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From the Tiller
Even though the end of the sailing season is fast approaching the 
activities at Avalon Sailing Club are continuing to attract great 
support.
Thank you to those who gave generously of their time at the 
working bee on Saturday 17th February. A particular thanks to 
the new members from the junior ranks who attended their first 
working bee and assisted with cleaning, tidying, deck repairs 
and boat maintenance, John O’Neil for constructing a storage 
unit for the Nippa centerboards and rudders and cradles to allow 
the RIBs to be transported to external events on a box trailer, 
and to Peter and James Kidner for doing the hard and heavy 
work demolishing the ramp on the Friday afternoon before the 
working bee and preparing the new section of deck. The new 
crane is due to arrive any day which will enable this project to 
be completed. The next working bee will be held on 5th May, so 
mark it on your calendar now. Remember, the club exists out of 
the efforts of the volunteers who support it! One of the projects 
for this day will be aiming to adjust the storage areas to take 
eight more flying elevens looking to race next season!!
The Avalon MJ contingent, coaches and supporters were a sight 
to behold at the final round of the State Championships held at 
Belmont 16’ Skiff Club on 24/25 February ... both by sheer weight 
of numbers and the fact that all participants looked the part in 
their Team Avalon rash shirts.  Highlights of the weekend were:
 F		19 of the 80 boats at the regatta were there representing 

Avalon Sailing Club;
 F		Our Blue Division graduates who made up 13 of the 30 boat 

Rookie fleet;
 F		Gemma Rasdall and Hannah Lanz sailing Bullet being the 

2nd placed All-Girl crew and 5th in the open fleet scratch 
results;

 F		Great performances from Zac Duryea and Harley Walters (6th), 
Harry Bate and Clare Costanzo (10th), Wil Coxon and Oliver 
Bell (21st ) and Will 
Dargaville and Mallee 
Lambert (22nd) in 
the open fleet scratch 
results;

 F		Michael Koerner and 
Sam Nesbitt (6th) 
in the novice fleet 
handicap results; 

 F		Our Flying Eleven 
skippers and crew 
who volunteered their 
weekend to mentor 
the MJ team. Thank 
you to Tom Koerner, 
Tim Forbes-Smith, 
Matt Mayall, Anna 
and Penny Kendall, 
Damien James and 
Monica Hyde for being 
such wonderful role 
models; and

 F		The many parents who 
supported the event.

Photos appear later in Jibsheet.
Yachties are reminded that dates have been set for re-races of 
the abandon events early in the season  Retriever Trophy Heat 
1 will be resailed on 15th April and Quartet Bowl Heat 1 will be 
resailed on 6th May, followed by a BBQ on the deck and will also 
count towards the Cumberland Cup.  Preparatory signals will be 
at 12.25.  All members are invited to participate in the BBQ from 
about 3.30.
For centreboarders starting to think about the type of boat they 
would like to skipper or crew next year, there will be opportunities 
over the coming weeks to test sail MJs, Spirals, Flying 11s and 
a 29er. If you are interested please contact Nicole Koerner or 
Andrew Kendall. When you have decided on the boat for you, 
take advantage of the monthly winter training days so that you 
start the new season race ready! Dates to be advised soon.
If you have been to our website recently or read last month’s 
newsletter you will have seen some wonderful photographs 
of the Nippas, the club and some of our junior sailors.  The 
photographs are courtesy of Murray Vanderveer, whose son Noah 
is a new recruit in Blue Division.  Thank you Murray for capturing 
the essence of Avalon Sailing Club in your photography.   
Unfortunately Rob Wall has decided to step down from the 
Committee at the end of the season. Rob and Sue have been great 
supporters of the annual junior sailing camp and worked hard to 
facilitate the Friday afternoon school sailing at the club.  Thanks 
Rob and Sue for your contribution. Rob will remain an active 
member and regular crew on board Contango. Nominations for 
the Committee will be called prior to the AGM in August.  If you 
would like to find out more about how you can support the club 
through active involvement in the Committee, please contact me 
or Peter Gale.
Happy Sailing

Geoff  Fogarty
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Challenger Head Weekend

The Challenger Head Race saw ten boats enjoying superb autumn sailing around 
West Head and up to Akuna Bay in a mild 10 knot sou’easter.  The first boat to the 
finish line in the “unofficial” spinnaker division was Ozad Force 10 sailed by Peter 
Gale followed by Mrs Commodore in Presto. In the main event, for which the results 
are more complicated than a shortened one day cricket match, Soleil took out first 
prize (median placed yacht), Hagar was second (last placed yacht) and Satchmo 
third (fastest yacht). Twenty-three stayed for a wonderful BBQ dinner at the marina 
facilities, a social breakfast at the café and a leisurely sail back to Avalon the next 
day. Thanks to Celia Craig and Toni Fox for your organization and Don McLachlan for 
starting and finishing the fleet.

Geoff  Fogarty

Photos John and Cher Knight

WHEN IT’S NOT ALL PLAIN SAILING
As many of you know there are times I would rather “walk across water” than sail. 
In fact I still haven’t seen the covers that replaced our hideous red velvet covers on 
Laura two years ago.

I often reflect that amongst the keen sailors in the Club many of them learnt to sail 
when they were young and it’s a sport that goes through life with you. My main 
exposure was to tennis, softball, basketball and a little golf.

Despite the fact you rarely see me on the water (occasionally in it when I have tried 
to get from Laura to the dinghy) I just love the camaraderie of Avalon Sailing Club.

I am often told I do too much for the Club and to stop putting my hand up for tasks. 
The reason I do it is because I have nothing to really offer as a crew member. There 
are so many hard working members in the Club it is a pleasure to be part of that 
team that helps the pulse of the Club.

Late January I decided to take up ballet coming down the stairs at home – these 
architects that design split level houses should be shot, not let out to sail! The stairs 
came off better than me – I successfully broke my ankle badly in two places and 
ended up in hospital with the doctor putting meccano pieces in the ankle to fix it. 

It was devastating as we were due to go on our long awaited Lord Howe holiday two 
days later. I don’t know what was worse, the pain or the depression, or the guilt I felt 
for ruining our holiday plans.

News travels fast within the ASC network and I was overwhelmed with the support 
we received. Stunning flowers, beautiful cards and words of encouragement, lovely 
phone calls and people dropping in just lightened my heart knowing that there was 
so much love, kindness and concern from our Avalon Sailing Club family.

When the cards seem to be against you, remember the “yellow pages” in the ASC 
Mainsheet – here is a list of people you can rely on and turn to for help.

Thank you all for helping me on this journey.

CC   (Celia Craig)

Guess Who. Don’t Sue.
We had our annual cruise/race to 
Challenger Head but very little happened.
Not like the good old days of people doing 
the inaugural “Fogarty” and Greg Bolton 
having a little sleep and rolling into the 
water.

Oh well! Guess we are all growing up, 
damn it.

However, who was the very fast boat that 
had to be up to the finish line and back to 
the Club in time to drive up to the B.B.Q. 
AND FLEW A SPINNAKER. Never mind they 
had a Papal dispensation your eminence.
That did not stop a certain crew member 
on the sunny boat from flying a protest 
flag, albeit his red underdaks. Nice cut 
Phil.

Hullo Peter Hudson. You know that 
discussion we were having about a certain 
politician over a few quiet little red wines 
towards the end of the night. He was the 
one that had a brother as QF cabin crew 
and you said he had a double barrel 
name. It came to me at 0300. Should have 
woken you but I was too nice Claudie.
Bloody Laurie Brereton, the minister for 
closing the East/West runway and blowing 
tyres on aircraft in cross wind landings.

Norm Field
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Dancing with the Stars Ball Ticket Order Form
Send this form to Celia Craig, 29 Duff Street, Turramurra 2074. Phone 9488 7416
Here is my cheque/credit card authority for $_________ Please reserve ______ places for me.
Name __________________________________________________________________________
Phone __________________________________________________________________________
Avalon Sailing Club Credit Card Authority
Please circle type of card      Mastercard        Visa         Expiry ■	■	■	■
■	■	■	■			■	■	■	■			■	■	■	■			■	■	■	■

Signature _______________________________________________

✂

Share a glass of bubbles under the 

stars then look forward to a night 

of great food, great company, great 

dancing and trophies for a season of 

great yacht racing. 

$60 per head includes champagne on 

arrival (then BYOG), 2 course meal, 

live entertainment and excellent 

service.

Prize for best ‘star’ (celebrity or other, 

let your imagination run wild) and 

best decorated table. 

Yacht Racing, Cruising and 

Centreboard Divisions adults – book 

early to make sure you get a place. 

This event is always booked out.

RSVP asap to Celia Craig.

Dancing with the Stars
Saturday 26 May at the Clubhouse - 7pm till Midnight

Imagine … a night dancing under the stars - with the stars!

THE COMMODORE’S BALL 2007
HH
H



The Cruising Division has been on several enjoyable events this 
year.  There was no long-distance adventure over Christmas and 
the New Year this time, as both of the offshore crews had other 
commitments.  The Flayes on Kate Kelly did go down to Sydney 
Harbour to see the New Year fireworks display and relax after 
a very stressful Christmas.  We have definitely decided that the 
best spot to view the fireworks is from Steel Point, near Nielsen 
Park on the Vaucluse side.  There is a clear view down to the 
Bridge and plenty of swing room for anchoring.  Bradley’s Head 
is a dreadful scrum of boats dancing around in deep water on 
the end of skinny lengths of string supposedly serving as anchor 
lines.  Best to keep well away!  The fireworks were wonderful and 
we then moved back to Quarantine Beach for the night before a 
good brisk sail back the next day.

The first official cruise was on the Australia Day weekend, when 
three boats set off to join in the Harbour activities.  Hagar (Paul 
& Bev Sinclair), Kate Kelly (Jim & Sue Flaye) and Windborn 
(new members John and Jenny Cronan) set off at 5.00 a.m. and 
motored down to the Harbour on the calmest ocean I have ever 
seen, arriving well in time to get right into the thick of things. 
Kate Kelly put her Christmas raffle prize to good use and hoisted 
the enormous flag up the forestay for the festivities.   We jumped 
the start of the Ferrython and escorted them up the Harbour and 
also got right into the middle of the fleet in the Parade of Boats.  
It was all very colourful and exciting.  We got really close to some 
of the tall ships (the Duyfken, visiting from Holland, being the 
prettiest) and took lots of photos.  Despite the number of vessels 
travelling in close quarters, everyone behaved very well and it 
was only a little bit scary at times!  It was a beautiful sunny day 
and we had a great time.  We went back to Steel Point for a 
quiet lunch break and were treated to the spectacular sight of 
the RAAF jets speeding directly above us several times, engines 
blazing, wings misting and then disappearing straight up into 
the heavens:  an exciting climax to the proceedings.  

We then moved back up the Harbour and went under Spit Bridge 
(the contentious 4.30 opening I seem to remember!) and picked 
up a couple of moorings in Bantry Bay on Middle Harbour.  We 
had a few celebratory drinks before an early night – it had been 
a long and exciting day.  The next morning the six of us did 

the bushwalk to the peak at the head of the bay; hot work but 
worth it for the spectacular view.  We then set off on Hagar to 
go up to Roseville Bridge for lunch at Echoes café, which was 
most enjoyable and relaxing.  The forecast  strong southerly was 
picking up as we went back to our moorings and as we turned 
the corner back into Bantry Bay, we saw that John and Jenny’s 
boat had company.  They had left out their fenders and lines to 
await our return on Hagar, and an East Sail charter yacht that 
had got into trouble (line around its prop) had gone alongside 
and scratched their newly-applied paintwork.  Fortunately there 
was only superficial damage and the company has offered to 
pay up.  Paul did a masterly raft up alongside Kate Kelly on the 
other mooring; not an easy task in such a strong southerly.  The 
wind blew itself out quickly and left us with a beautiful evening 
to enjoy again. 

The next morning Hagar and Windborn set off to return to 
Pittwater, enjoying a good quick passage back in about 3 hours.  
We spent another day exploring Middle Harbour with visiting 
family on board.  We even managed to catch a 2 kilo Kingfish 
from the mooring at the end of Bantry Bay where we had 
stopped for lunch.  We saw some young lads in a tinny hauling in 
beautiful big fish, so Sue dipped a squidgy in one of her fish oil 
capsules and cast the line very badly, wrapping the line all round 
the rod and reel, but a fish struck straight away and we had to 
haul the line in hand over hand with the rigging gloves on!  Sue, 
the accidental angler!!   We barbecued the fish that night and it 
was delicious, eaten under the stars at Collins Beach.  We sailed 
home the next day, also making good time, spinnaker set and 
going nicely.

Our next cruise was to Maitland Bay on February 17th.  Sorry 
about the working bee fellas, but I didn’t know about it when I 
planned the cruise calendar!  It was the most glorious weekend, 
with settled nor’easters forecast, so we stayed the night over 
at Maitland quite happily.  There were five Avalon Sailing Club 
yachts anchored in the bay as the sun went down; exclusive usage 
and a record number for an Av cruise.  Another boat joined us 
on Sunday too, so a round half dozen participated.  Once again 
Hagar and Kate Kelly and this time joined by Roman and Phil 
Zwolenski on Kirin, Eric Gidney on Impulse, Ron and Dolores 
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Cruise News

ASC anchorage at Maitland Bay



Dawson on Sherbro and Richard Houwing, a prospective member, 
joined us on Sunday.  We spent a wonderful weekend swimming, 
snorkelling, kayaking, bush walking and of course enjoying the 
odd drink and nibblies together, including sundowners on the 
beach and lunch aboard Hagar.  It was like paradise over there.  
I don’t think anyone wanted to sail home, but we made a fast 
passage back in a good 20 knot nor’easter, which made for great 
sailing. Maitland is a glorious spot, but you can only stay there 
if there is absolutely no chance of a southerly arriving.  It is an 
ocean anchorage, so one must anchor prudently and securely, 
stay alert to changes of conditions and have an exit strategy, 
each skipper taking full responsibility for the safety of their own 
boat and crew.  But when the conditions are right, there isn’t 
a more beautiful spot on the water.  From the same bay a few 
weeks earlier, Jim and Sue were treated to a spectacular view of 

comet McNaught blazing a trail across the evening sky in direct 
transit over Barrenjoey light: a stunning visual memory.

The next cruise will be the Challenger Head Race and overnight at 
Akuna Bay on March 10th for those interested in a light-hearted 
race (is there such a thing amongst all the Etchells and other 
featherweight flyers?!) followed by a great evening of socialising.  
We will discuss possible destinations for an Easter cruise shortly, 
perhaps to Lake Macquarie if conditions are suitable.

Susan Flaye - Cruise Co-ordinator
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Accidental angler

Beach party at Maitland Bay

YACHT RACE 
NEWS FLASH!

The Sailing Program has been amended to 

provide for catch up races for those  

abandoned early in the season as follows:

Retriever Trophy Heat 1 will be  

resailed on Sunday 15 April.  

Warning signal will be 1225.

Quartet Bowl Heat 1 will be resailed on Sunday 

6 May. Warning signal will be 1225.  

A BBQ will follow and participation in this race 

and BBQ will also contribute to the  

Cumberland Cup to make up for the abandoned 

September Family Race.
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For your Diary...
Rouseabout home at last
After three weeks of hard work, casual moorings and waiting for 
the right breeze we finally made it to Clareville. 

Our mission was to get the boat ready for the Audi Regatta 
and then sail to Pittwater. At times I thought we would never 
make it to race day with the mast out of the boat for painting 
a new standing rig. My lunch times were spent in the boat yard 
at Greenwich sanding and painting and rigging the boat finally 
Friday arrived and the mast dropped in perfect no surprises. 
Race day was a blast and the Audi was incredible. I have never 
seen so many Yachts jammed into Middle Harbour.

The following Saturday was our window of opportunity to go 
north. A light 10 to 15 knot southerly pushed us up the coast in 
4 hours. For an old girl she slipped along nicely and I know she 
will enjoy the tranquillity of her new home. As my father calls 
her “a Gentlemen’s day sailor”. ED

Running by the Lee

“For the fostering, encouragement, promotion, teaching and above all  
enjoyment of  sailing on the waters of  Pittwater”
Affiliated with the Yachting Association of NSW. Patron Iain Murray 

PO Box 59 Avalon NSW 2107. Clubhouse: Old Wharf Reserve, Hudson Parade. Phone (02) 9918 3637 
Editor Mat Butterworth – Mat.Butterworth@optus.com.au 

Assistant Editor and Artwork Claudie Moffatt – cmof5582@bigpond.net.au

24/25 March
Spiral State Championships, Oak Flats, Lake lllawarra.

15 April
Re-race of Retriever Trophy Heat 1.

21/22 April - Pittwater Regatta 
Open to all yachts and centreboarders to participate in  

the historic 100th anniversary of this event.

29 April - Interclub Picnic 
at Portuguese Beach  - a fun day of socializing and  

beach games from 11am – all invited.

5th May - Working Bee  
please come and help share the workload –  

essential if you have yet to contribute this season.

6th May
Re race of Quartet Bowl and Cumberland Cup Heat 1  

with BBQ after.

BYRA Sail Marathon – Le Mans start at 12MD at BYRA.

26th May – Commodore’s Ball
Come and glide around the dance floor or strut your stuff 

with a celebrity in “Dancing with the Stars”…… 
tickets on sale soon.

27th May – 
Centreboard Presentation

Come and celebrate everyone’s achievements, Blue, Red 
and Gold, followed by a BBQ. 

ASC CANTEEN 
CLOSING DOWN

Unless we get someone to take over, 
it will be closed. 

The only other alternative is that for the first 
time in the history of the Club we will have to 

out source and that means prices for every item 
will increase by 100%. If you can help please 

ring  Michelle Gale 9918 3627.

For the safety and 
convenience of all 
members  
the clubhouse is a 
skateboard-free zone.


