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From the Tiller

At a recent Committee meeting, when David Hyde, having 
delivered his report from the Centreboard Committee asked, 
“is there also a Yacht Committee?”, there was a moment of 
silence then a flicking through of Mainsheet and the response: 
“Yes, well there’s a Yacht Race Committee”. Always persistent, 
Dave asked “and when did it last meet?”. A longer moment of 
silence.

Then the Commodore, who knows the well tested politician’s 
adage “never call an enquiry unless you know the outcome”, 
assumed the leadership position and said “Why don’t we call a 
meeting of all the yacht skippers and crew and see what they 
have to say?”. A courageous decision Sir Geoffrey.

And so it came to pass that on D Day at the Terrey Hills Tavern 
in excess of 40 members gathered for the inaugural occasional 
Yacht Forum.

The overwhelming impression left by the mood of the meeting 
was of the deep affection for the Club shown by the members’ 
remarks and of an appreciation of the Club’s strengths and of a 
willingness to participate in maintaining and improving those 
strengths.

Phrases like “the relaxed atmosphere is the attraction – don’t 
lose it”, “ASC is about competence not competitiveness”, “there’s 
a good range of courses, good management and gentlemanly 
behaviour” were typical.

The long established structure of the Trophy Series – RT, BWS/
KT, QB, Family Race – which allows a choice in the degree of 
commitment to racing every week, was seen as a major and 
perhaps under appreciated positive. On the other hand the 
selection of courses which has also seen little change in many 
years was seen as capable of improvement. The word “boring” 
was even heard. Ideas such as the inclusion of additional marks 
to allow for more windward works in the BWS, varying the RT 
courses to alternate between fixed mark courses and “round 
the buoys” sprint courses, varying the QB course to include L, 
N or possibly Soldiers Point, introducing courses of different 
lengths to suit boat speed were suggested. The vagaries of the 
weather (“we haven’t had a decent north easter for 5 years”), 
the timing of course selection and start sequences  and the 
attendant difficulty of consistent handicapping were also 
discussed. In this regard it was thought that God would be a 
valuable addition to the Race Committee but that he was also 
thought to be unavailable either because he was dead or was 
a member of RPAYC.

The meeting recognised by acclamation the excellent work 
of the retiring handicapper, Greg Bolton, and summarily 
filled the position from the floor. It is only by the grace of the 
aforementioned, and the enthusiasm of John Siladi that Dick 
Ferris escaped appointment.

The 2007-2008 edition of Mainsheet will include some of the 
suggested changes to courses and race formats. In fact they are 
being drafted as you read this by an ad hoc committee during 
breaks between races at the Hamilton Island Race Week. Don’t 
feel that you are under any pressure there Peter or Geoff or 
Ross or Ritchie.

The promotion of external events such as the RMYC Good 
Fellowship Series, the Pittwater Regatta and the Australia 
Day Regatta was also seen as a good way of maintaining 
variety. Bruce Dey’s description of the après-race party at the 
Hawkesbury River Yacht Club (a moored 100 foot ammunition 
barge drawing 15 feet) sounded particularly attractive.

Further broad ranging discussion covered training for yacht 
crews and race management, ways of utilising the considerable 
depth of skill and experience within the club membership, 
ways of encouraging participation and ways of retaining and 
developing membership amongst other topics. This has lead 
to the conclusion that there is indeed a need for a standing 
Yacht Committee to see through these initiatives. Volunteers, 
preferably not the usual suspects, may self select by speaking 
to Peter Gale.

Ian Craig

I am currently away from my desk on leave sailing in the Hamilton Island Race Week.

YACHT ForuM - Terrey Hills

OPENING DAY 
SEPTEMBER 9
Sailpast to salute the 

Commodore 11am - 12 noon 
on Opening Day –  
dress your boats!



3

2007 AGM

Our new Mr and Mrs Commodore - Peter and 
Michelle Gale.

The old feather duster Peter Kidner presenting 
Geoff Fogarty the feather duster as he goes 
from Rooster one minute to feather duster 
the next. This tradition was started by Ritchie 
Venn on his standing down after office.

Peter Gale hands over the antique burgee.

Geoff presents Claudie Moffatt with 
some flowers.

It was lovely to see Brian Milton with his wife Jan and two of their adult children at 
the Club after the AGM. Club Secretary, Ian Craig, was quick to point out that Brian is 
in fact our oldest member of the Club but not in age. Brian has remained a continuous 
member of ASC for 40 years. You will see his name on the Honour board as Club Captain 
whilst serving on the Committee. Thanks Brian for your valued support. We look forward 
to seeing you in the odd race again or at one of the bbq’s afterwards.

Be nice to this man - and anything that will fit into his 
blue bag will gratefully be received as bribes. Thanks John 
Siladi for taking on the most unpopular job in the Club.

Relaxing on the deck afterwards.

Yummy scones - an 
annual treat.
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COMPETITION

OPEN TO ALL JUNIOR 
ASC MEMBERS 

win a $50  
shopping voucher
All you have to do is write on a 

piece of paper your top 3 ideas for 
fun and effective ways for the Club 
to raise money to buy important 

equipment.  
Add you name and contact phone 
number. Put the paper in the box 

provided at the Club.
Closing date - Saturday 8 Sept 

(winner announced at Opening Day)
The idea that is selected as being 
the most creative, fun and most 
likely to earn good funds for the 
Club – will win a $50 shopping 

voucher.
Open to under-18’s only.

World Champion 18ft Skiffs Visit ASC
Photos courtesy of  Chuck BradleyOn Sunday July 22 the Centreboard 

Winter training program had a visit from 
World Champion 18ft skiff sailors and 
their boats –  FIAT and Gotta Love It Team 
Seven.

Over 40 of our centreboard sailors spent 
time on the boats and by the shouts 
of delight and huge smiles everyone 
enjoyed the experience.   

We’ll leave the photos to tell the rest of 
the story. 

Thanks goes to Michael Coxon and Iain 
Murray for making these exceptional 
boats available to our young sailors, the 
18ft sailors Nathan, Aaron, Michael, Sam, 
Seve and Robbie for giving their time to 
treat our kids this unique experience, 
Linda Spicer for supplying the ‘childsized’ 
harnesses, and to the many ASC parents 
who manned response boats and assisted 
with making it all run so smoothly.

Nicole Koerner
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The following is an abbreviated version of the financial report 
tabled at the Club AGM on Sunday 5th August 2007.  

 YEJ 2007 YEJ 2006
Income and Expenditure  
Income 118,401 103,783
Operating Expenditure 131,190 105,276
Operating (Deficit)/Surplus (12,789) (1,493)
Other Income (social, canteen, interest, etc) 13,451 11,147
Net Surplus for the Year $662 $9,654

Assets and Liabilities  
Current Assets 74,111 77,735
Non-Current Assets 120,079 104,462
Total Assets 194,190 182,197
Current Liabilities 30,878 19,547
Total Liabilities 30,878 19,547
Net Assets $163,312 $162,650

Capital Expenditure on Club Facilities  
     & Equipment $29,242 $41,815

The small net surplus for the year shows that the financial 
demands on the Club remain high.  While we have managed to 
increase revenue over the last year, we have also managed to 
spend it, though the bottom line result had some extraordinary 
elements in it. 

o The increase in revenue for the year was almost exclusively 
due to sponsorship of approximately $15,000 that we gained to 
support the junior sailing activities and the boats and equipment 
that they use.

o Revenue from membership subscriptions was slightly up, 
but this was offset by the fact that we dropped the entrance fee 
to try to attract new members.  The outcome of his will reflect 
more in the coming years account than in last year’s.

o Income form the junior sailing camp was down about $3,000 
on last year.

The major increase in costs has taken place in the following:

o The major increase was our expenditure on training and 
training associated activities for our junior sailors.  This was a 
deliberate policy to maintain and attract new junior members 
to the club and recognition of the goals and charter of the club 
to promote junior sailing.  

o The other major increase was on maintenance expenses for 
our support boats.  This was up by about $5,000 on the previous 
year and reflects the aging of that fleet.  

o We have been hit by large increases in Land Tax on our 
Permissive Occupancy, which have more than trebled over the 
last three years.   This year’s result reflects three years of fees in 
the bottom line.

o Annual insurance expenses have decreased.  

Our miscellaneous canteen and social activities contributed 
profit of over $13,000, which shows how important it is to 
support these activities during the year.  Without these the Club 
would be in a net loss situation.

We have continued to invest in improvements in the club.  In 
2006/07 we spent approximately $29,000 on such upgrades.  The 
major items have been as follows:

o $11,800 on the 2 new RIBS and motors.

o $9,000 on the new deck crane and the replacement of the 
old ramp.

o $1,400 on race marks and new radios for the support boats.

o $1,000 on new sails for our 2 Manly Juniors.

o Approx $2,500 on new ceiling fans and their installation, 
$1,300 on a new hot water system and $700 in new matting for 
the storage areas downstairs

The clubhouse was also painted internally. All aspects of this 
expenditure are designed to improve the amenity to the club 
members and increase their sailing enjoyment.

The committee always has a key a number of expenditure 
proposals going forward which require ongoing funding.  Our 
funds for these projects come from the profit surplus that the club 
makes, our depreciation of existing assets and new sponsorship 
and donations that we can attract.  The major initiatives we want 
to achieve over coming years is a the purchase of a new club 
start boat to replace retriever and some redesign of the upstairs 
area of the clubroom to provide more space for social functions 
and build a proper race officers station on the end of the deck.

Despite this year’s very small net surplus, the Club remains in 
sound financial position.

Neil Gregory - Hon. Treasurer

Financial Results for the Year ended 30 June 2007



Guess Who 
Don’t Sue!
Not much gossip at the moment so it 
will have to be my indiscretions.

Guess who went inside a mooring last 
winter race, just past the Stokes Point 
mark. O.K. Peter Kidner I will admit it 
though none of us saw it, we were too 
busy dicing with Ray Daley. However I 
will come around and hand over third 
prize which is somewhat digested 
now. Sorry people.

The second indiscretion occurred 
during the R.P.A.Y.C. Wednesday race. 
As we came past Taylors Point there 
was an orange inflatable mark, which 
I assumed we had left out from the 
Sunday and was going to be used by 
R.P.A.Y.C. I told the R.P. start boat that 
I would tow it back to Avalon at the 
end of the race and received some 
blank stares.

Luckily a lot of the boats were still 
finishing after we crossed the line 
(first ho-ho) so we could not move 
it. The normal Waterways’ mark 
had been missing for about a week 
and R.P.A. knew about it and it was 
their mark. Just imagine the Manly 
Daily headlines. “Avalon yacht steals 
R.P.A.Y.C. mark.”

See you all on opening day. We are off 
to the snow this week.

Norm Field
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SOS - Sails Awareness Program 
Recycling Sails to Save Lives

We were very excited to have Peter Gately come to the Club on Sunday 5 August as guest 
speaker at our AGM to talk to us about the innovative and caring community-based 
assistance program called ‘Sails Ocean Sails’. He spoke straight after the AGM.

Initiated by Peter in 2006, this Program provides sails and sail training to fishermen in 
coastal communities of island nations to help maintain their livelihoods with the rising 
cost of petrol and helps prevent losses of life at sea when motors fail or fuel runs out. 

The fisherman have enthusiastically accepted Peter’s generous gifts of sails and sailing 
education and have been highly impressed with the quality of Australian sails.

This was a great opportunity to show Peter that the Avalon Sailing Club members care, 
and support his small but significant efforts to help the less fortunate. Even large sails 
are of use, as the Samoan government has approached the United Nations for funding 
assistance to modify the sails as required for different fishing vessels.  Alexander Downer 
has praised the program and donated sails from South Australia (see photo).

As his first official duty, new Commodore, Peter Gale, handed over more sail donations 
from club members and presented an Avalon T-shirt to Peter which he has promised to 
wear on his trips to the islands.

For more information, visit www.sails.wordpress.com 

Please support our 
Canteen co-ordinators 
Stephanie Allsopp & 
Pepper Gibb  by turning 
up for your rostered duty. 
Please ensure sailors 
come with change and 
not $50 notes.

Peter Hudson helps Peter Gately fill 
every inch of his sedan with sails

Generous donations of sails by club members

Peter Gale presents Peter Gately with 
an ASC Club shirt



greAT FunD rAiSer For 
AVALon SAiLing CLuB 

I have ordered some of 
the 2007-2008  Sydney 
North Edition of the  
Entertainment Book and 
$12 from the sale of each 
book will be donated back 
to Avalon Sailing Club.  

To find out more about this 
great book look up their 
website - 

www.entertainmentbook.com.au
The book sells for $60.00 - if you would like it posted 
pls allow $5.50.

We certainly got our monies worth out of last year’s 
book - makes a great present - let me know if you 
would like one.

Kind regards
Celia Craig
94887416 (phone/fax)

secretary@avalonsailingclub.com.au

ADULTS LEARN TO  
SAIL A DINghy – 

ExPRESSION Of INTEREST

Are you an adult member of ASC who is 
interested in learning to sail a dinghy?    

If so, let us know.  We would like to get an idea 
of the level of interest.

Call: Lisa Rufatt – 9973 2261 
Simon Wild – 0416 195 665

m                    Notice Board                  m

POSITION VACANT

CLUB DEVELOPMENT AND 
fUNDRAISINg OffICER

(voluntary position – as with all Club roles)

The Committee is looking for a dedicated, energetic, ‘big-
picture’ person with an appropriate background or life 
skills, to develop a sponsorship strategy for the Club and 
manage the fundraising program.  

Please contact Peter Gale if interested on 9918 3627 or 
mobile 0413 44 99 70

WORKING BEE 
AUGUST 25-26th
All hands on deck please!!
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POSITIONS VACANT
Boathand/drivers

Be you young, young at heart or just like driving small 
powerboats, Avalon Sailing Club is looking for up to two 
boathands/drivers to operate club powerboats supporting 
the club’s sailing activities. If you are interested or know 
someone who may be interested please contact Glenn 
Sanders to discuss the role, qualifications and rates of pay.

SAfETy AUDITS
Ian Craig will be available to do Safety Audits

Saturday 1st September from 8.30am by 
 appointment

Sunday 9th September 8.30am – 11.00am
Sunday 16th September 8.30am – 11.00am

For yachts entering Trophy Series races Safety 
Audits must be completed by the first heat of the 

BWS/KT
Phone and book in now 9488 7416

fIRE ExTINgUIShER  
TAggINg

It is essential your fire extinguishers are 
current. Please leave them at the Clubhouse 

fully labelled with Boat name and phone 
number by no later than 25th August. There 

will be a charge per extinguisher. They will be 
available for collection on 

Opening Day 9th September.
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This is an excellent and easy way to raise funds for the 
club. For each case bought, $20 goes to the club – so 
get your orders in now, and make sure you don’t miss 
out on the next tasting. Delivery is free.

Balast Stone Steeple jack Pinot Noir 
Chardonnay NV $13.00 /btl.
A beautiful pale pink sparkler with a fine creamy bead 
and a lovely berry nose. This easy drinking wine shows 
slightly sweet berries, nectarine and other stone fruit 
on the palate. A great wine for any celebration or to 
serve with oysters, cold chicken or at a lazy Sunday 
afternoon picnic. 12% Alc/Vol.

Ballast Stone Steeple Jack Shiraz 2004 
$13.00 /btl.
Medium plum in colour with pepper, spice, berry, 
mulberry, cassis and chocolate on the nose. These 
aspects are then matched on the palate with a well-
balanced, long finish. A lovely wine for the great 
Aussie BBQ or any beef dish that takes your fancy. 
14.5% Alc/Vol.

HOW TO ORDER
Contact Damian Percy: 
damian@winemates.com.au
Ph: 8004 0265
Wine Mates Australia Pty. Ltd.  
P.O. Box 1236 Manly, NSW 1655

Wines of the Month

Rigging Tips for Next Season?

Seen in a store in Valencia during the America’s Cup!
Submitted by Jane Durham

New Americas Cup 90 footer

Schickler Tagliapietra begins preliminary design for the new IACC 
90 foot race yachts. Preliminary dimensions: Length overall 27.4 
metres; Waterline length 25.7 metres; Beam 4.5 metres; Draft 6.5 
metres; Displacement 17 tonnes; Sail Area upwind 490 metres. 

The overall length and draft of this yacht have been chosen 
based on Brad Butterworth saying that the next IACC rule 
will be “like a box rule” and the intent to speed the boats up 
considerably, therefore a vastly improved displacement/length 
ratio (DLR) has been targeted. The hull form itself has been 
totally parametrically generated and improved through several 
iterations toward a balance between easily driven planing off 
the wind and ultra-high pointing.

SA
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Trivia Night a Great Success!
The Trivia Night on 4 August was a great success.  
Brains were challenged, the quiz mistress was 
challenged ($50 a protest), we found out how many 
members cannot recognize an ‘individual recall’ flag 
and how many members like making paper planes.

Not only did everyone have a wonderful time, we 
also raised $1755 from entry fees, silent auction, 
raffles and games.  And this with just 56 members 
attending – imagine how much we can raise next 
time when more members come!  

This fundraising is really important for contributing 
to the many maintenance and equipment projects 
that keep our club the best family sailing club on 
Pittwater.

special thanks to Toni Fox and Lindal Jeffries for 
their great organisation and smooth running of the 
evening.

These ASC boys contributed $70 to the Trivia night by testing their skills as paper 
plane manufacturers



We were beginning to think that the cruising season was over 
after a series of washed-out weekends and gale force East Coast 
Lows, but low and behold, the weekend of the proposed Soup 
Night was perfect.  It was sunny and clear with slight seas and 
an enormous full moon which rose early to illuminate the 
proceedings.  

We set off before lunchtime on the Saturday to once again seek 
out the elusive whales.

We have spent many a Sunday looking for them over the winter 
months, to no avail.

However, Stuart Walker, on his new motor cruiser, spotted six 
of them quite near Bangalley, having only taken his new vessel 
outside once!  Just typical.  In future, if we want to spot “Walker’s 
Whales”, we will stick close to him; Stuart seems to have the 
magic touch, having also been successful many times in the 
past. We think he may have a secret whale-attractant device on 
board, but he claims to merely go out to the 50 metre mark and 
just “slop around” while the leviathans swim past and put on 
gymnastic displays!  We then headed into the Basin, but were 
somewhat confused to find no trace of the club mooring near 
the jetty.  After we had circled several times, the fishing boat 
on a neighbouring mooring told us that the club’s had been 
dragged out of position during the wild storms of three weeks 
before.  We found it wedged behind another mooring some 200 
metres to the west.  A total of four boats arrived for the Soup and 
Fire Night:  Stuart Walker and friend Richard on his cruiser, John 
and Jenny Cronan on Windborn, Greg, Deb and Nick Edwards on 
Swagman and Jim and I on Kate Kelly.  We did not raft up, but all 
used separate ‘borrowed’ moorings for the occasion, the Basin 
being largely deserted.  We had towed large amounts of firewood 
(largely free thanks to the recent storms) in our dinghy and the 
Ranger encouraged us to burn any storm debris in the picnic 
area, so we were well prepared for a bit of arson. The Ranger 
had seemed surprised that we were planning to use the fire pit, 

and stated that the Day Picnic Area closes at sunset.  This is after 
I had rung the NPWS office and booked in for the event some 
weeks beforehand!  He didn’t really put up any strong objection 
though as he was very happy to be spared the job of clearing up 
the storm debris.  He also said he was very impressed with the 
record of yachties for leaving the place spotless on leaving.  Must 
keep up the good work and hope we can return in future years.

Jim built a mighty fire, which blazed for hours, especially 
brightly when we added the fallen casuarinas branches.  We 
chatted around the fire, watching the wallabies and enjoying 
some mulled wine and other warming beverages.  Some of us 
had brought soup and others full meals to heat up on the barbie 
plates, with varying degrees of success.  It takes a while to heat 
up pots this way and we found that our new wide-neck thermos 
barely kept the Mulligatawny warm.  No wonder they were selling 
them off cheap in an otherwise expensive Avalon emporium! At 
least the mulled wine was piping hot in the ancient Arcosteel.  
It was a beautiful moonlit night and we all had a great time.  
Sunday also failed to produce any whales, but we went home 
happy anyway, having enjoyed an enjoyable evening socialising 
in the moonlight.  Put it in your diaries next year and do come 
and join us.

Sue Flaye

June Family Race Day BBQ
The sun was setting after a cool but glorious family day race. 
While we sat chatting and chomping our early dinner in the most 
beautiful location in the world, a strange apparition appeared.  
Was it the Pittwater monster?  A fridge rowing by?  As it got closer, 
we were none the wiser, just fascinated.

Toni

Soup and Fire Night at the Basin
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GO! Ross GO!
The Audi Sydney Gold Coast and Audi Sydney Mackay fleet 
departed Sydney Harbour in a blaze of colour with a spinnaker 
start off Nielsen Park.  

Above is a snap shot of Secret Men’s Business #1 and how they 
were tracking of Cape Byron last week. 

The fleet enjoyed a rocket down hill run with some tricky 
navigating around the corner to QLD.  

Well Done Ross Trembath. 02:05:05:42. Can we all go with 
you next year?

ED

ASC Golf Day
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For your Diary...

A spectacular day at Royal Av for ASC Golf day 2007. 
I am still pondering the handicap system I believe 
was conceived on a bus trip from Telstra stadium to 
Turramurra. Golf was the winner and thanks to all 
who participated. See photos on page 11. You can also 
see Commodore Tiger Gale on the 9th demonstrating 
how not to hit Barrenjoey Rd on the website. Go to  
www.avalonsailingclub.com.au

Good luck at race week Peter!

A little help goes a long way. Last week while I was 
attempting to put my tinnie away I met a couple of poor 
souls stranded on the rocks and with pair of oars. They 
asked if I knew of a dinghy hire in the area.

I asked why and they responded with a familiar tale of 
dinghy keys left at home. The drive back to Sydney would 
surely write off the day’s sail planned with their two girl 
friends patiently waiting in the car park. I happily offered 
my tinnie for the day if they promised not to make the 
existing holes bigger. I was immediately rewarded with a 
lovely bottle of Pinot and a promise. The next day I received 
a phone call with many thanks and a request of how to 
join our happy club as well as making some good friends.

We have had some wonderful feedback and inspiration 
from the recent visit of SOS (Sails Ocean Sails) champion 
Peter Gately. Many sails and ideas were provided from 
ASC. The challenges SOS face in coordinating sails and 
training are overwhelming. Peter and Antonia have a 
vision of an online portal SAILINQ that will develop SOS 
and help the world wide sailing community coordinate 
and communicate more effectively. On behalf of ASC I have 
donated web space and development time for a new web 
site to help this vision become a reality. I will keep you 
updated as things progress. 

Last but not least WORKINg BEE August 25th – 26th. All 
welcome. ☺

MB

Running by the Lee

“For the fostering, encouragement, promotion, teaching and above all  
enjoyment of  sailing on the waters of  Pittwater”
Affiliated with the Yachting Association of NSW. Patron Iain Murray 

PO Box 59 Avalon NSW 2107. Clubhouse: Old Wharf Reserve, Hudson Parade. Phone (02) 9918 3637 
Editor Mat Butterworth – Mat.Butterworth@optus.com.au 

Assistant Editor and Artwork Claudie Moffatt – cmof5582@bigpond.net.au

25/26 Aug
Working Bee

Sat 8 September
Last day to enter the Junior competition for 

fundraising ideas.

Sun 9 September
OPENING DAY

Saturday 13 October
New Members Night

Friday 7 December
Christmas Party


