wheel hard to starboard and motor ahead at idle
• This will snug the boat alongside and she should stay there
quite happily for ever. You may have noticed that this is what ferries do when putting on passengers at a wharf.
• You now have all the time you need to step ashore, and rig
stern and bow lines, and forward and aft springs, if you are
intending to be there for a while
• Turn off the engine when she is properly snugged down
• You can use the amidships line and the motor when you take
off the other lines as you leave, so that you can take your time.

Stuart Walker

Two Bush Sailors
We promised to bring you part of one of the
winning Valentine Day Cruise poems.
Penned by Geoff and Jennie Fogarty it
is too lengthy and too hot to
publish in full but this short verse will
give you a taste of the high standard
that applied that night

“The heat, The dry,
The Bush, The dust,
It all added up,
To a bucket of lust”
Thank You Jennie and Geoff

Young 88 Regatta
ASC Yachts Dominate

Top to Bottom Winners
Young Generation
Forerunner
KTV@Sea
All Photos kindly
supplies by
Ron Farley
www.possummedia.com.au

STOP PRESS
Jeff Ogg and two of his crew
have chartered a Young 88
and are competing in the New
Zealand Nationals. Organised
by the Royal New Zealand
Yacht Club on Aukland
harbour. fifty yachts are
anticipated to compete in the
series starting on April
1st...whoops April Fools Day

hree Young 88’s represented ASC at
T
last months regatta and aquitted themselves very well in a hot fleet of twenty
boats. Four races were held on the
Saturday afternoon over a 1.5 nautical mile
leg, windward, leeward course. Sunday
was an offshore race starting about a mile
east of Barrenjoey.
Jeff Ogg in “Forerunner” was 1st in the
modified boat division and second overall.
Norm Field and “Young Generation” were
3rd in the standard division and 5th overall.
And KTV@Sea saved their best to come
second over the line on the Sunday race to
finish 9 th overall
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Hudson Parade, Clareville, NSW 2107
Phone: (02) 9918 3637
Editor:

Mike Maher
(02) 9918 9271
michael@smile.com.au
webmaster@avalonsailingclub.com.au

COMING EVENTS
Next Cruise
Easter - Port Hacking subject to weather

Club Picnic
18th April, Portuguese Beach
Be at Club 1000hrs for transportation
BBQ All Welcome

Assistant Editor:
Stuart Walker
stuartwalker@optusnet.com.au

Working Bee

www.avalonsailingclub.com.au

(PLEASE NOTE DATE CHANGE)
1st and 2nd of May
BBQ Lunch Start 0800hrs

“For the fostering, encouragement,
promotion, teaching and above all
enjoyment of sailing on the
shores of Pittwater”

Centreboard Presentations

Affiliated with
the Yachting Association of NSW
Patron: Iain Murray

Blue/Red/Gold
2nd of May 1600hrs BBQ after

Commodores Ball
May 29th, Theme “Re-cycled”

RUNNING BY THE LEE
o much copy this month that I have been forced to leave some contributions over to the
next issue. My apologies to those who missed out. You will notice some fine pictures of
the Young 88 Regatta by Ron Farley of Possum Media, check out his web site at
www.possummedia.com.au Ron took these and many other fine photos of the Regatta and
kindly gave Avalon Sailing Club the right to reproduce some in our Jibsheet. The season is
fast coming to a close and the Portuguese Beach picnic on the 18th of April is the next
not-to-miss event. Not forgetting of course the Working Bee...where all hands will be
joyfully accepted.

S

From now the Jibsheet will go into it‛s winter mode and be produced every two months.
But please do not let that stop the contributions, without them it would be next to
impossible to sustain the readerships interest. The break will give me time to look again at
our website which judging by the hits it gets from members and non-members all over the
world is incredibly popular. I hope, among other things to, work on the “History” pages but
if any of you have suggestions for features that you would like to see on the site...please let
me know at michael@smile.com.au and we will see what can be done. Have a great Easter.

Mike Maher

www.avalonsailingclub.com.au

