
2017 Couta Boat National  
Championships and  
Wattle Cup regatta 

14th and 15th October, 2017 

Supplementary Sailing Instructions 
Event Website 

http://avalonsailingclub.com.au/j/index.php/members-a-visitors/regattas/couta-nationals-regatta  

 
1. RULES 

1.1. As detailed in the NOR, and  
1.2. The CBA has approved a change to class rules: Electronic devices may be used for navigation on the passage race  
1.3. A National Jury has been approved under RRS 70.5 (b) and the right of appeal is denied. 

 
2. SIGNALS MADE ASHORE, OFFICIAL NOTICE BOARD, VHF 73 
2.1. Shall be the event website. 
2.2. Recall details and Umpire Observations may be broadcast on VHF Ch 73 

 
3. SCHEDULE OF RACES 

Date Races Briefing 1st 
warning 

Latest 
warning 

13 Oct, 2017  2 Practice races 12:00 14:00  

14 Oct, 2017 3 (LA/TL) 10:00 12.00  

15 Oct, 2017 1 (passage) 10:00 11.00 13.30 

 
4. THE COURSES   
4.1. Races 1-3 will be LA  Courses. Mark 1 may be set to leeward of 1A. See diagrams 
4.2. The Passage race will be a two-island race and will be posted by 10:00 hrs on the day. 
5. CLASS FLAG 
5.1. The Couta Boat class flag is a white flag with black ”O”.   

 
6. MARKS  
6.1. Start-Finish Pin orange Inflatable   
6.2. Course marks yellow Inflatable 
6.3. New Mark green Inflatable  

 
7. AREAS THAT ARE OBSTRUCTIONS AND NAVIGATION HAZARDS 
7.1. Boats shall not pass between any fixed mooring and the nearest shoreline after 

the warning signal and throughout the duration of the race. That is, all moorings 
must be passed on the channel side.  

7.2. All navigation marks are obstructions and shall be passed on their designated sides.  
7.3. At all times, special attention should be given when navigating Lion Island and its surrounds. The effects of swell, 

breaking seas and the possibility of uncharted rocks must be carefully considered. All boats must keep a minimum of 
80 meters from Lion Island when rounding. It is noted that there are possibly four hazards when rounding the island; 
two located on the NE corner of the island and two when passing the western side of the island. At low tides the risk 
of these hazards may be increased. Crews are reminded to keep an active watch.  
 

8. TIME LIMITS:  
8.1. The Race Time Limit is 90 minutes except the passage race which shall be 4 hours.  
8.2. The Finishing Window is 1.5 times the elapsed time of the first boat that sails the course and finishes.  

 
9. SCORING 
9.1. Each boat's series score shall be the total of her race scores, excluding her worst score other than the passage race, 

once four races are completed.  
 

 

http://avalonsailingclub.com.au/j/index.php/members-a-visitors/regattas/couta-nationals-regatta


10. PENALTY SYSTEM 
10.1. Rules 44.1 and 44.2 are changed so that only a part-turn is required when taken voluntarily. 
10.2. On a leg to a windward mark, a part-turn is a gybe and luffing to a close-hauled course as soon as reasonably possible. 
10.3. On other legs a part-turn is a tack and bearing away to 90 degrees from the true wind as soon as reasonably possible. 
10.4. An umpire may penalise a boat for a breach of sportsmanship, a rule of Part 2 or Rules 31, 42, 69 by signalling the boat 

with a whistle and red flag.   
10.5. A penalised boat shall complete a one-turn penalty in accordance with rule 44.  
10.6. A boat that fails to take a penalty signalled by an umpire will be scored a post race penalty SCP without a hearing, 

unless a protest finds she did not break a rule or this is recommended in an arbitration. This changes rules 35, 63.1, A4 
and A5. 

10.7. The post race scoring penalty in SI 11.6 and the penalty in rule T1 (b) is changed to 25% of the difference between a 
boat’s score and retirement. 

10.8. Umpires may signal with a green and white flag where they see an incident and decide that no rule was broken.  
10.9. Umpires are less likely to initiate a penalty signal for an incident if there is no valid protest by a boat. 
10.10. Any incident not signalled by the umpires may be protested or subject to Appendix T Arbitration. 

 

PASSAGE RACE FIXED MARKS –  

 
The marks are permanent NSW Maritime yellow cones or RMYC red cylinders as below: 

C Approx 0.3nm NW of the ASC S Off Stokes Point Lp Off Longnose Point 

N Off Sinclair Point (south of 
Great Mackeral Beach) 

T Off Towlers Sp Off Soldiers Point (to the north) 

Rp Off Rocky Point (north west of 
Scotland Island) 

J Off Juno Point Tp Off Taylors Point 



 


