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AGM 2008
Our Founding Family Returns to Avalon Sailing Club
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Cover Story - Les Vaughan
After the AGM the Vaughan Family joined us on the rigging 
deck: the son of the founder A. Les Vaughan and his 
wife, two sons John and Jim, a daughter-in-law and three 
granddaughters. John is a vexillologist (vexillology the 
study of flags and meanings, history, etc) and he flew flags 
from the club masthead. Les presented the club with an 
old minute book 1941 to ?.  In return the club presented 
Les with a tie and t-shirt.

Diane Mattes - “Iluka”
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Founder of the now thriving Avalon Sailing Club, Pittwater, 
Mr J.G. Vaughan was an engineer with the Wakefi eld Oil Co. 
His teenage sons, Les, Harold and Ken were keen sailors 
with the Middle Harbour Skiff Club and equally keen to sail 
on Pittwater.

Jim Vaughan purchased a block of land just to the 
south west of the Clareville Park in 1932, on which he built 
a holiday home and boatshed. All three boys were very 
competitive VJ class sailors.

In 1938 he offi cially formed Avalon Sailing Club 
and donated a magnifi cent silver cup for the annual VJ 
Championship and provided and manned the fi rst starters 
boat, the launch, Raleigh. The fi rst winner in 1939/40 was 
Harold Vaughan sailing Defi ant.

Three of the Club’s VJs pleasure sailing off Clareville Beach pre 
WWII: L to R Southern Cross, Alan Grosvenor, Flash, Les & Eileen 
Vaughan and Defi ant, Harold & June Vaughan.

Avalon Sailing Club makes history

To commemorate the 70th year of the club, Jim’s 
son Les, 93, and his wife Eileen, 94, and extended family 
including their son well-known vexillographer, John Vaughan, 
was invited to a club house BBQ celebration at which he 
presented a precious item, the 1941-46 Minute book proving 
that racing continued through the years of WWII.

The Minute book is embellished with hand drawn 
illustrations of sailing courses and even a drawing of a rigged 
VJ. Some of the records are evidence of outdoor recording 
as the fountain pen ink has run in the rain. They were extra 
hardy sailors in olden days!

Ex-Commodore and historian, Norm Field has written 
a fascinating and factual account of Avalon Sailing Club 
1932-1963. A copy of the publication has been presented 
to Les Vaughan as a token of appreciation to the Vaughan 
family’s contribution in the founding years.   

Club historian, Norm Field, Les Vaughan, his son John Vaughan 
and Club Commodore, Peter Gale. Les is presenting the precious 
1941-46 Minute book to the club. 

Ph
ot

o 
Jo

an
n

a 
Va

u
gh

an

Update on the Vaughan Family
The afternoon spent with the Vaughan Clan was enjoyed 
by so many Club members. Everything was perfect , the 
weather for August was unbelievable, the euphorbia 
created by Les who spoke with so much passion and concern 
for the world we live in. Eileen who is wheelchair bound 
spent the time watching and listening to the proceedings 
from the balcony, kept company by their very doting grand 
daughters. As we wheeled her back to the car she said she 
would pray for us all that night and I believe she did. Our 
flag poles have never been so embellished thanks to John 
Vaughan.

Sadly news this week is that Les has been in hospital for 
several weeks and as a result Eileen has been moved into a 
Nursing Home permanently. Our love is with the Vaughan 
Clan, without them none of us would be spending our 
Sundays down at Clareville.

 CC

Afloat Magazine article
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AVALON SAILING CLUB
Old Wharf Reserve, Hudson Parade 

Clareville Beach, Pittwater 
Clubhouse Phone: 9918 3637 (Sundays only) 

BIG NIGHT OUT AUCTION ITEMS as at 17 September – Page 1 of 3

Donor                         Current Bid $ Lot # and description 

ASC Consortium 12,850 1. Brand new Flying 11. Fully rigged, Latest Thorpe Hull, McDairmid Sails, 
Jamstix Spars, Carbon Foils, measured and race ready ($12,500+ value) 
NOTE: This lot may be sold prior to 1

st
 November (if reserve met) to 

ensure that the boat will be ready for the start of 2008/2009 season

Murray & Julie Sheer 1,000 2. Cumberland Yacht Charters ($2000) charter + 2 nights at “Water’s Edge 
Resort”, Airlie Beach ($500) – ($2500 total value) 

Anonymous 500 3. Outdoor Dining Setting with 8 chairs and large table plus integrated 
cantilevered umbrella with lights. ($ 4,400 value) 

Rasdall Family 50 4. Andre Rieu Pack including 2 x Premium Reserve Concert Tickets + 
Autographed memorabilia + CD / DVDs ($900+ total value) 

Rasdall Family 0 5. 1 Term Art Classes inc. materials - Adult or Child ($300+ value) 

Kidner Family 85 6. Sensational Citizen ProMaster professional sailing watch ($795 value) 

Linda Spicer 100 7. Rare Autographed and framed “Alinghi” 2003 Americas Cup T-Shirt 
including signatures of Coutts, Butterworth, Simmer (priceless) 

Anonymous 300 8. Complete Scanpan saucepan set ($800 value) 

P & O Cruises 0 9. Pacific Cruise - 9 Nights in an outside twin cabin on the “Pacific Dawn” 
incl. day trips. Itinerary - Departing Sydney, Noumea, Mystery Island, Vila, 
Ouvea, Sydney ($5,500 value) 

Onboard 0 10. Surfboard of choice ($780 value) 

Castle/Alsop Families 0 11. Aboriginal artwork (details TBA) 

North Sails 0 12. $500 toward new sails plus Michael Coxon personal on board rig 
tuning and sail advice ($500+ value) 

Halford Family 0 13. Original Pottery from Australian renowned potter Andrew Halford 
(priceless)

Smith Family (Julia) 0 14. 2 Bottles Wine (details TBA) 

Elizabeth Hedges 0 15. Weekend away at “Lizzies @ Boomerang Beach” - Ocean view 
apartment($800 value) 

Edge Adams 0 16. Restored timber dinghy & carved wooden barrel (priceless) 

Knight Family 0 17. 12 bottles wine (details TBA) 

Garben Family 50 18. Indoor climbing centre group party (details TBA) 

Garben Family 0 19. Professionally painted portrait (details TBA) 

Daley Family 0 20. Family portrait location shoot. Includes 20 6 x 4 prints and DVD of 
colour & B&W images ($200+ value) 

Russell Family 0 21. 1 Week holiday at Southwest Rocks – 3 bed apartment, sleeps 6 
($1500 value) 
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BIG NIGHT OUT AUCTION ITEMS as at 17 September – Page 2 of 3

Donor                         Current Bid $ Lot # and description 

Toni & Bill Eames 50 22. 1 years supply of sport/soft drink ($250 value) 

Trembath/Curtis/Snedden 0 23. Summer Twilight race on Murray 42 “Secret Mens Business” for 6 
people - including steering, trimming and snacks/drinks (priceless) 

Koerner Family 0 24. 6 nights (Summer) or 2 nights (Winter) for 4 people at Jindabyne Ski 
Lodge ($350 value) 

Stuart Walker 0 25. 2 hours commercial legal advice by Tal Williams, Partner at Australian 
Business Lawyers ($950 value) 

Sonya Hopkins 0 26. Hand made Cashmere Jumper or Cardigan ($450 value) 

Michael Doherty 0 27. Pittwater (Morning Bay) Youth Hostel Midweek Package (details TBA) 

Soleil Syndicate 75 28. 2 Tickets to a single production during 2009 Season at the Ensemble 
Theatre including dinner for 2 at Bayly's Restaurant 

Dianne Ogg 0 29. Original Artwork by prominent local artist, Dianne Ogg (priceless) 

Doug Snedden 0 30. 1 Weeks holiday at Mandalay Luxury Beachfront Apartments, Port 
Douglas – outside School Holidays  ($3000 value) 

Thiele Family 0 31. Set (Port/Stbd) Hella LED Nav Lights ($300+ value) 

Gale Family 0 32. 2 nights at Sydney Hilton (or ? nights Hilton worldwide) ($500+ value) 

Hunt Leather 0 33. Leather Gym/Travel Bag  ($395 value) 

Kidner Family 0 34. Fully Catered Luncheon Cruise (priceless) 

Bradley Family 20 35. Autographed Cricket Ball – Ricky Ponting (details TBA) 

Daley Family 0 36. 2 x pairs of SOL BELLOW Bikinis ($280 value) 

Active Water Sports 400 37. Airis 9.5 Inflatable Kayak. Calm or white-water kayaking from a 
backpack ($1500 value) 

Ronstan 0 38. Sailing Watch (details TBA) 

Denise Bolton 0 39. Custom Original Quilt (details TBA) 

Colley Family 0 40. Photographic Twilight Yacht Portrait ($500 value) 

Mat Butterworth 0 41. 12 Month Web-hosting package with unlimited email ($380 value) 

Doug Snedden 0 42. Wine and personal wine tasting at Avalon Fine Wine and Foods 
($500 value)

Central Coast Moorings 0 43. Mooring service - inspection & parts ($500 value) 

Alston Family 0 44. 3 Bottles wine (details TBA) 

Richard Scarr 0 45. 4 x ½ Day Private Yacht/Centreboard training sessions ($800+ value) 

Please email bids (including the lot number and a short description) to bno_bid@avalonsailingclub.com.au
NOTE: Some items have been moved from the auction and added to our HUGE raffle…See last page!
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If  you are unable to attend the Big Night Out whatever you do do not miss out on 
buying raffle tickets for the chance to win some wonderful prizes. Tickets will be 
available to purchase at the Clubhouse every Sunday morning.

BIG NIGHT OUT AUCTION ITEMS as at 17 September – Page 3 of 3

Donor                         Current Bid $ Lot # and description 

EPIRB Hire Compa 0 46. 2 hour cruise on “Banksia” for 35 people ($440ny value)

Smart Boating 0 48. Midweek Single Day Bareboat Charter - Nov 2008 or Feb 2009 - on 

Windcraft 75 47. Henri Lloyd Sailing Gear - Jacket, Bag, Cap and Shirt ($515 value)

Pittwater with Hanse 34 yacht for 8 people ($700 value) 



The great interest generated by Norm Field’s early history of  
ASC has prompted me to re-submit this brief  obituary which 
unfortunately got lost in the system and missed out on being 
published in Jibsheet at the time.

Bill Toft, one of the founding members of Avalon Sailing 
Club, died in November 2005 a few days after his eightieth 
birthday. Bill’s parents had a beachfront weekender at 
Clareville, and as Avalon’s first few years sailing was off-
the-beach, the Toft residence was a de facto base for the 
fledgling club. (Bill’s father’s name was also Bill, so there 
were two Bill Toft’s in Avalon’s formation)

Bill started in Vee Jays, and graduated to Vee Esses. However, 
in adult life his first love was the Star Class. With his brother 
Ron he campaigned at the highest level both in Australia 
and internationally, narrowly missing Olympic selection in 
1964, 1968 and 1972. Bill’s close friend who beat him for 
the Olympic spot in 1972 was another early ASC member, 
David Forbes, who went on to win the Gold medal in 
Munich that year, so it really was high level sailing!.

Bill was a science teacher (and later a Deputy Principal, 
Principal and schools Inspector), and will be remembered 
by some Avalon families through his stint at Narrabeen Boys 
High in the 1960s as Science Master and rugby coach. He 
was a leading light in school rugby all his life, and coached 
Combined High Schools, NSW and Australian Schoolboy 
Rugby Teams on many occasions.

As a teenager in the 1960’s I crewed with Bill for quite a 
few seasons on Peter Docker’s Syona and Syonara; ever the 
teacher, Bill gave me a grounding in spinnaker handling 
which I know has served me very well ever since.

At his funeral, Bill’s brother Ron and Dave Forbes both 
spoke of the happy memories of the early times at Avalon 
Sailing Club.

Neil Mattes
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VHF Marine Course
A VHF MARINE RADIO COURSE IS BEING 
RUN BY COASTAL PATROL FOR YOUR 
CONVENIENCE

DATES: 15th 22nd 29th October & 5th 
November (4 sessions for the course)

TIME:  7.00pm - 9.30pm

COST: $130.00

CONTACT: Ray Daley  9918 8021, 0438 188 021 
or radaley@people.net.au

A Letter of Thanks
Let it be known that Peter Hudson wishes to thank Brett and Robyn Stapleton for showing great seamanship during the 
first race of the season by slowing their boat and making themselves available if needed to come to the assistance of 
Peter’s ancient and very weathered ASC cap which had been knocked overboard during a crucial stage of the race. They 
appeared somewhat puzzled as to why Laura, with Claudie Moffatt at the helm at the time, would give up their tenuous 
hold on leading Summer Wine and suddenly go about to save a silly cap. The answer to that dear reader, was that Peter 
H was still attached to that cap! He had just performed a near perfect 2 ½ pike dive into the water after a rapid change 
in wind direction had caused the boom to change sides without being asked. A flawless rescue ensued with Peter and 
Elizabeth Kidner, (the guest crew for the day) conducting the operation. With Claudie’s expert skill in maneuvering Laura 
into position, Elizabeth offering the life ring and Peter K tossing a line, Peter H was back on board in under three minutes 
still with said cap on his head (and soaking mobile phone in his pocket).

It was then back to the race with Laura leading Summer Wine by three boat lengths on the last down-wind run about 300 
metres from the Taylors Point mark when Laura was belted by a rogue gust and rounded up right in front of 4 ½ tones of 
East Coast 31. Captain and Mr Stapleton showed their great seamanship by not “T” boning their nemesis. As the upwind 
boat they took evasive action and turned up into the wind as well, missing us by------- enough. Laura rounded the mark 
in front but we couldn’t hold the lead over the finish line, losing out by just five seconds.

As if that wasn’t enough, Summer Wine went on to take handicap honours. A great win. While I have your attention I 
would like to make the comment that we in the slower saloons of the yachting world have just as much fun out there as 
you lot with your much fancier, racier sports cars of the yachting world. We just get to spend more time on the water!

Vale - Bill Toft
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BLUSTERY WINDS FOR OPENING DAY 

Please keep an eye on the 
club powerboats!
Last Sunday I went to the club late in the afternoon to 
repair and re-rig some of the marks and ground tackle so 
everything would be ready for the coming season. There 
were about ten or so members there, including a couple 
of committee members, and only one person noticed that 
the cover had come off YellowGlenn and the boat was bow 
down and obviously half full of water.

I did not have time, nor was I kitted out, to go on the water. 
Brett kindly rowed out and baled YG, reporting that the 
battery isolation switch had been left on, and the battery 
was flat, so the bilge pump could not work.

As club members, can you all please take a moment each 

time you are at the club, and have a look at YellowGlenn and 
Blue Peter? If there is anything that doesn’t look right, either 
fix it or call me on 0407 187 333 so I can fix it or arrange 
for someone to do so? And can you please ask everyone you 
are involved with (eg centreboard kids, twilighting yachties, 
whoever) to do the same?

I’m taking steps to ensure that all boat users know the 
procedure for putting away the two boats, and for mooring 
them properly (let’s just say the club has many fine racers but 
very few with much seamanship skill). But that’s a separate 
issue - the main thig at this stage is, please keep your eyes 
open when you are at the club - it shouldn’t always have to 
be the same old few who look after valuable club assets.

Finally, a big thank you to Brett and Robyn!

Glenn Sanders
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Guess Who? Don’t Sue
Skiing, not sailing with which to start.

Who was down at Perisher Valley recently, skiing with a 
mate and decided to have a quiet lunch at one of the 

“houses of germs” down there. Old cast iron guts Roger had 
no problem but his mate picked up a bait which he had 
to eliminate at about midnight. Unfortunately he could 
not make the bathroom but fortunately the window was 
open. The room was directly above a honeymoon couple’s 
room, but plenty of snow around so no problem. The next 
morning the couple were excited to see a wild fox right 
outside their window, and out came the camera. Roger 
(whoops) ever the romantic brought them back to reality 
by saying foxes like having breakfast as well.

Glenn, his mate got his own back next day when they were 
skiing, by taking Roger down a black run (Helen likes skiing 
by herself). A rock was sharing Roger’s slope which caught 
a ski, up in the air he went and down on another hip 
grabbing boulder. Feeling a bit of moisture in his ski boot 

he semi stripped, back at the Centre’s toilet to find a huge 
gash in his leg. At least it cleared the room of the blokes in 
there. Nearly did the same on Young Generation on Sunday 
on the last leg of opening day when he opened up his arm 
on the shrouds. Might have to get blood transfusions listed 
in Cat7 if this keeps up, Ian.

Have not had a “Fogarty” for a while but there was 
nearly one at the climbing out of the dinghy on to 

Y.G. on Sunday when “wonderwoman” as she is known 
at R.P.A.Y.C put the wrong leg forward, fell back into the 
dinghy on to the skipper (soft landing, nice bloke) only 
to be outdone by a certain person on Laura who got the 
flick from the boom and finished back at the club looking 
absolutely immaculate in Claudie’s trousers and a clean 
rollneck shirt, clutching a bag of very wet clothes. Nice one 
Pete,we will have to nominate you as the male model of 
the year.

Norm Field

T-Shirt of the Month
submitted by David Lyall

Gaffer’s Day Treasure
Sydney Amateurs Sailing club have a rich history and 
members with like minded values at ASC. Occasionally I 
venture south with my passport in my pocket to visit my 
wooden boat brothers in Cremorne to share stories and 
plan the next gaffers day rally in October. 

On this occasion I seized the opportunity to show of our 
club newsletter and to promote the “BIG Night Out”. A 
few old salts were keen to get a copy of Norm and Ian’s 
book “The History of ASC”. One gentleman Phillip Kinsella 
informed me he had old film footage of ASC during the 
construction of the club house and this footage included a 
selection of VJ’s sailing and some old dragons from BYRA.

Phillip was concerned the film will be lost if not restored 
and digitized so I organized a viewing and hopefully we 
can have it ready for the BNO for all to enjoy.

Phillip also had some wonderful stories about sailing in 
Pittwater and recalled driving the first nails in the rigging 
deck. I will organize viewing at the club house prior to the 
BNO for all.

If anyone is interested in enjoying the Gaffers Day festivities 
in Port Jackson Contact  SASC on 9953 1433. Spectator Ferry 
“Radar” leaves the wharf 12:15 Jazz and Rum tent 14:30.

Mat Butterworth
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Soup and Fire Night at The Basin

The Cruising Division held its annual Soup and Fire Night 
on Saturday 19th July, to coincide with the full moon.  It was 
a record-breaking occasion, both in terms of the numbers 
who attended and also because it did not rain this time!  
We enjoyed a gloriously clear moonlit night amongst the 
wallabies, which were raiding the picnic baskets while 
backs were turned.

Matt Kirlew and Jo Shaw arrived first and guaranteed use 
of the club mooring near the jetty.  Jim and Sue Flaye and 
Paul and Bev Sinclair rafted alongside, keeping the larger 
yachts, loaded with all the heavy gear, together.  Eric and 
Katie Gidney had also arrived early and picked up the 
other club mooring.  John and Jenny Cronan and Richard 
Houwing made up the second raft alongside them. Roman 
and Phil Zwolenski and Greg and Nick Edwards picked 
up separate moorings, as did the after-dark arrivals, Bob 
Batchelor with his crew Mal Sinclair and his wife.  We 
had 18 people join in on 9 yachts; a good size group for 
a sociable evening.  In deep mid-winter it is not usually a 
problem to “borrow” other moorings for the night.  There 
are still plenty to spare for any latecomers.

We hauled all our supplies ashore, a major enterprise 
entailing large bags of firewood, folding chairs, axes, saws, 
lanterns, camp ovens and of course copious quantities of 
food and wine.  Paul & Bev’s idea of taking camp ovens 
and waffle irons was a brilliant success.  It is much more 
efficient to warm soups and stews in the fire with a camp 
oven than trying to use the electric barbeques. The waffle 

irons caused a lot of amusement when in the hands of 
debutants, producing many a burnt offering, but the 
experienced operators made up delicious bacon and egg 
sandwiches very successfully.  The gluhwein went down a 
treat on a cold night too.

We supplemented our supplies of firewood with driftwood 
collected by Jim and half a tree that Paul found up the 
track.  It took 4 of us to haul it down the firepit, expecting 
the Ranger to appear at any moment and tell us to put it 
back, but we succeeded and it burned merrily long into 
the night.  We enjoyed the cosy warmth of the fire, and 
as it was a windless night this time, we did not suffer the 
usual “smoke in the eyes dance” around the fire!  As it was 
cloudy, it was not actually very cold and delightfully dry 
for once.

The next morning five of us set off up the steep track for a 
walk.  We went to the end of the point between Currawong 
and Great Mackerel Beach, which has glorious views over 
Pittwater, Barrenjoey and up the coast.  Some of us returned 
along the track, but it is possible to walk back along the 
rocks and beaches, making a circular walk. We enjoyed the 
company and the scenery and got some vigorous exercise.  

Please remember that this event is open to all, (a boat you 
can sleep aboard does help!) and we would love to see 
more club and committee members join us in future.  

Sue Flaye

NEW SUMMER RANGE OF 
CLOTHING IS NOW AVAILABLE
Stand out in the crowd wearing the very 
latest in new fibre clothing for women  

and men. We believe you will be  
impressed with the range.

We need the help of a local member 
that could help setup and have clothing 
available for sale on Sunday mornings.  

If you could help please
phone Celia Craig 9488 7416 



11

The 07/08 season on Pittwater finished with the traditional 
BYRA Marathon Race.

This is a race for all comers that starts with a “LeMans” type 
run to the boats, always held at low tide.

Then the race, for the Spirals, to The Palm Beach Channel 
buoy and Back.

The finish is another Run to the Official Finishing Table 
at the top of the ramp at BYRA. Skippers record their own 
finishing time from the precision chronometer on the 
table. Sailors’ honour is the order of the day. Now that’s 
a worry for some especially when serious side bets are 
involved…..

This year’s race was to be held in a typical light fading 
North, South East and Westerly. (often all or none of the 
above at once.)

The rigging area was abuzz with anticipation. Some were 
focusing on the start procedure, others borrowed Sea Scout 
boats and now seem a permanent fixture in this event. 
Just the right amount of sledging and encouragement was 
exchanging between father and son and also comments 
were heard like “That sail looks like a drop sheet I used 
to own” and “Are you taking an epirb so we can find you 
in the dark?” etc. and then Shane Conly, aged 11, from 
Avalon Sailing Club snuck up on the beach, with dad Jeff 
in a support tinny, kept a low profile so no one was aware 
that he meant business.

Finally BANG the race is on. Mayhem as a mass of sailors 
bolt across the sand to their awaiting boats. 12ft skiffs, 
29ers, Ns14’s, Moths, Spirals, International Canoe, 13ft 
skiff, Optimist, Manly Juniors, B14’s and more.

When the sun came out again (I was finally out of the 
shadow of the Spinnakers!) Spiral positions were checked.

Hugh and Ian Donaldson; gone, half way to Scotland Island 
and disappearing in the distance. How did they do that?

Marty, Doug and Ross close together, Shane Conly just 
ahead with dad Jeff standing by in the tinny.

The rest of the run was very light with plenty of yachts 
and skiffs bobbing up and down. The B14’s were tacking 
downwind and covering a lot of ground but not getting 
away. The wind came from behind several times and 
eventually we arrived at Palm Beach as a fleet. All together, 
very social.

The single tack work back was going to test the character 
and straight line sailing of all.

Ross slipped to the front but Shane was not going to let this 
one one get away. Marty hung in close behind and Doug 
went for the Westerly shift. The two Donaldsons slowly 
dropped back as the wind fell away.

Coming in to the finish Doug looked good but the Westerly 
let him down. Ross managed to hold off Shane for most of 
the way by one or two boat  lengths, with Marty in contact 
in third place.

This was supposed to be a relaxing race but we were still 
fighting it out after nearly three hours. (that’s a guess but 
it felt like that.)

As we came into the beach Shane and Ross were even. It 
came down to the sprint to the table.

After crouching in a Spiral for three hours I challenge any 
mature Spiral sailor to try to jump out and sprint up the 
beach. Shane left his boat and sprinted to the finish so fast 
that I’m sure I saw flames coming from his feet. He very 
politely passed me the official finishing pen when I finally 
arrived to record my second place.

We vowed to do it again next year and the boats were put 
away...

But watch out for Shane Conly next season, he has what it 
takes.

(Thanks to Ross Pagett from BYRA for allowing us to reprint 
excerpts from his original article to publish in ASC Jibsheet)

Shane Conly Wins BYRA Marathon

SAFETY AUDITS
For all yachts entering Trophy Series races Safety
Audits must be completed by the first heat of the
BWS/KT.  If your yacht has not been audited yet

please phone  Ian Craig for an appointment 94887416.
Ross Trembath & Ian Craig will be available prior to
Racing on a Sunday morning. Please have all your

equipment and paperwork out ready for the inspection.
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www.avalonsailingclub.com.auA

For your Diary...

“For the fostering, encouragement, promotion, teaching and above all  
enjoyment of  sailing on the waters of  Pittwater”
Affiliated with the Yachting Association of NSW. Patron Iain Murray 

PO Box 59 Avalon NSW 2107. Clubhouse: Old Wharf Reserve, Hudson Parade. Phone (02) 9918 3637 
Editor and Artwork Claudie Moffatt – cmof5582@bigpond.net.au 

Webmaster Mat Butterworth 
Printed by Pymble Office Supplies phone 9988 3566

FAMILY RACE & BBQ
 Sunday 28th September

Sunday 5th October
No Sailing – Long weekend

BIG NIGHT OUT
 Saturday 1st November

SAILING CAMP
8th & 9th November

15th & 16th November

Running by the Lee
Is winter finished yet? If last Saturday is any sign with that 
warm N.E. breeze I am happy to say goodbye to the chilly 
Sunday mornings.

Opening day provided some fresh Northerly activity. For 
the yachts a gusty 35 knots during the pre start and the 
centerboards Guts and composure as they blasted out to 
the line. I have to mention the effort of the little bluebird 
making her way out to the line in that pressure, well done 
and thanks for waiting Pete. 

Sailing Season 08/09 is shaping up to be highly competitive 
if the Spinnaker training day is any indication. I observed 
some lighting spinnaker sets last week.  

A very special thanks to Nicole Koerner, Celia and Ian Craig 
for the great effort that goes into opening day registrations 
and processing our club fees and an extra special thanks for 
processing late entries from yours truly.

Remember to send us any stories or amazing photos we can 
use on the Newsletter and front cover. We will be running 
the Best Picture. The sailing Camp is just around the corner 
and this usually means a Working Bee so keep your eyes on 
the new calendar for those special dates we need you the 
most.

WANTED
2 CREW REQUIRED TO SAIL ON A 

ETCHELLS FROM AVALON SAILING CLUB  
3 OR 4 SUNDAYS A MONTH.

 PREVIOUS SAILING EXP. WOULD BE 
HANDY BUT NOT NECESSARY. AGE OPEN.

PHONE JOHN SILADI ON 94522719  
OR MOBILE O448460154 ANY TIME

Finally for those who can’t make it to the start line or are 
shackled the desk at the office try the virtual starting line with 
the crew at sailonline.org. It’s free and fun and a great way 
to race Volvo70 without buying one. This little sailing game 
is highly addictive for you sailing junkies. Sydney Hobart is 
included in the list of races this year so start practicing and 
I will see on the Real and virtual course soon.

Mat Butterworth

Main Sheet
By now you will all have received your copy of  our Club 
bible “Mainsheet”.

Please note it has a red cover to match your boat sticker 
to show you are a financial member of  the Club. Updates 
to the Yellow Pages inside the Mainsheet will be issued in 
January 2009 to include members that have paid after 
the close off  date for publication. Should ANY of  your 
details change in the meantime could you please contact 
Celia Craig 94887416 or email ccraig@bigpond.net.au 
with the changes.

Additional copies of  the Mainsheet & Jibsheet are 
available for $5.00 per copy.


