
In thIs Issue
◆ Manly Juniors states titles and Rookie Regatta ◆ Cruising news  

◆ Book Launch - history of AsC ◆ AsC - PBYC Yacht Challenge  ◆ Commodore’s Ball details  
◆ Big night Out details ◆ Guess Who Don’t sue ◆ Whitsundays 2008

JibSheet
An Avalon sailing Club Publication March 2008

A

www.avalonsailingclub.com.au

2008 MJs at Pt Wolstoncroft

Photo by Kingsley Forbes-Smith

Photo by Murray Van der Veer



2

From the Tiller
Dear Members,

Happy Easter to all.

Wow, the season is almost over, so what’s been happening 
and what’s due?

LAST MONTHS CENTREBOARDS:
On the 23rd and 24th February the Manly Junior 
Association hosted the third and final round of the MJ State 
Championships at Point Wolstoncroft Sport and Rec Camp 
on the shores of Lake Macquarie. This round is known as 
the “Rookie Regatta” round where our learner kids compete 
in a major championship for the first time. Many of our F11 
sailors also went up to lend a hand. Everyone had a great 
time and many have vowed to return next year.

The 101st Pittwater Regatta was held on the 16th March. We 
had six MJ Novices and sixteen Flying Elevens. Brilliant! See 
results later in this issue.

Simon Wild has been busy with the Adult Sail Training with 
our Puffins on Friday evenings and everyone has been having 
a great time – if the noise at the BBQ tables afterwards is 
any indication…!!

LAST MONTHS YACHTS:
The Audi Regatta at Middle Harbour Yacht Club is over with 
the brand new A4 Audi going to one of the Adams 10 crews. 
ASC members were seen on multiple yachts  - from Farr 40, 
to M30 and even on an 11m One Design….4 races were 
held in winds ranging from windy to very windy. It would be 
great to see more ASC yachts enter next year.

The 101st Pittwater Regatta was held on the weekend of 
15th and 16th March with RMYC hosting the inshore yacht 
races and RPAYC the offshore races.

Although the Sunday racing clashed with our own calendar, 
there were many ASC yachts involved in the Saturday Races. 
Unfortunately we didn’t bring home any silverware, but 
there’s always next year !

NEXT MONTH CENTREBOARDS:
With the season coming to a close there are lots of 
opportunities for skippers and crew who want to try the 
“next size boat” on Sundays. Manly Juniors, Flying 11s and 
29ers are available to almost anyone who wants to have a 
go – just ask at the club.

NEXT MONTH YACHTS:
The Inaugural Don McLachlan Wet Etchells Regatta will be 
held over the weekend of 29th and 30th March with at least 

7 entries. Many of the teams have been doing crew drills 
and boat-on-boat tuning, so this looks like being a very 
closely (nicely) fought series.

Hopefully the Palm Beach - Avalon yacht challenge will go 
ahead. This regatta has been compressed to just a single day 
promote a decent turn-out of yachts – so keep your fingers 
crossed.

To further promote sailing between ASC and PBYC we have 
co-ordinated the Winter sailing dates with ASC at the end of 
the month and PBYC in the middle. See the club calendar 
on our website.

AT THE CLUB:
Sadly two close friends of the club passed away recently.

John Taylor, owner of “Pick Pocket” and past club Commodore 
succumbed to cancer as did Lex Dickson one of my trusted 
crew members.

Both will be fondly missed.

On a brighter note, the Big Night Out has been confirmed 
for the 1st November. This will be a fabulous night, please 
put the date in your diary !

Also don’t forget the club picnic at Portuguese Beach on the 
6th April, everyone is welcome.

As always, many thanks to all for the news, suggestions and 
commendations - keep ‘em coming !

To all our sailors, sail well, sail fair, sail fast and make your 
club proud !

Peter Gale
Commodore

Avalon Sailing Club
“The sailing club closest to Paradise!”

Working Bee 
saturday 3rd May  

We need all hands on deck to carry out general urgent 

maintenance to the clubhouse - Please don’t leave 

it to the same old 10 stalwarts that turn up to every 

working bee - We need lots of  help and you will be re-

warded with a light lunch provided by the Club - Bring 

your tools - bring your expertise and we guarantee we 

will find you a job.
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AVALON SAILING CLUB

together with 

PALM BEACH YACHT CLUB

Cordially invite interested yachts to the 

Inaugural

Annual Palm Beach – Avalon Yacht Challenge 
To be held on Sunday 

20th April 2008 

2 short handicap races 

Spinnaker Race 
followed by 

“No extras” Lady Skippers Race 

Spectacular Prize Giving Ceremony & BBQ 

Perpetual Handicap Trophies for 

Best Boat Overall 
Best Team Overall 

Watch for Notice of Race soon… 

www.avalonsailingclub.com.au

and

www.pbyc.com.au
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2008 MJ Rookie Regatta
What a fantastic weekend! As a Rookie mum and my first 
ever Manly Junior regatta, I was so impressed how smoothly 
everything ran and how wonderful the older kids from the 
sailing club were. I would like to thank Nicole and Andrew and 
I’m sure many more who made the whole weekend possible. Our 
kids were so lucky to have such a beautiful place as well as a safe 
and positive environment to sail in.

The excitement began as we left Avalon, the F3 a trail of Manly 
Juniors. Pt Wolstoncroft was easy to find and the final “are we 
there yet” cut short as we rounded the last bend to a delightful 
view of a grassy campsite running down to the waters edge. 
(After camping for 6 months around Australia grass is a real 
treat!) What a beautiful natural setting, a soothing tonic after a 
hectic week. 

Dinner was served with military precision and we had the 
chance to meet families from other clubs. The Avalon cabin was 
alive with excitement and table tennis challenges! I finally met 
my match, being soundly thrashed by Gerard Vos - much to my 
husband’s delight.

Saturday dawned with a freshening breeze, perfect for the open 
fleet but a little strong for the Rookies. They were kept inshore 
for a training morning with the older kids. I was on the “media” 
boat with Paul, Murray, Greg and my youngest son Tom. The kids 
were having such fun, their enthusiasm infectious to the point 
Tom just wanted to be out with them. This was wonderful as he’s 
been terrified of sailing since I gave him a fright as a three year 
old! How wonderful to see him enjoying sailing for the shear fun 
of it. As a friend pointed out there’s no comparison sailing with 
your mum to sailing with a dead cool 15 year old state champion. 
He has now crewed for a couple of Sunday races and loves the 
whole sailing club scene.

The afternoon conditions were perfect, a gentle consistent 
breeze and flat water. It was a beautiful sight, all the little MJ’s 
with brightly coloured spinnakers gliding across intensely blue 
water which mirrored the clear sky above. Oh to be 10 again! 
There was some very competent sailing in the novice & open 
divisions. The rookies joined in, rising to the challenge of a busy 
start line. “ It was freaky but fun”. I was amazed they all seemed 
to know where to go and when! They beat up to the top mark 
and then flew down to the wing mark with spinnakers filled. 
Richard was on hand, for those that needed encouragement to 
gibe the spinnaker! As the speed boat approached and the shout 
came out to “get that GD kite up“ Jim and Charlie realised they’d 
been too slow and were in for lots of push ups!

We were all thankful for a cooling swim before dinner. The kids 
devoured everything, while we relived the day’s sailing on the 
big screen, thanks to Kingsley. The evening’s talent quest was 
a great hit, some clubs seemed to have prepared items, these 

were fantastic. The Avalon kids enjoyed the dancing and may be 
inspired to organise something for next year.

Back in the Avalon cabin I really enjoyed meeting other ASC 
parents and having time to socialise. Sundays are usually too 
busy for this! The older kids, younger kids and parents alike all 
enjoyed the relaxed atmosphere.

Sunday was another magic day, with delightful sailing conditions. 
Again the rookies joined the main fleet doing very well on the 
larger course. The wind just held in to complete the racing. We 
were also lucky to pack up in time before a southerly change 
blew through.

The ASC kids were fantastic, always jumping in to help each 
other and full of positive encouragement. There was some great 
sailing as well and special mentions should go to Michael and 
Sam in the open fleet, Seldon and Olivia, Jess and Isabelle in 
the Novice fleet and Sophie Ruge, Jim and Charlie in the Rookie 
fleet. 

A great experience, I can thoroughly recommend, we’re already 
looking forward to next year!

Sally Mayman
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Photos by Murray Van der Veer
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Avalon Sailing Club

The history of  a family sailing club  on Pittwater from 1932 to 1963

The history of  a family sailing club  on Pittwater from 1932 to 1963

NOW ON SALE!
The History of Avalon Sailing Club 

by Norm Field

Ian Craig and I were cleaning out the office one day and 
under piles of debris were boxes of all the old minute 
books from the first meetings in Les Vaughan’s shed. Plus 
all the old photos that were being eaten by the club’s 
silverfish. So, what to do with it all....

The hardest part was going minutely through the minutes 
finding the juicy bits and making them sound interesting 
and double checking the names so I could not be sued.
That was all interspersed with sneezing from the old 
paper, and Wendy saying when are you going to get rid of  
all that old stuff, your office stinks. So 10 years on, we are 
still married and Claudie has done a fantastic job on the 
eaten photos.

2008 is the 70th anniversary of the start of the club by J.G. 
Vaughan and the 50th anniversary of the opening of the 
clubhouse in October.

Pittwater Council has a grants committee coming up this 
month so let’s hope we are included, and one of the books 
is in the Mona Vale Library, already.

10 years it has taken and we will sell the book for $10, all 
money for repairs to the clubhouse. A dollar a year has a 
nice ring to it and I hope everyone enjoys the trials the 
early members had in establishing our great Club.

Norm Field
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Dancing with the Stars Ball Ticket Order Form
Send this form to Celia Craig, 29 Duff Street, Turramurra 2074. Phone 9488 7416
Here is my cheque/credit card authority for $_________ Please reserve ______ places for me.
Name __________________________________________________________________________
Phone __________________________________________________________________________
Avalon Sailing Club Credit Card Authority
Please circle type of card      Mastercard        Visa         Expiry ■ ■ ■ ■
■ ■ ■ ■   ■ ■ ■ ■   ■ ■ ■ ■   ■ ■ ■ ■

Signature _______________________________________________

✂

Join us for the best night of the year 
at Avalon sailing Club – great food, 
great company and exciting live 
entertainment.

Best of all…..presentations and 
trophies to celebrate a season of great 
yacht racing.

$70 per head includes sit-down meal, 
entertainment, dancing and a fantastic 
evening.

*BYOG*

Dress to theme!

Decorate your tables - let your 
imagination run wild.

Book a table early, or come on your 
own and we’ll put you on a table.

this event always books out early. 
RsVP asap to Celia Craig.

Myths and Legends
Saturday 24 May at the Clubhouse - 7pm till Midnight

Calling all adults from yacht racing, cruising & centreboard divisions!

THE COMMODORE’S BALL 2008
HH

H
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GREAT FUND RAISER 
FOR AVALON  
SAILING CLUB 

Entertainment Books – Worth their weight in Gold! 

Purchase your new 2008/2009 Entertainment Book 

now… it is the best Book ever.

Avalon Sailing Club is raising funds by selling the 

2008/2009 Entertainment Book. Selling for $65, for 

each book sold $13 will be donated to the Club and 

will help raise funds for a new Rescue boat. 

Entertainment Books contain hundreds of 25-50% 

off and two-for-one offers from popular restaurants, 

cinemas, hotel accommodation, the arts, and sporting 

events. There truly is something for everyone, with 

high value offers from Avis, Warner Bros. Movie World, 

Crown Towers, Hamilton Island, Clareville Kiosk, 

Barrenjoey House, Terrace on Pittwater and many 

more.

Order your new Entertainment Book now as they are 

sure to sell out quickly. 

To order your copy of the Entertainment Book, email 

your order to Celia Craig , secretary@avalonsailingclub.

com.au or phone 94887416 Ritchie Venn shows off  some of  his other talents 
besides sailing!

Portuguese Beach 
Picnic Day -  
Sunday 6th April
 This is a free social event not to be missed - BYO 
everything and in case we can not transport 
Club bbq. We suggest members bring food that 
does not need cooking. 

If you have a boat and can help transfer other 
members across to Portugese Beach please 
organise a boat full. A fun filled day with games 
and mixing with other members of the Club 
and also members from RPAYC and BYRA. The 
big event of the day is the Tug-O-War. Help ASC 
win the trophy - don’t forget we also have the 
egg catching contest (some have been known 
to bring boiled eggs but have still been caught 
out).

It’s our end of sailing season party - join in - a 
free function - For further info contact Peter 
Gale or Toni Fox.
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Vale - John Taylor
It is with great sadness we 
announce the death of John Taylor 
on Thursday 13th March. He lost his 
battle with cancer with enormous 
courage and dignity.

John and Judith Taylor joined 
Avalon Sailing Club in 1986. They 
have been very active within the 
club and have owned quite a fleet 
of boats over the years including  a 

Santana (“Aqua Sulis”), a Sonata 6.7 (“Sea Minor”), a Masrm 22 
(“Alouette”, which they had built for them in Brisbane), a Mull 
22 (“Rocket”, bought in 1988, sold in 1993, whence it languished 
on Brisbane Waters until 1996, when the Taylors bought it back 
again), another Sonata (“Malora”) and finally another Mull 22 
(“Pick Pocket”). John certainly loved his Mull 22’s.  There was 
even a brief, ill fated flirtation with a Halvorsen (“Meroo”) and 
John frequently mused about joining the Etchells fleet. 

John and Judith joined the General Committee of ASC in 1989, 
with Judith serving as Honorary Treasurer from 1989 to 1993. 
In 1991 John became Vice Commodore of the Club and then 
Commodore from 1993-1995, and  Treasurer from 1996-1998.

John and Judith were awarded the Ryves Shield in 1993 for 
Clubmanship in recognition of their outstanding service to the 
Club.

John was a successful campaigner, and at various, and multiple 
times had his name added to the Quartet Bowl, The Blue Water 
Shield, The Retriever Trophy and the Shaz 11 Trophy. He was also 
a regular competitor in the RMYC Twilight series.

John was always very generous sharing his boats with anyone 
wanting a crew position or needing a fast boat to race – including 
many of the teenage sailors who greatly appreciated his kindness 
in allowing them to use his boat.

As well as sharing their boats John and Judith have shared their 
home in Bath with a number of members of the Club visiting 
England.

John was a great all rounder with sport – enjoying not only his 
sailing but golf, tennis, cycling and of course Bridge.

We will miss that great laugh John, and the poker face. Your 
optimism and high energy will be hugely missed.

Our thoughts are with Judith, Matthew, Ralph and Louise at this 
very sad time.

Celia Craig

Pittwater Regatta 2008
We had a great turnout for the Recent Pittwater Regatta for 
Centreboarders with 40 boats (16 F11s and 6 Novice MJs!!) on the 
North course. After a bit of a delay waiting for wind the first race 
got away in a light Nor-Easter. All the boats came back to the club 
for lunch and then went back out for race two, which was sailed 
in slightly windier conditions.
Well done to all the winners.
MJ NOVICE HANDICAP      
1st Panda   Hannah and Clare  
2nd Blown Away  Ritchie and Murray
3rd Bullett   Jim and Charlie
MJ HANDICAP      
1st Vincent Van Go  Lucia and Anthony
FLYING 11 HANDICAP     
1st In Good Nick  Brie and Amy   
2nd Tophers Toy  Damian and Malcolm
3rd Madness   Zac and Adam
LASER/SPIRAL HANDICAP   
1st Red Rocket  Chuck Bradley  
2nd Zoom   Ian Lanz
OPEN HANDICAP      
1st Motion in the Ocean (29er)  Reece and John  
MJ NOVICE SCRATCH
1st I Dunno   Jesse and Isabelle
MJ SCRATCH
1st Full Throttle   Mike and Sam
FLYING 11 SCRATCH
1st Whitewash   Tom and Josh
LASER/SPIRAL SCRATCH
1st Pontoon   Ian Ponton
OPEN SCRATCH
1st Hit and Run (420)  Matt and Robert

Vale - Lex Dickson
1951 to 2008

It is with great regret that we announce the sudden death of a 
close friend of the club, Lex Dickson.

Lex’s daughter Marni sailed with Riarne for many years and Lex 
sailed on Ozad Force 8 with Peter in the Twilight Races for both 
Avalon and Palm Beach.

A long-time friend of Lex’s was Andrew Halford, as both worked 
at the leading edge of ceramics.

In an indication of his highly regarded skills, Lex had been invited 
to exhibit his works at the Museum of Ceramics in Barcelona 
next year, which was a huge honour, as only one international 
artist is selected every two years for such an exhibition.

Lex is survived by his wife Sharon, son Cooper and daughter 
Marni.

His laughter and friendship will be sadly missed.
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Photo by Murray Van der Veer

2007-08 Manly Junior States Titles
The 3rd and final round of the Manly Junior States titles were held 
during the weekend of 23-24 February at the very picturesque 
Point Wolstoncroft on Lake Macquarie.

With a fleet of 61 boats (Open & Novice) two races were held 
on Saturday in sunny conditions and good breeze. The wind 
picked up considerably for the second race of the afternoon with 
Michael Koerner & Sam Nesbitt in Full Throttle placing 6th.

Sunday dawned another sunny day but unfortunately only a 
slight breeze from the south-west.  The breeze was expected 
to swing around to the northeast but with the morning breeze 
already dropping off it was decided to hold the race mid-
morning.  Disappointingly the wind dropped right away and 
only 13 Open & 11 Novice boats managed to cross the line before 
time was called.

Most of the fleet were towed back to shore to unrig and pack-up 
camp before the presentation.

Final overall results were;
Open Division
11th – Michael Koerner & Sam Nesbitt – Full Throttle
All-Girl Crew
1st – Nicola Forbes-Smith & Sarah Parker – Need for Speed 
Novice Division - awarded on Handicap places
1st – Jessica Angus & Isabelle Rufatt – I Dunno
9th – Seldon Coventry & Ruby Scholten – Reflex
11th – Hannah Lanz & Clare Costanzo – Panda
13th – Richie Castle & Shane Conly – Blown Away
29th – Genevieve James & Fred Horton
For full results go to www.manlyjunior.asn.au

Manly Junior Overall Novice winners Jess and Isabelle ( from ASC) 
with NSW President, Peter Tinworth at the 3rd round of  the NSW 
State Titles at Point Wolstoncroft. Photo Kingsley Forbes-Smith.
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The largest contingent of boats for many years took part 
in this years summer cruise to Broughton Island.  The 
evening of Boxing Day saw, Jim and Sue Flaye on Kate Kelly 
on Mat Kirlew and Joanne Shaw on Jindara, Paul and Bev 
Sinclair on Hagar and Roman and Phil Zwolenski on Kirin 
assemble at Coaster’s Retreat ready for and early next day 
start. 

The trip to Newcastle was mostly remarkable for a lack of 
wind and the majority of the day was spent motor-sailing.  
In the interests of a quiet night after our early start we 
had dinner at the restaurant at the Newcastle Yacht Club 
Marina.  Although the aim was for quiet I am not sure that 
the restaurant staff would have thought so.  The following 
day was devoted to various foot excursions around the town 

with the group meeting up for dinner at a Thai restaurant 
in Darby Street.

The next leg, to Broughton Island, was again marked by 
a lack of wind and far to much use of motors.  As Kirin 
needed additional fuel and water they detoured via Port 
Stephens but arrived only a little behind the rest of the 
fleet.  The next 4 days were perfect weather for staying in 
Coal Shaft Bay with lots of sun, winds from the north-east 
and not much swell!     Various boats came and went with 
up to 10 boats spread around the bay.  

Activity was very much in the laid back mode.  Jim and Sue 
led a walk around the island.  There was snorkelling, Jim 
happening on a shark in a bit of a feeding frenzy did cause 
him some alarm, fishing – mostly unsuccessful and a lot 
of reading, snoozing etc.  New Years Eve saw a work party 
scavenge around the beaches for driftwood for a bonfire.  
About 9:00pm the fire was lit and gradually people from 
all the boats drifted in to join the fun.  Navigating the 
small beach break in the dark resulted in a number of wet 
bodies drying off by the fire.  It was a very social evening 
with sharing of food, drink and conversation.  Bocce on 
the beach the next day was hotly contested but the Kate 
Kelly crew narrowly beat Jindara and Hagar came a distant 
third with much muttering about match rigging and drug 
cheating.

On the 2nd Jan, we started the return journey.  The aim 
was to overnight in Newcastle and then spend a few days 
in Lake Macquarie.  With a southerly in the offing and 
some time constraints for Phil and Roman, Jindara and 

Summer Cruise

Walking Party on Broughton Island with yachts at anchor in the 
background

Hagar at Sunrise
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Guess Who? Don’t Sue.

Which crew lost there elderly Aunt (97) on Sunday 
morning 17 February ,thought they had covered all 

necessary details for the hospital, so decided to go in the 
race?

They were roaring up and down the start line, Wendy 
(whoops gave it away), had just hit the start button for the 
5 minute gun, when Richard Rasdall appeared beside the 
boat in a rubber ducky, and the conversation continued 
something like this. “Your son has just rung the club and 
the hospital wants to know what to do with the body”.

The instructions into the mobile phone then followed 
something like this. “4 minutes - David, the funeral 
directors have been organised and will be at the hospital at 
1100. 3 minutes - I can’t see the flags, keep up. We arranged 
everything with the doctor this morning, but evidently the 
weekend staff have limited English. 2 minutes - Starboard! 
SHE has a pretty good voice so most of the yachts around 
us were aware of what was going on and we were all a bit 
late for the start.

The funeral at the end of the week became known locally 
as a 2 Fire Engine funeral. I had a phone call the day before 
from the Mosman Fire Brigade asking if I would like a fire 
truck and the firies as a guard of honour at the Scots Kirk 
church service. The reason being that my Aunt’s father (my 
grandfather) started the Mosman Fire Brigade in 1898 and 
she was the last of her clan.The Neutral Bay firies also got in 

the act so we had two fire trucks backing and filling outside 
the church, blocking Belmont Rd. for most of the morning.
At the end of the service we suggested taking the casket to 
the crematorium on the Mosman truck with the mourners 
hanging on but the fire chief did not think that was a very 
good idea, in case they received an emergency call.

Guess who was on a boat recently and turned to CC (who 
was watching wondering what on earth was happening) 

and asked “Have I covered my face evenly in this?” Aghast 
CC said “yes you have but I didn’t know Mum brand now 
made block out”. Well done Elaine you had picked up the 
deodorant instead of the Cancer Council sunscreen.

MA 15+ only.
Maybe A.S.C. should have a knickname “The Fkrwee Club” 
after the Challenger Head Race. It is an old joke about a 
race of pygmies in Africa who lived in the tall grasslands 
and the only way they could find their way was to have one 
bloke stand on the tallest blokes shoulders to see above 
the waving grass and the other pygmies would shout at 
him from below “where the fkrwee, so they became known 
as the “fkrwee tribe. Felt a bit like the tribe as we were 
running up and down the start line looking for the other 
boats and Don the starter at 1300 shouting where is the 
Pygmy tribe. Pretty good result - first, last and average boat 
winner on the Ron Parker handicap system. We were still 
looking for the tribe around the BBQ that night. Boody 
good result!! Hope for more boats next season 

Norm Field

Kirin decided to head directly back to Pittwater.  Hagar 
and Kate Kelly made the trip to Newcastle.  The other 
boats had made the right decision however.  With strong 
southerlies and very large swells getting into the lake was 
not an option.  Flayes and Sinclairs decided to fill the time 
waiting for the weather to hire a car and head for the 
Hunter Valley.  It wasn’t sailing but we had a great day 
tasting wine and sightseeing.  On the Saturday, we went 
to the Lake, by car!  If we had sailed to the lake, there 
was no way that we would have been leaving.  We stood 
on the entrance breakwater and watched the waves, one 
after another, break right across the entrance.  We then 
retreated to the Belmont Yacht Cub for a quick ale before 
heading back to Newcastle.

With the swells on the way down and not much wind about 
Kate Kelly and Hagar headed for Pittwater.  Several hours 
out I saw Kate hurriedly drop sails.  After a bit of time, with 
no reply to the radio, I was starting to get a little concerned.  
At last Jim came on air to say that one of the chain plates 
had popped and they would have to motor the rest of the 
trip.  Not a pleasant way to end the trip although with the 
wind dying away, Hagar too was soon under motor for the 
remainder of the journey.    

Once again the summer cruise was fun and social although 
we could have done with just a little more wind on the 
sailing days.  I look forward to next year and maybe another 
record breaking fleet!

Paul Sinclair

 

The group at Newcastle Marina
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Lack of traffic and enjoying the sugar cane lined roads between 
Proserpine airport and Airlie Beach can be offset by the big yellow 
Hazardous Marine Creatures warning sign beneath waving coconut 
palms adjacent to the beachfront hotel and restaurant strip. Before 
long you come to realise the coconut palms wave most of the time 
in association with strong wind warnings and that seasonal stingers 
are a part of life for people entering non-enclosed waters. Our view 
from the Airlie Beach Hotel was of catamarans, mono hulls with 
Kevlar sails, a mixed bag of dinghies - some of whom capsized in 
the gusty S-E wind and choppy sea conditions then had to be towed 
back to the club which according to the self administered sign offers 
the “Best View of Airlie Beach”. Capsized crews of two or three or 
those stacked on white pointer gunnels seemed oblivious to stinger 
hazards. We ate at the Airlie Beach Sailing Club Sunday March 9 and 
apart from the poker machines and licensed dining, the after race 
activity was similar to that of Avalon Sailing Club.

Earlier in the day, preparation for fishing during the coming week 
required a visit to the bait and tackle shop where stinger suits hung 
side by side with hand trolling lines on “sale” at $22.00 each. The 
hooks were 30mm wide and the line itself was bigger than our 
cloths-line. You have to think big!

Next morning Monday, our two hours plus, comprehensive briefing 
at Abel Point Marina on the good ship Mystique, a Tasman 4000 cata-
maran, provided answers to our many questions. Stinger suits are de 
rigueur in March, strong wind warnings were current and forecast 
into the week ahead. Briefing Officer Peter produced a chart marked 
with red lines for no-go areas and a tide chart. The most vital infor-
mation he said, would be found in “100 Magic Miles of the Great 
Barrier Reef; the Whitsunday Islands”. A copy of this “bible” which 
is regularly updated by the author can be found in the top drawer 
of every yacht from Cumberland Yacht Charters. Information ranges 
from the naming of the Whitsunday Islands by Lieutenant James 
Cook on Whit Sunday June 3, 1770 to tips on fishing. Briefing Offi-
cer Peter trained as a shipwright in Pittwater and our pre-departure 
discussions were all the better for this association. We could only 
wonder at his reaction when Ian later radioed to base that “during 
our first sail our headsail has blown some stitching whist unfurl-
ing in a seamanlike fashion”. We had as Peter suggested sailed with 
mainsail only from Abel Point through the channel between Pioneer 
Rocks and Pioneer Point. With a strong out-going tide and without 
a headsail, crossing the Whitsunday passage to Nara Inlet on Hook 
Island our travel time was some 30 minutes beyond the expected 3 

hours. Observing information in the bible our course was starboard 
of the turbulent water on the western point for an anchorage some 
three kilometres into Nara Inlet. Snug for the night we had time to 
look around and although the islands and the mainland have similar 
geological characteristics, most if not all were surprised to see hoop 
pine forests on the western side. From a distance, the topography 
was similar to that of Vancouver Island or sections of the US north-
west coast. In contrast, wattle, eucalyptus and pandanus dominated 
the eastern shore.

By coincidence, our first day of cruising coincided with Peter Kidner’s 
50th birthday. Ian and Celia had arranged a black tie dinner for the 
very select eight people. Mystique’s dining area plus cockpit was suit-
ably attired too with green, blue, red, yellow and purple balloons. 
Cocktails, oysters on shells, grilled wild barramundi, salads, mixed 
berries in brandy casings with ice cream, frivolity unlimited with 
many stories committed to memory only, while the wind howled and 
Mystique sat steady as a floating rock. Our neighbours remained be-
yond the sounds of music and voices and thankfully the sight of one 
guest in white shirt and black tie over equally black budgie-smug-
glers while the guest of honour tried his luck at cockpit pole dancing. 
Birthday candles blowing in the wind were eventually extinguished 
by a man wearing spectacles that glow in the dark. Perhaps you just 
had to be there. Overnight, Mystique became a party boat.

Tuesday morning the SE wind was unabated. Monday night’s party 
remnants including lifeless pink, blue and green spectacle frames 
lay around and on the dining table. On our 8.30am radio schedule 
to Cumberland we learned the strong wind warning of 25-30 knots 
with seas to one metre would continue for three days. so we decided 
to remain in Nara Inlet for the day. We could see a troubled sea be-
yond the Inlet and despite these conditions Cumberland advised our 
headsail would be repaired on board that day. We spent our morning 
climbing the waterfall at the end of Nara Inlet. Our afternoon walk 
on an established track to a cave shelter surrounded by a fence to 
keep feral goats from licking ancient and re-touched aboriginal art 
within the cave gave limited credence to the claims of two of the 
crew that black and white goats had been seen on a beach near the 
entrance to Nara Inlet. In a more serious note, the cave art is sym-
bolic rather than definitive such as fish or human figures and signs 
within the cave area advise the origin of the paintings may never be 
explained.

Whitsunday Islands - March 2008
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A minority scrabble game started; the majority climbed into their 
bunks.

Thankfully Peter Kidner checked our anchor line during the night 
which despite more than 40 metres of chain over the bow was insuf-
ficient to prevent dragging. At 6.30am we put Mystique into motion 
for a downwind run to Butterfly Bay. We arrived in this “wonderful 
place”, sorted and donned stinger suits then tendered across the bay 
to a pocket beach. The sun was shining, the wind blew overhead, 
the water was warm and snorkeling was pleasant. We had found our 
“Avalon” in the Whitsunday Islands. Our only interruption came with 
a visit from the Cumberland sailmaker to inspect Mystique’s head-
sail. When people invaded our beach we returned to Mystique for 
a beautiful lunch suitably washed down with white wine and fol-
lowed by Elaine’s home made fruit cake the crew of Mystique found 
a personal heaven. To remind us of our geographic location a turtle 
surfaced behind the boat during our repast. We simply added the 
turtle to our tropical marine collective list which soon included huge 
colourful clams, brain corals, blue-tipped tree corals, soft corals in 
hues of purple, lime-green, pale yellow, a family of clown fish, dam-
sels, butterfly, blue angel, wrasse and an as yet unidentified (by us) 
large fish with wide spaced red and white vertical stripes.

In the afternoon we again donned our stinger suits for a visit to the 
eastern shore and because of our fixed mooring location, entered 
the water from Mystique’s rear steps. Visibility beneath water was 
poor on an outgoing tide; the exercise was necessary.

In line with an informal policy established by previous ASC partici-
pants in Cumberland Yacht Charters sponsored catamaran cruises, 
allocation of menus and preparation of evening meals on nights 
other than Peter Kidner’s Monday birthday bash were allocated per 
couple. Cuisine selection by Warwick and Elaine was fresh fish from 
the barbecue. Amid a great deal of frivolity and lack of expectation 
from the unbelievers, particularly as trolling attempts had been fish-
less, Warwick with an intrepid crew of Celia and Ian went evening 
fishing in the tender. Mindful of restricted areas, a journey around 
the point from Mystique’s mooring in Butterfly Bay was required to 
achieve the self appointed bag limit of nine fish, being one per per-
son and one for the pot. Delivered, cleaned and barbecued within a 
couple of hours of the catch.

That evening, Scrabble gave way to Maxi-dom or Mexican Train. 
This game, which quickly had partner competing against partner, 
was later labeled as “brutal”. Lane Cove Toy Library may market this 
game later in 2008.

Thursday started with the now familiar strong wind warning with 
a reminder from Cumberland of the restricted area of operation 
for their catamarans. We gleaned from the 8.30am morning radio 
sched. some yachts were headed for the comfort of the resorts. The 
stoic Mystique confirmed their decision to remain in Butterfly Bay. 
Rain developed. We motored out to sea to charge and discharge then 
quickly returned. Invisible and random 30-40 knot bullets swept 
over the steep hillsides into Butterfly Bay and dumped on top of 
Mystique, particularly between 2 and 4 am. This was also our con-
cession to the two hour time limit on public moorings within the 
Bay; not that we needed to worry as only four of the nine moorings 
were occupied that day. Mystique’s tender remained on the davits 
while we suited and stepped into the Bay, careless of the rain. Not all 
the sighted fish could be identified from the “bible” and this lack of 
information allowed our combined stories to elaborate beyond the 
range of underwater magnification for some species. None the less 
we untied out stinger suits from Mystique’s safety rails and ventured 
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Unfortunately Mat Butterworth was not able to write 
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last week at Coffs Harbour. Members of  the club 
extend their sympathies to Mat and his family.
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Mark these dates in your diary so you don’t miss out! 

sunday 6 April 
 Portuguese Beach Picnic Day

sunday 13 April 
Two Island Race

sun 20 April 
Annual Palm Beach Yacht Club - Avalon Sailing Club 

Yacht Challenge

sun 27 April 
Family Race

sat May 3  
Working Bee

saturday 24 May   
Commodore’s Ball

sun 25 May 
Family Race

sunday 25 May   
Centreboard Presentation

sun 29 June 
Family Race

sun 3 August 
Annual General Meeting

into the water again at 5.40pm.  Apparently the floor of Butterfly Bay 
is littered with blown away suits, towels, swimming gear. Underwater 
conditions were again afternoon murky with limited fish sightings. 
The surrounding hills were covered in mist. The forecast remained at 
25-30knots with 2.5 to 3.0 metre waves through to Sunday.

Secure on our recently serviced public mooring, Margaritas, smoked 
salmon pasta and banana flambé interspersed with bouts of that 
“brutal” game and selections from our favourite CD’s allowed for yet 
another very pleasant evening. The wind howled in the rigging as 
Mystique swung through 360 degrees so we could see the lights of 
the other yachts who shared our bay.

Weather forecast details in the Friday morning radio sched. was a 
repeat of the previous day as was our short trip out to sea for charge 
and discharge then back to a public mooring. This time we chose 
the second inside the Bay on the eastern side. Following a short 
reconnoiter in the tender, we collectively entered the water from 
Mystique’s stern for the best snorkeling of the trip. In rain squalls 
interrupted by periods of sunshine we found more fish species than 
previous outings and came to recognize the ambitions of dedicated 
bird watchers to sight and record with their own eyes the greater 
than 4600 known species. The “bible” identified 50 tropical fish spe-
cies and informal recording of our sightings including a huge Maori 
wrasse would have been a fun thing to do with a fish identification 
book. The same wrasse swam amongst us in our afternoon session. 
The overnight count for public moorings came down to two.

Saturday morning and time to go home. Around the point, along the 
east side of Hook Island where a salvage team with an ocean-going 
tug had started to remove and re-float Romance- a ketch or yawl, 
driven onto the rocky coast during the February storms, then to Abel 
Point Marina in a seaway made sloppy by the ubiquitous SE wind 
and an ebb-tide.

Without phone reception and by consensus no TV, we relied upon 
laughter and stories for entertainment. Previous Whitsunday Island 
visitors spoke of idyllic weather conditions and we found amongst us 
a former Miss Figurehead in a Whitsunday Islands annual fun race. 
Our sincere thanks go to Murray and Julie Sheer, Cumberland Yacht 
Charters and to Paul Hurley who in fact steered Laura in all those 
Family races. The financial assistance and unselfishness of these 
people allowed seven ASC club members plus the wife of a Single 
Member to enjoy a wonderful week in the Whitsunday Islands.

Get involved; enter in the Family Races, you too could sail the Whit-
sunday Islands. Oh yes, take a fish identification book.

Warwick Barnes


