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From the Tiller
I thought things slowed down as we moved into winter!!  Over 
the last few weekends we have had yacht sprints, Commodore’s 
Ball, centerboard training, centreboard presentation, Winter 
Series race and a barbeque – phew I’m pooped.  The Jibsheet 
this month is a pictorial celebration of one of the quintessential 
features of our club…….having fun…be it Picnic Day, the ball, 
Centreboard presentation day or cruising the Whitsundays, every 
picture exudes the fun that ASC offers!!!

What a stunning evening the Commodore’s Ball was……. another 
great success, with 92 ASC stars slipping, sliding and swooning 
around the “ballroom by the bay” under the stars and under the 
guidance of our own dance artistes Terri and Damian Percy. Some 
of the stars and starlets in attendance included Paris Rasdall, 
as stunning French Fields, a Cuban Cigar smuggler (??), and oh 
so many just dressed to kill. Best dressed on the evening were 
Pierre Field and Liz Cassis, and the best decorated table was the 
Deys, Craigs, Pontins et al. Well done everyone for your creativity, 
congratulations to the trophy winners for your fine efforts during 
the season and thank you to Toni Fox and the social committee 
for your organisation. A full list of the winners appears later in 
Jibsheet.  

The lucky draw for the Cumberland Cup was won by the Laura 
Syndicate, who will enjoy a Whitsunday charter thanks to the 
generous sponsorship by Cumberland Charter Yachts. Thank you 
Murray and Julie Sheer.

But of course, the night is not just about racing. We also 
acknowledged some very special contributors to the running of 
the club:

Glenn Sanders was awarded the Ryves Shield for Clubmanship for 
his dedication to the tasks of ensuring that response boats, marks 
and boat boys are coordinated, prepared and ready to go each 
week so that we can all enjoy our on-the-water activities. Glenn 
puts many hours into this task and is a great contributor to the 
Club Committee. The standing ovation was well deserved.

The Club Trophy was awarded to Andrew Kendall whose passion 
for the club is legendary. He has been a real supporter of the 
centreboard training programs and through his close working 
relationship with the club coach Richard Scarr has assisted many 
of our centreboarders to progress from beginner to racer.  Andrew 
has also been a major force in the building improvement works 
undertaken over recent years including this year’s removal of the 
ramp and installation of the gantry.

Greg Bolton received a well deserved medallion in appreciation 
of his efforts and broad shoulders in one of the more challenging 
club tasks as handicapper and results keeper, providing sign on 
sheets, handicap maintenance and web based results.

A “bubbly bouquet” was awarded to Celia Craig. Celia’s tireless 
work behind the scenes ensures that social events, newsletters, 
sailing instructions, the club directory … everything that the 
club produces or does has in some way been supported by CC.  I 
described Celia as the Commodore’s mentor, because her support 
over the past two years has guided, supported and advised me in 

my role. Thank you Glenn, Andrew, Greg and Celia from all the 
members of the club for your wonderful contributions.

The Centreboard Division presentation not only recognized rac-
ing successes, but also enthusiasm, improvement, sportsmanship, 

commitment, inspiration and contribu-
tion. Congratulations to all the award, 
series and perpetual trophy winners.  A 
detailed listing appears later in Jibsheet. 
Particularly moving was the award to 
Nelson Rufatt of a special trophy in-
scribed in Braille. Tom Koerner and 
Peter Kendall presented the award and 
described how inspired they were with 
the touch and skill that Nelson has dem-
onstrated learning to sail. Keep it up 
Nelson, we all admire you.

The Centreboard Division is able to operate so successfully 
because of the efforts of a very large number of volunteers. 
Special acknowledgements were made this year of:

Brett Stapleton who was awarded the Bellingham Shield for his 
assistance with centreboard results, and contributions to the 
Centreboard and General Committees.

David and Robyn Hyde who were awarded the Flying Dutchman 
Trophy for leading Blue Division and ensuring that the ASC 
“nursery” continues to provide a great introduction to the sport of 
sailing and to the club. David also made a significant contribution 
to the Centreboard and General Committees coordinating the 
purchase of the new RIBs and the gantry.

I would like to repeat my special thanks to Nicole Koerner, whose 
work at the “front desk” every Sunday morning throughout the 
season has ensured that the club maintains a warm, welcoming and 
well-organised image to all newcomers. Nicole’s efforts through 
both the Centreboard and General Committees also ensure that 
the centreboard activities are coordinated and communicated to 
all involved.

Thank you to Brett, David, Robyn and Nicole for your contribution 
to the club.

This will be the last Newsletter before the AGM (5th August) so 
please lock that date in your calendar.  If you are interested in 
getting involved in the management of the club through our 
committees please talk to Peter Gale or Nicole Koerner. Other 
upcoming events are listed in “For your diary” on the back page.

This will also be my last “From the Tiller” as my term as Commodore 
will finish at the AGM. I would like to thank you all for your 
support over the last two years…it has truly been an honour and 
a pleasure to be the Commodore of  the sailing club closest to 
Paradise.

Happy Sailing

Geoff  Fogarty - Commodore
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PORTUGUESE BEACH PICNIC DAY

Photos Ian Craig
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In late April the 
Soleil Syndicate 
experienced the 
most glorious, fun 
packed, eight days 
in the Whitsundays 
enjoying the 
fruits of their 
Cumberland Cup 
win.
Our thanks go to 
Julie and Murray 
Sheer for making 
it all possible. The 
Cumberland prize, 
which we won by 
participating in 
the ASC family day 
races, certainly 
gave us the kick-
start we needed 
to get ourselves 
organized and put 

plans in place.  
We decided on an eight day charter on a large 12.2 metre Grainger 
catamaran “On the Double” which had as much space and luxury as 
we could ever want.  (See it at www.ccy.com.au). The weather truly 
was beautiful one day, perfect the next.
John and Cher took on the exercise of provisioning the boat, eight 
people, eight days – well how much food and alcohol does one 
really need?  Each couple was allotted two nights on which to cook 
and supplied a list of provisions needed so John and Cher had a 
rather large shopping list – after two supermarket trolleys in Woolies 
for non perishables and then back the next day for fruit and veg, it 
was all looking a little daunting!!  Fortunately the grog was delivered 
cold to the marina and loaded into the extremely efficient deck 
fridge/esky so all we had to do each night was chill the glasses in 
the freezer.  We dined like kings (and queens) on fillet steak, tuna 
steak, butterfly lamb – just to name a few, and then managed an 
entire leg ham for lunches.  Why would we bother with a resort 
restaurant when we had a floating version and didn’t have to worry 
about the breathalyzer.  Irma became the queen of dessert and we 
had a few!!
After loading the vessel and getting our comprehensive briefing, 
we headed off early afternoon on Saturday. We didn’t have a route 
planned – just cast our sails to the wind – but it wasn’t long before 
we decided there wasn’t really much choice and headed for that 
popular first night stop of Nara Inlet.  That first day of sailing was 
probably the most taxing, beating into the 30 knot wind, two reefs 
in the main with the sailors cursing the limitations of trying to sail 
a catamaran!!
The first day is always a settling in day; getting used to the cat; 
working out how the oven and the fridges worked and getting used 
to our agreed routine:- one couple responsible for dinner each day 
– getting used to it was pretty easy for those off duty. But how would 
a French boat syndicate celebrate their first night at sea, with a well 
chilled bottle of Moet of course, and didn’t that go down well, it was 
a shame having to revert to the Aussie sparkling for the subsequent 
drinks, but somehow we coped!!
Sunday morning the wind was still blowing from the South East. That 
was enough to make us decide to head north and do a “clockwise” 
trip around the islands.  So we headed for Blue Pearl Bay on Hayman 
(for lunch) and then overnight in Butterfly Bay at the north of Hook 
Island.  The snorkeling in both locations proved fantastic. There 
were all kinds of wonderful reef fish swimming past one’s mask and 
the coral was clear and displayed the many colours of the rainbow 

– it certainly is one of the many wonders of the earth.  
It was recommended that we wear stinger suits when going 
snorkeling so we hired 8 suits from Cumberland.  We donned these 
full neck to ankle lycra outfits with front zipper, the guys had more 
than a little trouble getting their “pantyhose” on and then there was 
many a comment about ”men in tights” but they did look quite sexy 
with the right body!! 
That was the day Kaz II left Shute Harbour on its ill-fated voyage.  It 
would have passed close to Hayman Island and Neil believes he saw 
the yacht some time during the day.
We elected a captain each day and this worked to a certain extent, 
it was their decision on what course to take and where to anchor 
– but, everyone added their two cents of course.  We had our first 
“mutiny” when laying an anchor on the first day John was heard to 
cry “I thought I was the %#@*%*# Captain, you all seem to know 
what you are doing but no-one has bothered to tell me” – some of 
the crew, in a most disrespectful manner provided the only suitable 
answer by dropping their shorts for a “brown eye”….. and we all fell 
about laughing.  So much for authority on this trip!!
On the Monday, yet another beautiful day emerged and after an 
early morning swim and snorkel we motored to Manta Ray Bay 
where we stopped for morning tea and yet another snorkel.  No 
sooner had we secured the mooring than we were visited by Elvis, 
a huge “hump-headed Maori Wrasse” fish who came right up to the 
steps of the boat to welcome us, and then swam with us when we 
went in for a swim!,  Elvis was not alone; he had an entourage of 
numerous large angelfish – what an experience!.  
We left there late morning to head for Cataran Bay on Border Island. 
We attempted to sail into 20+ knot wind and an ebbing tide. With 
tides up to 4 metres, the currents run swiftly.  The sailing was 
fine but we were getting nowhere. So much for catamarans going 
upwind! The strength of the tide against us meant we made no 
forward movement and in the end we motor-sailed to Cataran Bay 
but the total trip took 5 hours rather than the expected 2-3 hours. 
The lesson is that although you can’t do much about the prevailing 
wind you can work the tide in your favour so plan your day (sail 
either in the morning or the afternoon) so you are running with the 
tide to your chosen destination.
By the time we got to Border Island we were exhausted and it was 
late so we just had to recover with a couple of glasses of champers 
and a most stunning sunset – well, except for the Birchalls who were 
on dinner roster that night.  Many photos were taken of the setting 
sun and the cry went around the boat – look at the sunset, ooh, 
aah as the champagne corks began to pop. In fact, we spent most 
evenings sipping champers or G&Ts watching glorious sunsets. Once 
the sun set the night sky was a wonder to behold – bright stars, and 
the Milky Way, far from the city lights.
Next day we snorkeled before breakfast and then motored to 
Dumbell Island – a lovely little spot but the snorkeling was not up 
to scratch. We then sailed to Tongue Bay on Whitsunday Island from 
where we took the runabout on a trip up Hill Inlet. It’s a large estuary 
with a very large area of shifting sands and mangroves up the river. 

Soleil Syndicate Fills Their Cumberland Cup 

Hill Inlet near Whitehaven Beach

On the Double
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We  visited a small deserted beach without a single footprint upon 
it, and saw stingrays and even a small shark   We then walked up 
to the lookout overlooking Hill Inlet and Whitehaven – this is the 
scene that is always shown when the Whitsundays are advertised 
and it certainly takes one’s breath away.  The water is just that 
indescribable colour of aqua and the sand is pure white silica and 
one can see for miles. The highlight is the juxtaposition of the blue 
water and white sand and how it changes as the water ebbs.
From Tongue Bay we motored south to the main Whitehaven Beach 
area. We enjoyed the entire Whitehaven area so much we stayed for 
two nights, relaxing, having lazy breakfasts and lunches, opening 
the bar much earlier than usual and generally pleasing ourselves.  
We walked on the beach, saw many sea planes take off and land, 
swam, took a short trip over to Chalkies for a snorkel and generally 
saw what was there – it was just wonderful and the couple of days 
just lazing about suited everyone on board.  Life doesn’t get much 
better……to quote Deirdre “I’m in heaven…I’m in heaven”
One could wonder why it would be necessary to have a DVD on 
board such a boat but we found we had come prepared: as the 
night wore on and we listened to more and more of “our” music, we 
decided to play a few DVDs the old rockers had brought along, Bee 
Gees, Moody Blues, Simon & Garfunkel and Queen,  ….as well as 
some other “oldies” (thanks to John – the music aficionado),  and we 
danced and sang and even in some cases cried with the memories. 
Much easier to party this way than in a hotel on terra firma!
By the time we left Whitehaven it was becoming obvious that 
we needed to take on fresh water and the girls especially were 
requesting longer showers to wash their hair etc, so off to Hamilton 
Island we went.  The sail there was lovely – we motored through 
the notorious Solway Passage (which was very well behaved on this 
occasion) and then sailed across to Fitzalan Passage, in front of the 
high rise apartments and around the luxurious end of Hamilton 
where the new resort is being built.  It was a bit of a shock to be 
back in quite a “metropolis” after having had no interaction with 
others of the human species for a few days.
We tied up at the temporary stay marina for two hours, filled up 
with water, dumped the copious amounts of rubbish, (who says 
there were more bottles than anything else?).  Second lesson: it took 
us just under an hour to fill the water tanks and we are certain that 
they were not 100% full when we picked up the boat so before you 
leave on your charter check and fill the water (while you are being 
briefed) and check with them where all the filling points are. 
Some of us took to the shops, others were keen on a real coffee and 
some took a golf cart and did a quick tour of the island.  Everyone 
agreed we didn’t need anymore time than the 2 hours in civilization 
(even included a quick check of emails at the internet café) and took 
off once again on our sailing “home away from home”.  
We contemplated going further south, however, there was still 
a south-easter blowing and we knew we would be motoring, not 
sailing.  Also some who had been there before say the southern end 
doesn’t have as much appeal – certainly not the quality snorkeling.  
So we set sail with the wind and headed back north.

 We spent the evening at anchor in Cid Harbour.  (We probably 
anchored half the nights and were on Marine Park moorings the 
other half. We felt perfectly safe whether anchored or moored but 
we certainly put out lots of anchor chain due to the large tides 
and associated strong tidal flows.)  The moorings were occasionally 
associated with some significant “bumps in the night” felt mainly by 
those in the forward berths…..leading to interrupted sleep……and 
lots of laughter in the morning.  We went ashore in Sawmill Bay and 
did a beautiful walk over the hill from Sawmill Beach to Dugong 
Beach.  
The next morning we enjoyed a great sail up the west coast of 
Whitsunday Island, through Hook Passage then up the east coast and 
around to the northern end of Hook Island.  We chose to come back 
to the snorkeling areas (after 2-3 days away) because we enjoyed it 
so much and we were lucky on our return to have chosen Luncheon 
Bay. It was probably the best snorkeling of all. We snorkeled before 
evening drinks and again in the morning, and once again saw 
incredible fish and coral – PERFECTO!  Just spectacular.
Moving on, we had a beautiful, broad reaching sail in glorious warm 
sunshine to Blue Pearl Bay (again) where we stopped for lunch and 
had our last snorkel of the trip – this time at the south end of the 
Bay (which wasn’t as good as the northern end)  We then motored 
around Bird Island to Stonehaven Anchorage (Hook Island) for our 
last night..  It seemed hard to believe that our wonderful holiday was 
coming to an end.   Bob provided our final night’s entertainment 
– absent mindedly stepping into an open deck hatch.  Fortunately 
his fall was broken by his ribs – ouch!  He had an uncomfortable 
night and trip home! And the guy who was on the bunk underneath 
his fall had uncomfortable nightmares!!
Finally our last day arrived and we were nearly in tears, it was 
extremely hot when we arrived at the marina at Airlie Beach and we 
went through the tedious process of packing, dividing up goodies 
and getting ourselves off the boat.  Of course we still had our 
sea-legs and it felt most peculiar to be on dry land again.  We all 
commented during the few days to follow that we were still rocking 
and how difficult it was to accept we were back in the “real world”.
Our trip was one that will go down in the memory bank as a holiday 
never to be forgotten due to the company, the wonderful boat and 
just all the amazing sights we saw. A natural treasure well worth 
preserving for generations to come! 
In retrospect it isn’t a hard thing to do.  We were surprised at 
the ease of getting around.   A trip to the Whitsundays is a great 
holiday and navigating and sailing in the islands is within the 
capability of all club sailors. The amazing water colour and scenery, 
spectacular marine life, fine food and excellent company means 
an unforgettable holiday with many reunions to fondly reminisce 
about our days in “heaven”, We would thoroughly recommend a 
visit to the Whitsundays at least one in your lifetime.

John and Cher Knight

Boy drinks

Girl drinks



Tribulations of a Yacht Co-ordinator
tribulation n. grievous trouble, severe trial or 
experience (Macquarie Dictionary)
The Quartet Bowl is generally sailed with a handicap start on 
course 20, to Juno Point and return, J being the only mark of 
the course.  Early in the season one race was abandoned due 
to extreme winds.  The postponed race was sailed on Sunday 6 
May. 

The start
A fleet of 17 boats presented to the start, very satisfying 
considering that the race was out of season. However the 
start was a shambles. The light northwesterly that had blown 
encouragingly for most of the morning didn’t just die, it suffered 
a coronary and dropped stone dead, unfortunately during the 
starting sequence. After the starting signal we counted off the 
minutes as boats bobbed up and down. Just Magic was about 
100 metres up the course when the Youngs started.  So much 
for handicaps.  Should we have postponed? If we had, we might 
not have got a start at all.  Once the race has started, you can 
shorten or abandon, but not postpone. And it had started before 
we realized the depth of the lull. Over a series of six races a 
variety of conditions is experienced and the advantages fall all 
ways.  Perhaps.

The decision to shorten course
Radio contact with a leading boat confirmed our impression that 
progress on the course was slow, no boat was yet approaching 
the mark and that no boat might finish the course within the 
time limit. It was decided to shorten the course at J. Racing rule 
32.2 and ASC Sailing Instruction 21 therefore applied.

Shortening of the Juno course has been very rare. Norm Field does 
not recall another occasion. Sailing Instruction 21.3 provides an 
alternative that is incapable of being implemented and in any 
event requires that “the J mark has been rounded”, an outcome 
that couldn’t be guaranteed on this particularly light day.

So a finishing line was established at J following instruction 
21.1. In determining its position the yacht coordinator was 
conscious that the mark required a port rounding and that to 
avoid confusion the line should extend north of the mark.  Two 
factors mitigated against this:  the mark is relatively close to the 
northern shore and three fishing boats were at anchor in close 
proximity on the northern side.  It was decided in the interest of 
safety to establish the line to the south of the mark.

The finish
The forecast southeaster finally kicked in about 3.30 p.m. and 
brought with it a rush of boats to the Juno mark.  So how were 
they to finish? Should the mark be kept to port as indicated 
by the course? Or kept to starboard so as to pass between the 
mark and the committee boat? Confusion amongst skippers 
was evident. This was compounded by the compact state of the 

fleet:  the first 10 boats finished in 7 minutes with the last boat 
to finish completing the course just on 4.00 p.m.  With only the 
yacht coordinator and a driver aboard the Committee vessel, it 
was not possible to determine whether every boat “finished” in 
accordance with the rules.

Reflections
“A yacht finishes when any part of her hull … crosses the finishing 
line in the direction of the course from the last mark” (Racing 
Rules, Definitions). The last mark in this case was presumably the 
starting line – there was no other – so to finish in the direction of 
the course from that mark means, I believe, to continue sailing 
west, leaving J to starboard and the committee vessel to port (as J 
is no longer  a mark of the course but is now an end of the finish 
line). Most boats left J to port (as the original course required) 
then in rounding it passed between it (still to port) and the 
committee vessel (now to starboard). However, that constitutes 
a “hook finish” which, according to The Rules in Action page 98 
is always illegal (acknowledgment to Norm for drawing this to 
my attention.)

An alternative – that I would probably adopt if in the same 
situation again – would be to set the committee vessel east of 
J so that boats would finish by holding the committee vessel to 
starboard and J to port.   Would the finish line would then be “at 
90 degrees to the course from the previous mark” as required by 
the sailing instruction?  Its arguable.

At least one boat managed to sail back to Avalon unaware that 
the course had been shortened, clearly enjoying the new breeze.  
So a word of advice is to observe the flags on the committee 
vessel and know what they mean. The square blue flag indicates 
that the committee vessel is on station at the finish line and flag 
S (white flag with a small square of blue at centre) indicates that 
the course is shortened. The committee vessel may also give a 
sound signal to draw attention to the flags, but is not required 
to.

I wish you fair winds for the winter series.

Bob Birchall

Commodore’s Comment:  Bob’s experience with this race has been 
discussed by the Committee and  the sailing instructions will be 
amended for next year to give some clarity for both the yacht 
coordinator and skippers.  Thanks Bob for the report.
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OBSERVE THE FLAGS ON THE 
COMMITTEE VESSEL AND 

KNOW WHAT THEY MEAN.
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FREE Beginning Coaching 
Principles Course!! 
The Australian Sports Commission (ASC) 
has developed a free online Beginning 
Coaching Course to help increase the level 
of coach education. 

The Australian Sports Commission has 
developed a free online course for 
beginning coaches. 

The online course is also a great guide for 
parents involved with coaching at club 
level. 

While the The National Coaching 
Accreditation Scheme (NCAS) Beginning 
Coaching Principles Course has long 
been available in both face to face and 
traditional Distance Education  formats, 
this is the first time the programme has 
been available online, and it’s FREE.  

Beginning coaches can register for 
enrolment online and have 12 months to 
complete the 6-hour course from the time 
of enrolment. 

 The course forms the basis of the Yachting 
Australia NCAS Instructor course and is a 
pre-requisite for the YA NCAS Club Coach 
course. 

Yachting New South Wales intends to 
schedule a YA NCAS Club Coach Course in 
the June - July - August period, so if you’re 
thinking of “kicking off” as a coach, this 
is a fantastic opportunity that should not 
be missed! 

Further information including registration 
details can be on the flyer or go to https://
learning.ausport.gov.au/jPortal/Home/

ED

Coaches can now learn online! 
The Australian Sports Commission has released a new online course for beginner coaches.  The
Beginning Coaching General Principles online course has been developed to assist coaches improve 
their basic coaching skills, in particular, those coaches working with children.

Thanks to a subsidy from the Australian Sports Commission the online course has initially been 
launched free of charge to Australian coaches (coaches must have an Australian postal address). 

A major benefit of the online course is that coaches can complete it in their own time, from the 
comfort of their home. To quote one coach who undertook the course:

About the course 
The course contains five modules which cover a range of general coaching topics including the role
and responsibilities expected of a coach, planning, safety, working with parents, communication,
group management and inclusive coaching practices when working with people with a disability or 
special population groups.

The course takes approximately six hours to complete, and there is assessment included at the 
end of each module. Coaches have six months to complete the course after they register.

Becoming an accredited coach 
The Beginning Coaching General Principles course can provide the first step towards accreditation.
Your national or state sporting organisation can provide more information on the sport specific
requirements to achieve coach accreditation. The online course is also able to be used as part of
the training for coaches within the Active After-school Communities program.

How to access the course 
The Beginning Coaching General Principles course is available from the Australian Sports
Commission’s new online learning portal. For more information on the course and to enrol, visit the
website below: 

https://learning.ausport.gov.au

“This has been great for me as I have been trying to do a
coaching course for a long time and time is never on my side. I

have four children and I coach a number of teams so it was
great to be able to do it at home in my own time”

Guess Who 
Don’t Sue!
Who was the “Soleil” crew member  

given the “can of worms” to be 
Yacht co-ordinater for the resailed 
Quartet Bowl? You did O.K. Bob, just 
that mother nature was agin you. 
See Bob’s story of a day at A.S.C. in 
the newsletter. Apart from no wind 
for the first hour of the race Bob 
was presented with a shorten course 
problem and feral fisherfolk near the 
Juno mark.

I have included a Royal Yachting 
Association interpretation of finishing, 
especially “hook” finishes, which Bob 
was presented with. Eat your heart out 
Prince Phillip and come to Pittwater.

Who was the new East Coast 31 
boat owner that has invented a 

new term for the Race Rules, when he 
retired from the first winter series on 
Sunday after the Ball. It is D.N.S. and 
no it does not mean did not start. It 
means “did not stop,” and it applied 
to his engine. Very honest of you Brett 
and Robyn as apart from the water 
coming out the back, I do not think 
anyone would have worried AFTER 
THE BALL.

The rumour now from Ray Daley is 
that there are enough “31’s” to start 
a division.Beauty, keep up with the 
Eggshells, mate.

You might like to include the following 
in some form in Guess who.........

The Commodore was a bit anxious 
on the morning of the first winter 

race as the handicapper hadn’t arrived 
as usual with a sign on sheet and 
handicaps.

AS time was getting on, a phone 
call was in order to check that the 
Greg was about.  After a couple of 
unanswered calls to Greg’s mobile, 
Denise eventually answered and let on 
they were actually in England so Greg 
couldn’t drop the sign on sheet off on 
this occasion!! Good one Geoff that 
would have been around midnight!

Greg then followed up with an email 
the next day: “Geoff, sorry I wasn’t 
there to prepare results.  Unfortunately 
had to go to Bath and stay with John 
Taylor for a few days.  Have done more 
walking and cycling in the last two 
weeks than I think is good for me.”
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GREAT FUND RAISER FOR 
AVALON SAILING CLUB 

I have ordered some of 
the 2007-2008  Sydney 
North Edition of the  
Entertainment Book and 
$12 from the sale of each 
book will be donated back 
to Avalon Sailing Club.  

To find out more about this 
great book look up their 
website - 

www.entertainmentbook.com.au
The book sells for $60.00 - if you would like it posted 
pls allow $5.50.

We certainly got our monies worth out of last year’s 
book - makes a great present - let me know if you 
would like one.

Kind regards
Celia Craig
94887416 (phone/fax)

secretary@avalonsailingclub.com.au

ADULTS LEARN TO  
SAIL A DINGHY – 

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

Are you an adult member of ASC who is 
interested in learning to sail a dinghy?    

If so, let us know.  We would like to get an idea 
of the level of interest.

Call: Lisa Rufatt – 9973 2261 
Simon Wild – 0416 195 665

❍                    Notice Board                  ❍
SOS – Old sails needed

If you have any unwanted sails, centerboard or yacht 
– they can go to a very good cause:  the Sails Ocean Sails 
Project, which provides sails and training for fishermen in 
coastal villages of third world countries.

For more information please call Toni on 0416 006 088 or 
9401 9277

ENERGETIC, 
INTERESTING PERSON 

WANTED
Do you enjoy convincing people to give you their money, 
goods or services?

The Club needs someone with energy and enthusiasm to 
take on the role of fundraising coordinator.

For more information please call Toni on 0416 006 088 or 
9401 9277

CREW WANTED
Agile forward hand, preferably with dinghy experience 
wanted for Etchells sailing on Foxy.

Possibly to share role alternating with one or two others, 
Sundays through summer.

Some practice through winter.

Age, gender doesn’t matter but pleasant personality does.

Please call Toni for more information 0416 006 088 or 
9401 9277
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POSITIONS VACANT
Boathand/drivers

Be you young, young at heart or just like driving small 

powerboats, Avalon Sailing Club is looking for up to two 

boathands/drivers to operate club powerboats supporting 

the club’s sailing activities. If you are interested or know 

someone who may be interested please contact Glenn 

Sanders to discuss the role, qualifications and rates of pay.

Yacht Division Handicapper
Greg Bolton is stepping down from the role of Yacht Division 

Handicapper so the yacht division is looking for a volunteer 

to maintain the handicaps and race results for next season. 

Please contact Peter Gale if you are interested or Greg Bolton 

if you would like to discuss the role.  
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Yacht Sprint Day – 
20th May 2007

The yacht sprints (or more accurately ambles) saw seven 
yachts complete three very short windward/return races 
in very light conditions.  Jeff Ogg in Forerunner scored 1-
1-2, and showed how important it is in this form of racing 
to crack a good start. Bruce Dey in Sharona continued the 
great form shown throughout the season and scored 2-2-1.  
At the start of the third race Sharona and Satchmo engaged 
in America’s Cup style circling close to the start line trying 
to time the perfect start.  Sharona timed it to perfection 
and held on for their win. Satchmo finished third overall 
with 3-4-3. Even though it was so light, everyone got a 
taste of this exciting form of racing and expressed interest 
in holding another sprint day during the winter…...date 
to be advised!

Centreboard Results 2006-07
Club Championship
MJ NOVICE

1st Michael Koerner/Sam Nesbitt – Full Throttle

MJ OPEN

1st Gemma Rasdall/Hannah Lanz - Bullet

2nd Zac Duryea/Harley Walters – Dynamic Lifter

3rd Harry Bate/Clare Costanzo - Surge

F11

1st Peter Kendall/Louis Halford-Barrow - Ace

2nd Tim Forbes-Smith/Nicola Forbes-Smith – Sparta

3rd Penny Kendall/Jessica Russell – River Rat

SPIRAL

1st Simon Hill – Hitchhiker

2nd James Slattery – Jaq B

3rd Gaye Lee – Salty Tits

Spring Pointscore
MJ NOVICE

Michael Koerner/Sam Nesbitt – Full Throttle

MJ OPEN

1st Gemma Rasdall/Hannah Lanz – Bullet

2nd Zac Duryea/Harley Walters – Dynamic Lifter

3rd Wil Coxon/Oliver Bell – Wilspeed

F11

1st Peter Kendall/Louis Halford-Barrow – Ace

2nd Tim Forbes-Smith/Nicola Forbes-Smith – Sparta

3rd Tom Koerner/Monica Hyde – Whitewash

SPIRAL

1st Simon Hill – Hitchhiker

2nd James Slattery – Jaq B

3rd Brett Stapleton – Volatile

This is an excellent and easy way to raise funds for the 
club. For each case bought, $20 goes to the club – so 
get your orders in now, and make sure you don’t miss 
out on the next tasting. Delivery is free.

Xabregas Unwooded Chardonnay 2006 
$14.00 /btl.
Pale straw in colour, this premium Unwooded 
Chardonnay exhibits delicious aromas of lifted 
tropical fruits with a splash of citrus. A complex, fruit 
filled palate exhibits melon, peach and green apple 
flavours, finishing clean, crisp and slightly spicy. 
Another fantastic wine for Asian & seafood dishes. 
It’s the perfect accompaniment for grilled tuna or 
salmon served with a mango salsa. 13.3% Alc/Vol

Ballast Stone Stonemason Cab. Sav. 2004 
$13.00 /btl.
Dark garnet in colour with cassis, pepper and cedar 
on the nose. The palate has dark chocolate, mint and 
dusty integrated tannins that deliver a well-structured, 
beautifully balanced wine. The perfect wine for lamb 
chops, sausages or braised lamb shanks. 13.5% Alc/
Vol.

HOW TO ORDER
Contact Damian Percy: 
damian@winemates.com.au
Ph: 8004 0265
Wine Mates Australia Pty. Ltd.  
P.O. Box 1236 Manly, NSW 1655

Wines of the Month
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Pittwater Regatta

Lightwind pre start at the Pittwater Regatta.

Classic skiffs

Dave the David on deck.
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For your Diary...
Are the days getting longer yet? Bring on the Winter 
Solstice.

These autumn shadows move too fast for me. I never 
have enough time to play with the boat. The weekends 
are short, the breeze is light and if we do manage to 
put a sail up it’s time to go home.

However, a lazy autumn breeze and a float around 
Pittwater is a great time to reflect. We have the coolest 
club house and the best location in pittwater. Let’s 
not forget the amazing waterway we call home. I 
always say ASC is the best kept secret and what really 
makes us special is the camaraderie the friendships 
and support for each other that makes every weekend 
great fun. Claudie and I will be hibernating during the 
winter months and we look forward to warmer days 
and an exciting season 07/08. 

A big thank you to everyone who helped with the 
newsletter this year most of all a huge thanks and 
hugs to Claudie Moffatt for adding amazing style and 
flare to our little Jib Sheet. Keep your story’s and ideas 
flowing.

Best Wishes

Mathew

Next Jib Sheet winter publications
July/Aug  &  Sept/Oct       

Running by the Lee

“For the fostering, encouragement, promotion, teaching and above all  
enjoyment of  sailing on the waters of  Pittwater”
Affiliated with the Yachting Association of NSW. Patron Iain Murray 

PO Box 59 Avalon NSW 2107. Clubhouse: Old Wharf Reserve, Hudson Parade. Phone (02) 9918 3637 
Editor Mat Butterworth – Mat.Butterworth@optus.com.au 

Assistant Editor and Artwork Claudie Moffatt – cmof5582@bigpond.net.au

17th June 
Centreboard Training

24th June
Yacht Division Winter Race and BBQ

15th July
Golf Day at Royal Avalon GC (to be confirmed)

22nd July
Centreboard Training

29th July
Yacht Division Winter Race and BBQ

4 Aug
Trivia Night (TBC)

  5th Aug
Annual General Meeting

12th Aug
Centreboard Training

18/19 Aug
Centreboard Icebreaker Regatta @RPAYC  

(to be confirmed)

25/26 Aug
Working Bee

13 October
New Members Night


