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From the Tiller
Dear Members,

Wow it’s almost Christmas...where has the spring season gone?

Over the Christmas period the Jibsheet (and the contributors) has 
a little rest, so this will be the last one until the end of January.

Soooo, what’s been happening and what’s due?

LAST MONTH CENTREBOARDS:
Another years Sailing Camp has come and gone. This year we had 
43 kids enjoy 2 fun-filled weekends of solid sailing. On the first 
weekend, Bob Oatley kindly provided “Wild Oats” for a few hours 
sailing on a big boat. All the kids had a go on the steering wheel(s) 
- as did some Mums and Dads..... Watch for some great photos 
appearing in the national media over the next few months! One 
shot has all the kids sitting on the rail - with no sails up - and the 
keel canted. It looks like the kids are causing the mini-maxi to 
heel right over....fabulous shot Murray!!

Many thanks to all the mums and dads that helped, our biggest 
fundraiser for many years was a great success.

The MJs had the second round (of 3) of their State Championships 
at Brooklyn, hosted by Hornsby Police Youth Sailing Club. Congrats 
go to (with best race result in brackets)

Open Scratch -
Mike and Sam, “Full Throttle” (4th)
Open Handicap-
Nicola and Sarah, “Need for Speed” (2nd)
Genevieve and Fred, “Bite Me” (3rd)
Novice Handicap-
Jess and Isabelle, “I Dunno” (2nd) and 4th overall!
Ritchie and Shane, “Blown Away” (1st)
Seldon and Ruby, “Reflex” (5th)
Hannah and Clare, “Panda” (6th)

Those are really impressive results, with 32 boats in the Open fleet 
and 22 in the Novices !!! See later in this issue for full details

Well Done Team !!!

The F11s had the first round (of 2) of their State Championships 
up at Lake Macquarie at the Belmont 16’ Skiff Sailing Club. ASC 
was the best represented club with 12 boats of 74! Our own Scott 
Cotton and Max Vos on “It’s Crunch Time” had 2 first places in the 
four races to lead the Championships with 3 races of 7 left to sail. 
Again, see later in this issue for more details.

 ...Go Avalon !!!

LAST MONTH YACHTS:
Our 1st yacht training in years was a great success. We had 30 
keen attendees on the deck on the Tuesday night. We discussed 
pre-race planning and preparation, simple strategies and rules at 
starts and mark roundings. On the Saturday we had 6 yachts turn 
up for some fabulous “on water” coaching. We did multiple starts, 
with one-on-one coaching in-between. The sixth start had all the 
yachts lined up perfectly - what a sight! We also set spinnakers 
without poles (to practice kite control) and learnt about gybe-
drops (drop the kite during the gybe with the final part of the 
drop to windward). Many thanks to our club coach Richard. Watch 
for the next yacht training dates early next year.

On the same day, we also had the first race of the Good Fellowship 
Series - together with RMYC, Hawkesbury River Yacht Club and 
Gosford Sailing Club. Well done to Bruce Dey and crew on “Sharona” 
(representing ASC) with a 2nd on handicap and 4th on scratch ! 

NEXT TWO MONTHS CENTREBOARDS:
The Manly Junior Nationals are at Middle Harbour 16’ Skiff 
Sailing Club in January. It looks like we will have at least 6 boats 
competing. 

The Flying 11 Nationals will be at Manly (NSW) 16’ Skiff Sailing 
Club, also in January. Again we look like being one of the largest 
clubs - in terms of boats - entered, with at least 11 boats.

Good luck to all our junior guys and girls competing !!

NEXT TWO MONTHS YACHTS:
Now that we are well into Daylight Saving, don’t forget we have 
alternate Friday Night Twilight Races with Palm Beach Yacht Club. 
ASC’s race starts at 6pm directly off the club and typically lasts 
about 45-60 mins. See your Mainsheet to see who is hosting the 
next one! After each ASC Race we have a BBQ (BYO everything) on 
the deck with prize giving. This year we have a huuuuggee NEW 
trophy for the best Twilight Yacht (handicap) - see the next issue 
of the JibSheet for further details.

Good luck to Ross Trembath and his team of many current and ex 
ASC members in their  

Hobart Race on “Secret Mens Business #1” – that’s the one with 
the big Aussie flag on the side.

With 2 races of the RMYC Good Fellowship series completed - and 
unfortunately not many  

ASC yachts - let’s see if we can get a good group together for race 
3, “the Brooklyn Bash” in February. The basic NOR is later in this 
JibSheet, but watch the RMYC site for more info.

AT THE CLUB:
Last week we had the Christmas Party for Adults on the Friday night 
- whew! 93 members and friends had another night to remember, 
with great dancing and food. On the following Sunday morning, 
we had the kids Christmas party - with our Gold sailors taking the 
Red and Blue kids out on a few F11s and 29ers. Everyone had 
a beaut time, with poor Santa getting mobbed by all the kids. 
Haven’t those kids ever seen lollies before.....??

I look forward to catching up with you all at the club – don’t forget 
the fabulous family BBQ we have on the club deck on the last 
Sunday of each month (all members are invited) BYO everything.

Many thanks to all for the news, suggestions and commendations 
- keep ‘em coming !!

To all our sailors, sail well, sail fair, sail fast and make your club 
proud !

Peter Gale - Commodore
Avalon Sailing Club

“The sailing club closest to Paradise!”
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Letter of Thanks
Avalon Sailing Club 
P.O. Box 59 AVALON BEACH NSW 2107

19th November 2007
BAYVIEW   NSW   2104
Attention: The Commodore

Dear Peter

I wish to express my gratitude to the skipper & crew of  the good ship 
“Laura” who came to our rescue when my yacht “Mariza” lost her mast 
during the Blue Water Shield race on Sunday, 18th November 2007.

In a calm and seaman-like manner Peter and Glenn sprung aboard to 
render much needed assistance and bring some order to the chaos that 
ensued after the dismasting.

I am a newly “re-joined” member of  the club and it was at this stressful 
time I was reminded of  the great camaraderie and spirit which is so 
evident throughout the club and why I am so pleased to be back as a 
member again.

A very special, heartfelt thanks to all those involved in my rescue

Yours sincerely
Stephen Pinn

An Open Letter to Members
Dear fellow members,
As you are all aware, we are a “family-centric” club, whose charter is
For the fostering, encouragement, promotion, teaching and above all, 
enjoyment of  sailing on the waters of  Pittwater
We are a friendly bunch of  people who love sailing - and who are known far 
and wide at other clubs as exactly that type of  person.
Every Committee member is a volunteer and most also hold down a full-time 
job.
Our fees are very reasonable, but there is a trade-off.
Every member is expected to help a little. That help can, of  course, take many 
forms.
Next time you see some kids waiting on the deck (or in the water) for some 
help lifting a sailing dinghy, take two minutes of  your busy schedule to 
ask if  they need a lift…..perhaps spend two hours a year at one of  our 
(unfortunately) poorly attended working bees……if  you see the boat boys at 
the end of  a long day struggling with outboard motors or buoys, lend a hand.
Next time someone from the club rings you to check if  you have remembered 
your upcoming duty, before you answer with a groan and reply with a 
“Yeah…what?”  or. “I’ve already helped once this year…”, ask yourself  “Do I 
want to help MY club??”
We have over 400 “faces” at the club but only about 50 that regularly help….
Let’s keep it that most of  the members know each other and nod with a wave 
and a “G’day” when we see each other outside the club.
Be proud of  your local sailing club!
See you on the deck, or out on the water soon

Have a happy and safe Christmas and enjoy your sailing

Peter Gale - Commodore

Boats, Bits and Blue
Well another icon at Avalon has 
gone this time. Retriever has left us 
now after many years of service and 
repairs, some may be sad others happy 
but with $2500 extra in our kitty the 
treasurer is certainly smiling. Who 
would have believed with a starting 
price of a dollar that she would go 
for that! Obviously there are some 
keen connoisseurs of classic boats out 
there. 

Anyway on to the future and Geoff 
Fogarty is setting up a fund with the 
Australian sports foundation so we 
can buy a sister ship to Yellow Glen. 
This will enable people to make a 
tax-deductible donation to fund new 
boats and equipment for the club.

Several members have already pledged 
$500 each to the new fund so don’t be 
shy and remember every bit helps.

Some of you may have noticed that 
our Puffin fleet has now grown to 4 
with the addition of a boat purchased 
from BYRA. What you may not know is 
that it tried to escape in a storm last 
Friday and ended up launching it’ self 
into the drink.

So please make sure at the end of the 
day that at boats are stowed at the 
back of the deck.

Speaking of packing up it seems that 
many of the gold parents are forgetting 
that they are expected to help pack up 
the response boats and equipment at 
the end of the day.

The Blue parents help bring it all out 
at the start of the day so if everyone 
cold do their bit it would help make 
the club run a lot smother.

The RIBs seem to be going well but 
they are starting to get oyster cuts and 
will no doubt suffer a puncture some 
so please take extra care when tying 
them up at the dock. 

Finally a huge thank you to all those 
who helped with the running of Blue 
division this season especially Murray, 
Simon, Paul, John, Colin, Frank, Jerry, 
Richard, Jeff and Andrew as well Gen 
and his boat boys. This seasons kids 
and parents are an awesome group 
and the future of the club is looking 
very promising.

Dave Hyde
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Manly Juniors - Brooklyn

7th and 18th November the Avalon team of Manly Juniors 
travelled to possibly one of the most spectacular sailing 
areas in Sydney. Hosted by Brooklyn PCYC the 2nd round of 
the NSW state titles had a backdrop of gorgeous sandstone 
outcrops while being based at a small sandy beach “Dead 
Horse Bay” nestled in amongst the hills. (There must be 
some history with that name)

7 Avalon boats, (4 in the Novice and 3 in the Main fleet) 
competed in a total field of 54 boats.

The 3 heats had varied wind conditions briefly touching 
maybe 15 knots and down to 1 knot but mostly in the 
5~10 range. The tide was a new force to be reckoned with. 
In race 2 some boats were faced with the unusual situation 
of being swept to windward of the finish line and past the 
finish boat on the wrong side then faced with the challenge 
of having to go downwind against the tide to get back to 
the line before turning again to finish going upwind.

In heat 3 with the tide running the opposite way, the fleet 
split 50 / 50 hard right and hard left on the first work, right 
looked good for a while but left was the winner by far as the 
tide played its hand. Considerable care was also required 
rounding the top mark as some boats were continually 
pushed onto it ... again and again.  It was definitely not a 
place to point high and try to “shoot the mark”.

The success stories had to be

2557 Richard and Shane who came away with a 1st in 
Novice Handicap in Heat 5.

2746 Michael and Sam with a 4th on scratch in Heat 4.

However there was much to learn and enjoy by everyone 
as each tasted their own successes and were also faced with 
confused wind, strong tidal effect and “personal demons”. 
We can be proud of all our sailors.

Our hosts were fantastic, organised, energetic and helpful 
with the additional logistics load as all the boats were 
unloaded and reloaded off cars away from the club at 
Parsley Bay launching ramp, then shuttled or towed 
around by a multitude of boats and punts.

Personally, I loved it, not the least of which because at only 
20 minutes away from Hornsby, this is probably the closest 
sailing I will do from my home. :)

 Kingsley Forbes-Smith

Photos courtesy Kingsley Forbes-Smith - www.miboat.com
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Flying 11s - Belmont see story and more pics next page

Photos courtesy Kingsley Forbes-Smith - www.miboat.com



2007/08 Flying Eleven State Titles 
- Round 1 Belmont 1-2 December
A fleet of 12 Flying Eleven’s representing Avalon Sailing 
Club headed north to Belmont for the first round of the 
State Titles early December.

 With reported heavy rain and no wind in Sydney, Saturday 
morning in Belmont provided the occasional spot of rain 
but mostly good conditions for the 70+ fleet.

With half the Avalon boats sailing in the Flying Eleven class 
for the first time and with 4 races scheduled during the 
weekend we set off for Race 1 in reasonable conditions 
and a good breeze. At the end of the weekend and 4 races 
completed we have 4 boats in the Top 20 ready for Round 
2 at Cronulla, 9-10 February.

Under the watchful eye of Club Coach Richard Scarr who 
has been training our sailors both on and off the water and 
it looks like the hard work is paying off – thanks Richard! 

Round 1 overall results for Avalon boats below;
Scott Cotton/Max Vos – It’s Crunch Time - 1st
Tom Koerner/Joshua Ponton – Whitewash - 11th
Penny Kendall/Jessica Russell – River Rat - 15th
Wil Coxon/Oliver Bell – S.S. Squill - 16th
Matthew Mayall/Matthew Bell – Onya Mark - 21st
Zac Duryea/Hugo Vos – Madness - 24th
Gemma Rasdall/Isabella Wells – Outrageous - 27th
Anna Kendall/Monica Hyde – Ace - 34th
Damien James/Malcolm Parker – Chaos Theory - 43rd
Louis Halford/Murray Bakker – Vendetta - 53rd
Aaron Bradley/Jordan Purchase – Attitude - 54th
Riarne Gale/Brendan James – Hold the Phone - 62nd

For full results go to www.flying11.yachting.org.au

Nicole Koerner
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Guess Who? Don’t Sue.
Maybe we could start a training camp for parents...

Overheard at the M.J. States a couple of weekends ago. 
Two parents watching the races and one group explaining 
to novice parents about what the kids had to sail. “First 
they do a triangle and then they do a doughnut.”

Thanks Nicole.

Sunday’s Koolong Trophy Race. Which Eggshell of the 
same name as the race had a few minor problems like 

losing the sheet of the spinnaker then ripping that pretty 
pink girly spinnaker down the middle, and finally tossing 
the spinnaker bag overboard. AND it was Don’s birthday 
and he was in Perth. Hope it did not make the Perth 
newspapers as I am sure it will create a problem like that 

American comedy series some of our older members may 
remember “Laugh In” with Ian and Warwick running for 
cover as Don heads East and both of them shouting “Here 
come de Judge”.

Sorry Claudie, but this is for you. At the end of a race 
day on Laura, the crew requested a lift to the shore 

on a passing rescue boat. Must have been toilet stop time.
It is O.K. I know what it is like on Y.G. The rescue boat 
successfully pulled along side and the transfer started when 
the gap between the boats widened to about the length of 
the Panama Canal. Our favourite journalist disappeared 
up to the top of her blonde head much to the delight of 
the watching crew who really helped by collapsing with 
the guffaws.

Norm Field

ASC PowERBoAT 
STRATEgy
In recent years there have been several changes in the Club’s 
response boat fleet and engines: Phillip Baker, Retriever and 
Bosun sold, YellowGlenn purchased, two-strokes replaced by 
four-strokes, two new RIB’s – there has been a lot of visible 
activity, and we have also considered and rejected other 
assorted boats. 

All this has not been opportunistic or ad hoc. Four years ago 
the Committee decided on its current strategy: 

• to replace all outboard motors with four strokes

•  to opt for multi-purpose boats rather than specialised, 
single-purpose ones.

The four-stroke decision was easy: yes, they initially cost 
more and weigh somewhat more, but our fuel consumption 
on a typical Sunday has dropped by around 40%, and costs 
over five years are significantly in favour of four-strokes. Just 
as importantly, Avalon now has a 100% environmentally 
friendly fleet, with low consumption, pollution and noise. 
This will help maintain our community and Pittwater-friendly 
reputation in the face of increasing government pressures on 
finances and operations.

The multi-purpose decision has not been followed by other 
clubs on Pittwater. BYRA, for example, has a specialist mark-
laying boat, and until recently had a dedicated start boat. 
RPA has two large dedicated start boats and a fleet of RIB’s. 
But BYRA operates in a more restricted area than we do, and 
doesn’t race yachts, while RPA is larger and wealthier than 
Avalon.

Our needs are more diverse than BYRA’s, and our budget 
more limited than RPA’s. We need a combination of boats 
that can lay marks at either end of Pittwater and offshore, 
and get to Bayview or Juno Head with alacrity. They must do 
rescues, support coaching, do handicap and scratch starts, 

and shorten yacht courses. Four years ago we decided that 
any one boat must be able to support two or more of these 
functions, either as its primary role or as a backup, which 
is why we later rejected an opportunity to bid for a large, 
slow displacement boat, and did not make an offer for a fast 
workboat not suited to offshore work or rescues. The fates 
of Bosun and Retriever were decided partially on the same 
grounds.

So we have the Polycraft YellowGlenn (inshore and offshore 
marks, rescues, starts and shortening courses), two RIBs 
(coaching, rescues) and two tinnies (inshore marks, coaching, 
rescues and non-handicap starts). Once our second Polycraft 
arrives we will have the necessary backup for offshore work, 
shortening courses, and handicap starts.

However, small Polycrafts are not ideal as start boats. 
Something a bit larger, with a roof and loo would be nice. 
And although YellowGlenn handles extremely well offshore, 
it is wet, and lacks a self-draining cockpit. To round out 
our fleet we need one more boat: a larger vessel, with self-
draining cockpit, cabin and roof, capable of 15 – 20 kts, for 
handicap and scratch starts, inshore and offshore marks, and 
shortening courses.

Our multi-purpose strategy is almost complete: the quest for 
the last piece of the jigsaw is on!

Glenn Sanders

SLOW DOWN!
Reminder for all club members and staff  under 
control of  club power boats that there is a legal 
requirement to ensure that while motoring between 
moored boats, including the channel in front of  the 
club house, a speed limit of  4 knots (or less) is to be 
observed at all times. A good rule of  thumb is that 
4 knots is generally accepted as walking pace.
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A record was achieved, for recent years at least, when 7 boats 
came along to the overnighter at Refuge Bay on October 20th 
and a good time was had by all!

After our rather wild experiences a few weekends before at 
Hardys Bay and because some new cruisers had expressed 
interest in venturing out on their first trip, the decision was made 
not to risk Maitland Bay as initially planned.  Maitland requires 
dependable north-easterly winds to anchor safely overnight, not 
something you can rely on at this time of year. Warmer water 
is appreciated for the snorkellers among us too!  We hope to 
go there in the summer.  Some of the party enjoyed a pleasant 
sail up to Refuge on Friday.  Eric and Katie Gidney and Paul and 
Bev Sinclair enjoyed the evening together on one of the club 
moorings.  We sailed up on Kate Kelly after work and arrived 
at about 9 p.m., having enjoyed a beautiful moonlit trip up the 
Hawkesbury.  Paul joined us for a wee dram and we then all hit 
the sack for a very peaceful night.  I was woken at the very crack 
of dawn by a kookaburra which must have been perched in the 
rigging as its call was so loud.

Saturday was a beautiful sunny day and Jim started off by going 
up the mast to fix the anchor light, hauled up by Paul and Bev 
on the winch (I somehow missed out by going for a walk up the 
mangrove creek!).  Jim was attacked by a kookaburra while he 
was up there, presumably the one who had claimed ownership of 
the rigging earlier.  We waited for a while for the others to arrive, 
but then Paul and Bev had to leave to get back for a family party 

and the Gidneys and the Flayes set off for a walk up the waterfall. 
This was rather a strenuous scramble, but everyone enjoyed the 
spring flowers and spectacular views from the top of the falls.  
All went well until poor Eric failed to notice a low branch (the 
danger of hats with big brims) and cut his head open on a sharp 
protrusion.  First aid was rendered by Katie and then we headed 
back down the steep path nice and slowly and returned to the 
boats. Our bushwalks are becoming famous/infamous by now!

When we got back we discovered that some of the others had 
arrived.  New cruisers Michael and Susannah Smith on Utopia 
had picked up a nearby mooring and John Cronan and his son 
Matthew on Windborne had picked up the second club mooring,  
joined  shortly afterwards by Roman and Phil Zwolenski on 
Kirin.  Jim went aboard Utopia to check if they needed assistance 
with rafting procedures and she was soon tied alongside Kirin. 
Utopia provided the perfect entertaining cockpit we all happily 
took up the Smith’s kind invitation for cocktails aboard.  Richard 
Houwing arrived  later on Marie Elise, having had some battery 
problems to solve first, and after tying him up alongside Kate 
Kelly, we carried on with the socialising, including toasting 
Richard’s upcoming birthday.  We had 6 boats in 2 rafts on the 
club moorings and 11 people snugged in one cockpit quite 
comfortably.  We enjoyed many a good yarn, exchanging sailing 
and other stories over a few beverages and gourmet snacks.  We 
mainly went our separate ways for dinner, Richard joining us on 
Kate Kelly.  

Cruising Numbers on the Increase
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Nobody seemed keen on another bush walk the next morning!  
Roman and Phil launched their kayak and took turns with the 
Smiths touring the bay.  I rowed over to the garbage barge, 
accompanied by the merry clinking of the bottles from the 
night before.  I was nearly T-boned by a large badly-handled 
houseboat, but escaped just in time.  Some of the group went 
over to the beach for a swim and then various boats started to 
leave.  We were on board Kirin when Paul and Bev reappeared 
with their daughter and boyfriend on board Hagar.  We lunched 
alongside and then set off intending to whale watch on the way 
home, but there was very light wind and lots of  choppy swell 
round West Head, so we just headed for the mooring. 

It was a most enjoyable and relaxing weekend and it was great 
to see so many boats come along.  Refuge is perfect for such an 
event, with the two moorings so close together and it is very 
peaceful and sheltered.  We look forward to seeing everyone 
again and to more new and ‘old’ members joining us in the 
future.  We are planning a longer offshore trip for the New Year 
break,  (Newcastle/Port Stephens or Jervis Bay, depending on the 
wind) so if anyone is interested in joining Hagar, Kate Kelly and 
Kirin, then please contact Paul Sinclair or me,

Sue Flaye

Photos taken by Sue Flaye, showing the walk and views

Royal Motor Yacht Club 

BROKEN BAY 
ABN70001040811 

46 Prince Alfred Parade, Newport 2106 Ph: 9997 5511, Fax: 9997 4318 Email: info@royalmotor.com.au 
Website: http://www.royalmotor.com.au  

NOTICE OF RACE

ALL AVALON YACHTS ARE INVITED 
TO THE 

“BROOKLYN BASH” 

RACE 3 
GOOD FELLOWSHIP SERIES 

SATURDAY  9TH  FEBRUARY  2008

START: TO BE ADVISED 

COURSES: TO BE ADVISED 

MARK IN YOUR CALENDAR TODAY!!! 



Presto’s Annual Pilgrimmage

10

ASC Summer Cruise
Do you have 10 days to spare following Christmas?  Why not 
join the three boats already planning to head up the coast to 
Broughton Island?
Barring weather considerations, the plan is to assemble on 
Boxing Day and leave early the next morning for the leg to 
Newcastle.  Probably we will stay a night or two at the Newcastle 
marina and have dinner out at one of the restaurants in Darley 
Street.  This makes a comfortable leg to Port Stephens or 
maybe direct to Broughton.  We plan to have New Years eve 
on the beach at Broughton.  This has proven to be a fun night 
meeting regular Broughton visitors as well as newcomers.  On 
the return we plan to stop at Newcastle and then do an easy 
hop into Lake Macquarie for a day or so.  The final leg back will 
see us back into Pitwater on the 5th or 6th January.
Previous cruises have been great fun.  It was only 3 years ago 
that the crew of Hagar did their first coastal cruise.  We could 
achieve this because of the great support of the other crews 
that we went with.  If you are a little nervous but would like to 
give it a go, give me a call to discuss how the ASC Cruisers can 
help get you there.

Paul Sinclair – Phone: 9918 7305

SHIP IT IN - SHIP IT oUT
This has always been the way the Club operated however after 
95 guests attended the Christmas Party the majority did not ship 
out their bottles. In fact many still left the empties on the floor or 
on the tables. The “bottle fairies” came in on Saturday morning 
to clean up and were very disappointed to see a completely full 
recycle bottle bin full by the time they finished. This meant 95 
people drank and one poor soul got to drag the bin up to the top 
for collection Monday.
Don’t leave it to one person - that person might be you next 
time!
  
NEw yELLow PAgES
A copy of  the new Yellow Pages to go into your Mainsheet will 
be posted to you prior to Christmas. This is a very important 
document so file it carefully. As well as the Directory updates 
the Roster for the second half  of  the season will be published. 
Please make sure you put you duty roster day in your diary 
straight away. The Club can not run smoothly without your co-
operation.

who said practice counts?
Cavalier 28 State Championships, Sydney Harbour,  
11th and 18th November

Royal Prince Edward Yacht Club hosted another nail-biting 
regatta for Cav 28s and Hood 23s over the two middle 
weekends of November. Twelve Cavs faced the starter for 
three windward return races each Sunday afternoon – 2 or 3 
lap races, typically 50 to 60 minutes in duration.

Presto made the trip down to the harbour on the Friday 
afternoon and just as for the last two years we found our 
temporary home at Sydney Amateur Sailing Club in Mosman 
Bay. SASC, in addition to similarities in initials, is second only 
to ASC in terms of friendly, relaxed atmosphere and gorgeous 
setting.

The crew for this venture was yours truly on the helm, Jennie 
F and Robyn Kendall trimming the genoa, Bob Vickers on 
main sheet and Dug Russell on the foredeck.  After equal 4th 
last year we were targeting a podium finish, notwithstanding 
sails getting on a bit, no match practice and competition 
who race together almost every weekend on this race track! 
Ambitious?

Everyone on every boat was pumped for the first start, and 
on a start line that was only just long enough to fit  twelve 
boats gunwhale to gunwhale, lots were over early…..general 
recall and a few minutes to settle the nerves while the start 
line was lengthened and angle adjusted. Second time lucky 
and we were away. 

Three 5th places that afternoon reminded us of the 

consequences of those little gear problems that tend to 
happen under pressure, but we were heartened by our good 
speed to windward and ability to be quick out of the blocks. 
Racing was oh so close, reflected in margins of 7, 3 and 5 
seconds between 4th and 5th or 5th and 6th in each race.

So with roles discussed, a polished bottom, new fine tune 
on the mainsheet and a new quick release on the spinnaker 
halyard, we went into the second weekend still positive that 
a third overall was possible.  Race 4 gave us hope…a great 
start, 2nd at the top mark, 2nd at the bottom mark, but one 
fluffed tack and three boats slip by…..5th again! Pressure 
was on!

Race 5 and the comeback kids came to the fore…….another 
great start, played the shifts, lee-bowed the regatta leader 
on the lay-line to the first mark, perfect kite-work and were 
never headed, winning by 59 seconds. We can do it!

Race 6 and the skipper was a bit pushy at the start and had 
to duck back to avoid OCS…… got buried….8th at the top 
mark, but with some great downwind crew work fought back 
to be 3rd at the finish.

So, overall 5th, 5th,5th ,5th ,1st and 3rd for  4th overall.  What 
a buzz.

Thanks to Presto and crew for two weekends of intensive 
fun therapy…there has been one subsequent suggestion in 
the crew suggestion box……”Dare I suggest that because we 
tend to peak the second weekend maybe we should head to 
the harbour a week earlier to actually practice!”

Geoff  Fogarty
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Pittwater Interschools
Saturday 24th brought with it ideal sailing conditions for the 
Pittwater Interschool’s Team Racing Regatta.  Some early 
light misty rain was overridden by some fairly consistent 
southerly breeze averaging around 8 knots.  There was great 
camaraderie amongst all schools in attendance.  The racing 
was clean and fairly incident free which was a great relief to 
all those who carry out maintenance on the boats.

All teams sailed 10 races each with the following results.
Mater Maria – 9 wins
Knox A – 8 wins
Pittwater High – 6 wins
St. Lukes Grammar – 4 wins
Knox B – 2 wins
Abbotsleigh – 1 win.

As this is a 2 day regatta, all of these results will roll over to 
round 2 which will be held on March 8th 2008, where it will 
be hoped that all students will find similar sailing conditions 
and the opportunity of racing another 10 races each to 
determine the Pittwater champion school for 2007-2008.  The 
inaugural winners for 2006-2007 being Mater Maria Catholic 
college, Warriewood.

It was a long day, with competitors turning up at 8 am and 
leaving 6.00pm.  As a result, all students were very tired, 
both physically and mentally.  Their Stamina in these areas 
will need to step up, especially if they stand any chance of 
success at the 3 day State Championships.

Thanks must go to Gaye Lee – team manager of Mater 
Maria who spent much time organising the event to ensure 
it ran smoothly.  Thanks must go to PRO Ted Anderson for 
his wonderful roll in ensuring 30 races were started within 
the allowable time frame.  A big thankyou must go to Chris 
Stone and Stuart Templeton at RPAYC who so generously 
gave of themselves and club resources for a wonderful day 
of sailing opportunities for all students.  Thanks must also 
go the Hannan, Doyle and Sexton families for providing base 
boats for the teams when they weren’t sailing.  The day also 
would not have been possible without wonderful support of 
the many parents who volunteered their time in a range of 
roles.  Team sailing is certainly heavily reliant on this human 
infrastructure.  Another thankyou also needs to be extended 
to Avalon Sailing Club for providing a backup Pacer in the 
event of equipment failure.  Thankfully it was not needed 
and it was returned unused.

John Parker 
Master – In – Charge, Knox Sailing.

NB: The student members of the successful Mater Maria 
Sailing Team and current Avalon Sailing Club members are:
Skippers Sarah Lee 
 Tom  Koerner 
 past member Carla Sexton
Crews Rachael Stewart 
 Anteo Broadfield 
 Jack Nairn

when is a pumpkin not a 
pumpkin...? when it’s a boat!
I recently caught up with a good sailing friend of mine, Dave 
Robins, from Southampton on the South Coast of England

When I asked him about his recent “sailing”, he spoke about 
his latest adventures...

A couple of friends of his grow enormous vegetables in the 
UK for “record” purposes. Some of their pumpkins grow to 
over 450kg (that is nearly half a ton of vicious vegetable). 
When they have finished with the pumpkins - measuring and 
all that - Dave asked could he have them...

Why? To hollow them out (with spades and soup ladles no 
less) and make boats...!

A few years back, they 
had tried sailing a 
pumpkin (by hooking 
up a mirror sailing 
dinghy mast) but the 
pumpkin didn’t like 
the heeling aspect of 
sailing, so this time 
Dave figured hang an 
outboard off the back 
and have a race..!!

So they had a “race” in the quiet confines of The Hamble, 
a small river through Southampton that leads to the world 
famous Solent, which in turn runs past the also famous Isle 
of Wight.

When the race was over, the seas were slight and the winds 
were minimal so it was decided to motor across the Solent 
to the Isle of Wight to request a new class for the Admirals 
Cup.

Alas, at a top speed of about 1.5 knots, that is a long way... 
and when the winds and swell increased slightly, the PVC’s 
(Personal Vegetable Craft) were scuppered.

When I asked Dave how it went...

He said: It handled pretty well for a pumpkin....

Words: Peter Gale
Pictures: BBC & The Sun (UK)
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Santa Comes to ASC



F11s Offshore Training with Richard Scarr
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Question  
of  the Month
We had a handful of interesting questions this month. We even 
had one about Santa Clause. 

• Yes Hugo, There is a Santa Clause and he uses rigging Deck to 
land the reindeer. 

We received a juicy one from the centreboard team and one I 
bet is asked from our new recruits at the sailing camp. Thanks 
for the question Tom.

• Why does the Manly Junior have a flat or snub nose?

I recall asking the same question as a young nipper and my 
father would respond with “It’s to stop you kids from going too 
fast downwind”. I always knew he was being cheeky so I went 
about designing my own Manly Junior with a sharp nose. 

The real reason is all about storage at the club house. In mid 
1959, members of the Manly 14’ Sailing Club were seeing a 
decline in membership as the founding sailors were mostly in 
their 20’s, married and starting families. It was concluded that 
introducing a junior class would attract the younger members to 
progressively rebuild the club.

The available classes, Sabots and Pelicans, which were ‘cat’‘ 
rigged were not considered an effective introduction to the light, 
fast 14 footers with their jibs and spinnakers, so in the winter 
of 1959 Ralph Tobias designed a more suitable class, and three 
weeks later the prototype Manly Junior was launched.

In setting out to design the MJ, the key issue was storage, and as 
the 14’s were taking up the rack space, there was very little room 
for the new class. The largest number of boats could be fitted if 
stored vertically, and the length of the new boat was determined 
by the ceiling height of the shed, just over (8’6”).

Wanting to give the young sailors a boat with potential to plane 
and with the buoyancy to allow for a crew of two, Ralph decided 
on a snub bow. Other criteria were the boat should be able to be 
built by a handyman, and it should be of low cost.

Keep your juicy questions coming.
ED

jibsheet@avalonvillage.com.au

wineMates 
Fundraising
ASC has just become affiliated with WineMates Australia, 
a company that is assisting us raise funds through the 
sale of highly rated, quality wines.

All orders come with a money back guarantee and are 
delivered FREE!

If everyone that receives this email purchases just one 
case of wine, the club will receive around $6,000 which 
will greatly assist our funding needs.

If you intend to buy wine this festive season, why not 
help the club by purchasing through the following 
link:

http://www.winemates.com.au/asc

Your support is truly appreciated.

Merry Christmas and thank you,

Peter Gale - Commodore

Ladies Skipper Race
Sunday December 16

Come dressed up!
BBQ on the deck afterwards



15

Fortunately for all, none of us went underwater.  We just had to 
relocate from the expected destination for the cruise for weekend 
18th November to the far end of Smiths Creek!  Our planned 
destination was a bay at the northern end of Smiths Creek, but 
after a delightful sail, and arriving prior to lunch on Saturday, 
Paul and Bev Sinclair on Hagar found all moorings taken and a 
boat at anchor.  With three more yachts on the way (John and 
Jenny Cronin on Windborne, Jim and Sue Flaye on Kate Kelly, 
Roman and Phil Zwolenski on Kirin) there was not going to be 
adequate room.  A quick conversation with Kate Kelly, who was 
almost at Smiths Creek, and we agreed to look further down 
the creek.  With a couple of other bays further down looking 
promising, we pushed on to the end of the creek.  The navigable 
stretch of the creek was already occupied, but there was still 
plenty of room and the two boats dropped anchor.  

Phone messages and radio calls on the change of location 
finally got through to Kirin, but no contact with Windborne.  It 
turned out that John and Jenny had arrived and found an empty 
mooring at the original location.  John was happily doing some 
boat chores, wondering where the rest of us had got to when 
Kirin spotted them on their way past.  Jenny had also managed 
to write all her Christmas cards!  They dropped their mooring 
and came to anchor with the rest of us.

Saturday afternoon saw all crews lazing under the shade of 
boom tents, attending to chores, or in the case of one of the 
usually more energetic crew, snoozing off the effects of a busy 
week.  Jim and Sue took a late afternoon dinghy trip further up 
the creek, spotting a very large stingray in one of the wider pools 
and eventually open farmland.  In the evening crews gathered 
aboard Kate Kelly for sundowners and later on Kirin for a quiet 
night cap.  Although, with the level of animated conversation, I 
am not sure that we were all that quiet.

Sunday morning was bright and calm.  This was a perfect 
location for a bit of “up the mast” work so I took advantage of a 
previous offer of Jim Flaye’s to hoist me up the mast to replace 
a damaged wind vane.  John Cronin joined Jim to help with the 
winching. - I should start this by saying that I have a problem 
with heights.  Up to the top, nervous but OK as long as I don’t 
look down.  Now hoist up the new wind vane, #$@!  %&*(^!, 
the spindle of the new vane was just marginally larger then the 
hole!  Jim fortunately had a small round file on board so I spent 
time looking around whist Jim collected the requisite file from 
Kate Kelly, and I meanwhile started to enjoy the view.  So, file out 
hole, insert new windvane, nut in mouth while fumbling to get 
washer on…. BOAT WASH!  Just at the wrong moment, one hand 
holding onto windvane so it does not fall and only one hand for 
me Aaagh!  But a few minutes later, all was calm, the job was 
completed and I safely back down on deck.  Thanks Jim, John!  
However, one week later and I still have big black bruises on the 
inside of my thighs where I was “holding on”. 

Kirin and Windborne left during Sunday morning with Hagar 
and Kate Kelly leaving after an early lunch.  Although there were 
expectations of a 25Kn NE wind we found a gentle 10Kn.  With 
a bit more east than usual in the breeze we had a great sail up 
the creek.  As we reached Broken Bay it did pipe up to 15-20Kn 
giving a bit of excitement in the now choppy waters.  Turning 

south down Pitwater gave us a reach where we managed to hit 
more than 7Kn – quite a good speed for us cruisers! 

Overall it was another very enjoyable and social weekend 
cruise.

Paul Sinclair

Cruisers go to the Bottom of Smiths Creek!

Sydney-Hobart Best wishes
Our thoughts will be with 
Ross Trembath, Ritchie 
Venn, and their crew Geoff  
Sherman, Marty and Simon 
Trembath, Rob Curtis, 
Nina Curtis, Lisa Sherman 
and others on Secret Men’s 
Business on their journey 
to Hobart this year. Keep 
up to date on positions on 
the official website yacht 
tracker at   
http://rolexsydneyhobart.
com/default.asp
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For your Diary...

Happy Sailing & Silly Season!
This months Newsletter will be a combination of November 
and December. We have also delayed to capture all the 
Christmas cheers from our Christmas party. 

I hope to see you all out and about over the holiday period 
enjoying Pittwater and the club house.  

Thanks to all the fleet in the Koolong Trophy this year. You 
have made my old girl Rouseabout welcome and I have 
a fair idea of her up wind capabilities against a modern 
fleet. Hopefully the next few races we can get the kite up 
and chase Iluka. 

Just a quick reminder for all the frustrated writers out there, 
we have an additional trophy in perpetuity for the most 
creative and best submission for the sailing calendar year. 
Poems are welcome as well. We love your funny holiday 
stories.

One more work to windward.

We lost a fine sailor last month and a true gentleman. Nigel 
Holman was a very generous man of many accomplishments 
as well as a dear friend.

He supported sailing development at every level and 
always had a spot available for crew keen to learn and 
gain experience on the many Cuckoos Nest yachts he 
campaigned. 

Thanks for all the fun times and all of those great Cuckoos 
Nest yachts Nigel. – Masram, Lyons 40 - Mountgay 30 – 
Murray Burns Dovell 41 (masthead madness) - Sydney 38 
– Sydney 32  and Sydney 39CR just to name a few. Thanks 
Nigel for all the races. The Hobart win the Southport’s, 
Mooloolaba’s, Coffs Harbours, Hayman island series, Lord 
Howe’s and everything in between.

See you on the water

Mathew Butterworth

Running by the Lee
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16 December
Lady Skippers Yacht Race

23-29 December
Christmas Break - no racing

Get ready for some great social events over the 
coming season and into next year.  Mark these dates 
in your diary now, so you don’t miss out! 

Saturday 16 February – New Members Drinks Night

Saturday 8 March – Challenger Head Cruise/Race 
and Dinner

Sunday 6 April – Portuguese Beach Picnic Day

Saturday 24 May – Commodore’s Ball

July 2008 (date TBD) – Christmas-In-July Trivia Night

August 2008 (date TBD) – Golf Day


